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To my Werthy Friend 
Mr. W iLliam Power, 
ReQor of Llan-Wennarth, &c. 


. Hom neicher thy Ptoſpe- 
| rity nor my Afﬀi&tion 
has ever divided from 


BF. mae; it has ever been your good For». 
tune (and your Mind has ever been 


better than your Fortune) from'the 
\ firſt day of our Friendſhip.ro''ſtand 
” upon the higher Ground, and to have 

always been doing Kindneſles, and 
5 never needed any. I will confeſs, if 
4 you will pardon me, that [ have ſome- 

times ſecretly repin'd at this your good 
a Luck, and envied the Honour and 
RY the Pleaſure which this Advantage 
1 Upon: you ; and can you blame me, 
ince it excluded me Fd 
one of the moſt raviſhing Delights of 


# 


om a ſhare in 


\ 


ly The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
- Friendſhip ? You ' know what. At-! 
Y rempts I'have made'ts" redeem this 
A Inequality, but all in vain + 
Now 'I flatter my 'felf that I have 
found.a Preſent; ro: make you;t that 
cannot provoke your Generofity, tho / : 
ic were nicer and more- ſertpulous 
than, 'ris-;.'1 have nowart length found 
a way to end moſt happily Groom 
Difference that has ever|beerrbetween 
us,10,49-unintercupted Friendfhip'of 
near {eventeen'Years : You ſhalt-al- 
ways be Farcunate, always able:to do 
Kindneſles, and; be in_ need of. none; 
and: 1 will alwaystrive co! vanquifh 
and {urmount-all the Diſadvantages 
of | tmy-Fortune, and- in. deſpice of 
them; find ſome way: tO expreſs my 
Afﬀection, and: return your;Qbligas 
tions. And thus, if-Ifal norſhorr of 
, my;;Defign, 1 fhall-be-equal*! wich 
you 3 for /tis.n0 mall. Service 1 pros 
pole; do, you, ;L willow be yout 
'Guide, [I will: cangucty av, nor as you 
brit < have 


_ i eas ws ww. oa a oo 


renr:angþ impoverifhet Ficerdy,'7 


_ Trhe-Epifh De F SY 


have (done: me (tho | for that-rao; I 
mult ever 1you ); chrough: = 


through; al,the Ways of Þle 
avd all be; Pachs: * Peace:;ih wit 


give yob:2-light;anot of - France, buc 


Carigan; 2b:+willl nngke you 2 ſharer of 


- that Imavorcalicy which 1 aſpir'd::16; 
and bringyou-to that Heaven!itbick, 


is the: Sacred Abogt of SactedrFriend- 
ſlvp, -andSacred.Joys.  'Whatla dark 
Corhags, what] aqude Heap -illahe 
now admired; #7r ſailles then (Fern ta 
you ? But ſee whither I have ſuffer'd 
this Paſſion to tranſport me! How 
ealy*is*5t For” one! that follows the 
Condu&t of Aﬀection to be rather 0b. 
ligins g chan Diſcreet? I had almoſt forgor 
how little you ſtand in need of theſe 
kind of Helps, being not only a ſuffici- 
ent Guide tro your ſelf, bur a'prudent 
andfoccefsfroneroorhers imche Way 
to Happineſs: However tho you need 
no Guide, 1 may ſerve you as the 

£ A3 Com» 
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Country: we travel co': Theſe and 
ſuch-like Afſtances che 'moſt Perfect 
need ;''[theſe are the "Offices 'of the 
mr 7 omg and theſe the Pa- 
1fend you, may; hope, .in/fome 
Loafing perform. Adieu, 


Thy AﬀeRonate 
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rey Gol that in a few Tears 1 
fniſo thi mare pleaſant ahd delight. 
Ind «454 if Senſe were to be the. 
# Foe and Staridtard of Pleaſure ; bei 
ans 4 (TI will not ſay vs Ma ') by welE-ni 
atter B s #6 Retirement and SinS: 
In thit State wk has loft muth of its 
former” Air and Brizkneſy : Buſineſs (wherein 
] could ever pretend to ris erat 
gives me How More trouble 
rhat ws _ wſwal her of ra > 
Study #7 Employment left me ) 
, nh "#4 with" this Wer and rods Hl 
Fhat aff the Aſſiſtance 1 tan receive from with- 
our, 'waſt be comvey'd by enochers Senſes, not 
ry own 5 whith "it way eaſily be believed, are 
cane 0f Organs a ill fitted "and a 


ed "by me, 4s wooden or 
Ee Bah Mer 6 


In this Caſe, ſhoild T affet? 10 Woture my 


Wn a decent Funeral, and leave an Honagrg- 
Rindowby ance of Winn ſtoahi T firuge 


A 4 gle 


" the W Fo 7m FE 


ni yl4 
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ores orion, Bat #hic ro 


wwn It 
1 "200 well, to er el bh the 
ji ng ied ron from any 
; = a of - mine\. ip. this Ingenious 4nd 
Learged Axe; I muſt. confeſs TI. never, had 4 
þ Taree enough. tq. be gited by #be.. Herais 
which the love | oy exd Honour hath 

Ye , in ſome. [4 


rr” Tits a wakas lavdoi W 


Ts ever\ loved Þk Sort 4nd. Cortent- 
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"The Preface. 


0 went of Privacy andRetirement almoſt to rhe © 
ut awed. wi ny non Vi watt bag ; 
7 co: Bat rhe trath is plainly this, the Figear 
) and dAtivity of  wy\Mind, the | Health and 
- Streng#h of my \ Body: [being now in the flower 
r. of: 99 ge cOntinut je bei 1B 
- der this. Aﬀlittion; I found that if 1 did not 
e provide. ſore Imployment: that might entertain 
” " th, i wauld weary out it: felf with fruitleſs De: 
f ſores" of, and vain Attempts after its. mouted Ob: 
ef ' Jef, end fo that Strength and V woacity of 
Is Nature \wmhich. ſbould render my State more 
f- _—_— woyld thrake it mach more Intole- 
ſe 1; confeſs my Real for Publich Govd by-the 
us Propagition arid Endearmint of Divine Traths 
78 14s leſs fervent-.in me, then cauld: well become 
he the particuler' Obligations of my Profeſſion, 
ny or the-common ones which every Chriſtian in 
ud proportion to, his Talents lies under ; 1 was 
4 Amaſe. intlaced 'to believe, that this Chaſtiſe- 
J72 ment which had remaved. me from. the Service 
th of the. Altar, did at. the [ame time diſcharge 


me from all Duty. owing to the Publick + But 
my good. Friend Mr.Famb revived the dying 
ſparks of 4 decaying Zeal, and reſtor'd me to 
a. wy 7 of ny [2uty' in. this. Paint ;. for 

ther\ by Deſign ar. by Providence\gayerning 
— 


ance, 


1t- 
ut 


- 
e 
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Chance,. + Fino of» be mover #0 
addreſs or ttefrgn t _ ” 
—_— fried and anon ——- Mouth this 
Excellent Principle, That the Life of Manis to 
be eftimated by irs Uſefulneſs and Service 
ablenefs in 'the World. ' 4 (ober Reflettion 
upon this wrought merup to a Re frong 
enough to contentn all the Difficulties which i 


5 ht could repreſent T6 wit it at 
rh xs of Shi xo of hus you ſor on 
je riwciples I became Yor in this. Ao 
FT thought it my Dury #0 e 8k 
which m rem anctedfer ny Thagles 
from « "melancholy Application on my Misfor- 
ture, and entertein my Mind with fuch « ratio 
nal Employment as might render me mo = So ef 
70 my jelf, and moſt | ſeroleedble ro the 

now abundantly nreerey that T am not 
rele 47 9/—th F owe that mo 
which T am ftill 4 , by bes 
from a gyear part of rhe Pleaſures woah 
Fages ow ; therefore "like one that rraly loves 
$3 Connery, when no "y e is left-hims; be 
je for it on his flanp will 'f evew in 
the Rematys of 4 a; Body e:xproſe at leaft 
my Aﬀettion ore Mankind, and breathe oat my 
ha Gaſp in their Service. 


The Fitneſs. and Teeny 0 of this Subjett to 
ferve theſe Ends is ſo apparent, that [will nat 
17 
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The Picface. 


impertizently det he Reader # Fuſbificas 
riow of  this'Choice. * pee þ Jeſs 


besbeſft judped the Porfrmans; 0 th 
this may not 


ſuch Proj 

of my State may r 5 Mes; Trbink 
Ll Ayirde FL on « word or 
two. 


* Thavehad ſo much tence E all the ſee 
ord Man 


{rant that I ans ſi Ne capable o 
ing 4118s Rave and Value apo Ln 


their Sabſervitncy to true _ fo 
77 jalig an ſo wrt co. 20et ry" 
and Aﬀlittion, that 1 am ſuſficienth uk 
bl, 45 of the Weakneſs of humane Nature and 
Mirryof of this mortal Stace, (0. of the.Vecoſſity 

of Vertue in relieving and (i 

ing Man anatr both + And after ab, 1 Mi 
lives now in the Body (like a ay in F; 
State) retired as from the Pleaſures, [0 == 
the Troubles of "the World,. and i therifore 


the' more; able to paſs 14 fr andere iſs 
Xo prone own 


F may probably be feared: pin. the ſame 
ſhould befal me, which" has many Monkiſh 
Writers, who being\ much retired the 
World, beving much” Leiſure aud: —_— 


"Tha Picktt 


DC -—- 


did Out Suliedlvntoercndring Mean 
Es 
:a:well-mundi d'\and fat r 
By Eauberaniy of. rac and jeeithels 
$5\þat) the Cp Commetce . I. fill mwintain 


o the World, may in part prevent #his Er. 
ror, andthe Natare. q "the Subject. ſo 'freit- 
fal of many neceſſary wiries, will of it 


ſelf lead me on -to of w and MOT 
Thoaghts. | 
1. I- ' 
There'is one thing hich way be by ante. obs 
jetted againſt 


jett, the Freedom I uſe twat, #08 a{t0- 
gether ſo common tony Profeſſion.;\. but... T 
Mt Ho uot be found that. Thave ablts'd the. Li. 
ty Lhave taken to the iſperagement of the 
*E Truth. of our - Relihion or.\ta. yr A, ag? 
nt of \'Vertae:; 


Tre cannot juſtly reflect any = cre 
oponeny C —_ Y n 


ok have in's former Treatiſe, wherein 
7 4 overeyaes Eza, "The Happineſs of 


Mankind, treated this: :Sabjec?- 1-4, WAnner 
Dk ro-the Generality of Readers : but this 
ore agus # for fuch who are n106..content 

ro i Ala ans +2 deduced from received 
fs theyean be fairly. comvinced 


of Rednn 5 and Truth of: age 
 eiples 


manuer.of treating this Sub- 


* fn fd be ue ts þ. 


GS a> 2X '  _ ERR 


NY 
p- 4 
J. 
he 
Fo 
be 
ff 
I 


ge. 


— mA Ee en EE * I 


The' Preface. 


ciples themſelu bes : for: ſhould I think it any 
Ce were T Maſter hb Tatents," if T did 
mingle with neceſſary Truths, all that Variety 
of — al that Kineneſs and: Briekneſs of 
Fancy which might render them as delightful. 
as uſeful ; the Example of God himſelf in the 
reat Work of the Creation would juſtify this 
iberty, who has created as well Leaves 
Flowers, as Herbs and Fruit ; and in the Va- 
riety and Beauty, in the Colours and Figures of 
all that he has produced, he appears plainly to 
have made proviſion gt only to feed the Appe- 
tite, but even the Fancies of his Creatures, 


There is after all, -I confeſs, one thing that 
ſtands in need of an Excuſe, which is the pub- 
liſbing what ſhould come forth 4a juſt Treatiſe, 
by frnall Parts, To this I may traly ſay, having 
laid together all the Materials I ſaw neceſſary 
to compleat this Diſcourſe, I found it grown 
uneuvoidably to that voluminous Bulk, that I 
took this Method, partly out of compliance to 
the Eaſe of my Reader, but eſpecially in com- 
pliance to my own ; for in my preſent Circum- 
ſtances T ſaw no other way to avoid that Con- 
fuſion which would inevitably have diſordered 
the Contexture of 4 long Diſcourſe, g T ſbozld- 
heve charged my Memory with the Contri- 
vance and Connexion of ſo many and various 
Parts at once : and. 1 foreſaw that all the 


Strength 
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The InTRODUCTION, 0r 4 brief 
 Scbeme of the Deſign of the 
whole Work. 


'F5 inform Man; what is his true and proper 

pineſs, and to mark out hefore hum the 
right - ay to it, hath bem ever _ os 
"Aim of all philoſophy, and all Religion ; and yet {o 
humerous haye been and are the Di on. this 
Subject, and ſo ſeerhingly inſuperable the Difficulties 
which encounter us in every way, that the deſpair 
of attaining Happineſs at leaſt in this World, ſeems 
almoſt as Univerſal as the defire of it : And as Na+ 
ture will never give ore the purſuit of it, fo will 
Man, never forbear the-Tragical Complaints of his 
Diappointments, and the raving Exaggerations of 
Humane Miſery. That therefore 1 may attempt at 
leaſt to treat this Subje& ftisfactorily, I will en- 


our, F 

Se, 1, To ſhew you, That Happi is Bot 
a meer airy and imaginary Notion, is a real 
State, and really,attainable ; and that our Diſap» 
pointments and Unſycceſsfulneſs muſt be —_— 
to our {elves : and this ſhall be the Work of this 
preſent Volume, 

SeG, 2, To explain the Nature of Happineſs, to 
examine wherein it conliſts, and what is the High. 
way: to. it: In which to ecd ſucceſsfully, 1 
thought, the plaineſt Method I could take would be 
this, To fix and define the Notion of the neldiey. 

ure 
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ſolute and compleat Happineſs, that ſo. we might 
'difcern what it bchoved ys to aim it, and Bow {Xt 
we” could approach the 'Perfe&tion' of * Happineif 
the. moſt. perfe&t Idea of) Happineſs:that the 
Mind of. Man<can frame, is this; , Happineſs 1s the * 
State of a perfet# Being in the unmix'd, tnivtertiipted, 
and cternal Enjoyment of the moſt perfet Pleaſure ; 
Such I conceive to be the Happineſs of Gad bimſelf. 
- Intthis Definition there arethree-Parts which ma- 
nifeſtly appear to be the Ingredients of a Divine 
Happineſs. | ny: 07 F6uy | 
©. Firſt, Perfe&tion of - Being.” Secondly,” Freedom 
from Try a Eternal Enjoyment of the 
'Pleature. * ys 


- 


_ "ts thetefott now evident, that to diſcover” the 


Nature of 'Hamane Happineſs, andthe way'to'it, I 
am obliged to diſcourſe, T6 | 


1. Of the Being of Man, and its PerfefFion,” 
2. Of Indolence, or freedom from Pain or Trouble, 
3. Of Fruition, or the Enjoyment of Pleaſure, 


- Eachof which ſhall be the Subje®t of a diſtin Yo- 


lame. And becauſe there may ſome Queſtions” a- 
riſe of a more general Nature ; ſuch as, WIRD 
every Man's particular Happineſs ought'to be dearer 
to:him'than.the Happineſs of another 5-pr what- 
exer clſe :ca/ be imagined-?- Secondly; "On Tuppoſat 


- that an entire Happineſs cannot be attairtd ;' what 


ob themof it ooght'to-be preferr'd? and fiich like ; 
wil} therefore;-! {5 04009 I! 01925017 PN1MBED 
; Se 3- Aflign a particular Volume for' the Dif? 
bf ach Queſtions, and the Eſtabliſhrnent 'of 

ares as:will naturally-reſult fronfthe for- 
THE 
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THE 
CONTENTS. 


SECT. I 
OF the Motves to this Enquiry, -__ of the Objeft ions 


which may be form'd 
Chap. 1. LL of myers bo _— Neeeiyof it. Paget 
Toes Dies Sore or Manto aſpire after. 


urmaft Haponel; s of ths —_—— g and 
-- able, "Tire il me £4. hoy 
ravail, 3. There 5s no nee or Enquiry 
ter : s, Nature and Sn fe 
Guide wo. Lv oh mnt Cu 
attire of Men, e wm t appineſ 
refutes all res if as Nawe, and 
| vr yr s 3t impoſſible either 10 frame one uniform 
Flumane s, Or any con- 
Dogs GY IT, 


of th ET or Pais Happineſs in this 


DOE woe d; granted i 
Os The Pants of attaining Happineſs, ” 


wakes and this owing to their Ver 
'2- Geed and] Evil in the W Weil, Ob me 
my 


- The Cor 
. fem of Arbeifts and Epicureans. Oh 2. Evil more 
efficacious than Good, ford What mt 


r Com 


% 


O———— 
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The Contents, 


to oa on Man, y cranind, "Natwal 

Zo gh, our ſelves. - Moral 
well] Evils attnally have, 

oy CCS furniſhed with "1 


ry IE Geod _ th ri eh Ge, 


by conſidering the Nature of Wi/e 
ro ws ; Jonrte of 'the — of = 


Chap. 3. God me the Cale of Max's Mil 
Ons ied 7 
s 5 

mat jettions. The Irport 


_ 


.couray. no 


Teſti wy ce Obj, 3.” From 
'Gad' a7 bn wth with Pay Pagans, ard. | Dy 2, 
ppt 5, 24 ogy» >a .2, Af he {nous 
. of God's Goodneſs an Man, Whether Gags Gaod- 
Lage 21g. , Cancerns migt. the main 


it does, 15 proved. .\ From whence 'T, 
That God is not the Cauſe of Man's Miſery. T 
proved by Reaſon aud Humane and Di- 
Vine, 7 otra a is farward to a oye ws =: 
gquiring Happinefs rune ance, whas 
ports. The'maner of it "and yy rem 
Contradiftion ; ral 


_ Of Gad's 0.9 9 From whence 1s wjert 
* ny 7 hoe ta intitle us t0- Divine 


Þ. + - 4. Of the agree : Fartzor on cur: 
Ent Haile wn Fer on Fortune ; area 


what ; bop far its 5 extends, Fortune p—_— = 
neceſſary 


oy 
y 


This Aﬀttance furt 
_ by God's Siranlagr ard o Clin, Cod 
ans, The be P. 7 = 


03 
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KY 


4 f0:remove the 1, 
or 


Vertu. Eve- 


{and the . Fally. of bath. 


A © ens wh reference amined, with r erence to the 


; "Mini, the Body, the outward State of Man, The 
Aadmiration of W, ealth _ - falſe and gaudy 


Appearances, 120 
Chap. Cay Of Fare... " 
otion of Fate lated. » Man's Fondneſs. Fate 


wg "fon Spirigueal Pride and Looſencſs. Fate. impugned ; 


Various Opinions about it and its 


'C v4 The Borem is Empre. The And ex- 


The. true by erence between the Pythagarean 


4 44. 
and Stoick 'Fate-—Different Opinions about the 


Neceſſity implied in Fate——— Chriſtian Fate worſe 

than Pagan. ' 2 By Regſon and Revelation. Fate 

canuet aerove vt ſe . Matter, nor from God - 

"Tis repugeant-to- Senſe and Experience. The Conſe- 

roy 4 Fate, Scripture. cleared from countertan- 
ing Fate; Demonſtrated” from the. Nature of God, 

his u declred Will and Government. Pag. 148 

Incapacity. 


(The bes of Incapacity, ſuppoſes Vertue a ſufficient Foun- 


dation of Happineſs. Incapacity\ threefold, Namral, 
Maral, Nd . There 1s no. natural | Incap: wit of 


| rant Grace and | Natwre Teconciled. 
Strengt 


each examined, and demenſtrated in Fatt, 
with r e to Cuftom and Faſhion, Pain and Plea- 


- ſure. - The: Farce of Incl.,nation payed: Duineſs 


conſidered, and a light chouginleſs: Ti 


' 2. Of Moral Incapacity. The Corruption E. Nature, 


and Divine Affittance, how far they influence the 
eſent Subjett, 3. Of Penal Incapacuy. Pag, 191 
« 7. Religion no Enemy to our preſent Happineſs, 


Happineſs the Fruit of Rel:gion, proved b 


y plain fm x 
and the natural Inflaence of Faith and _— be 
mn 
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The Contents. 


Defdrie of the Cres nar nenſiten = x; 
ET ERTE The and Silly. The Bu. 


Princes. 
pineſs of hes Devout cw pcncd, and for. te 


Inſtances. Pag, 255 
Tic Caſe and Non vt wfurtinſs  þ 
oe es and Remedies i 5 
his purſuit of Happineſs. 
, b.7 Thr gn Care of Sr \ Deviation 


Ts more otiule and eee C anſes of ill Sur- 
ceſs afſigned. 1. The Frame and\ Contexture of Hu- 
mane Nature. 2, Vitions Education." /3. Vitiou Wl > 
Corverſation : The natural Effetts of "which are, 

L. Incorfiderateneſs.. 2. Falſe Notions. 3. Ungo- 
wvernableneſs and Imporency of Will, 4. Infinceri- . 
fy. $. Levity and Inconftancy, The your Exemm- 


3. The Cre of the former Maladies. | 
Comprniy to Reaſon the general Cure. This Confars 
x pa appear in two things : 1. In the Poſt 
rig Serk 2. In the purſuit of the | 

Fw and Conflancy. . Inferr'd from all bow. wo are 
treat the Body. What our Education ;. our 
| RR ought tp be. 7 
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Of the Wnko4e! to this Enquiry, and of the 
in nora which ng be tae 'd 4ſt; it, 


. 
tion WM -- 
+. * 
—_ oo — 


D — 


all: CHAP. 1 
* The Importance, the Neceſſity, of ity 


= HE Deſire of Happ ind che 
are, moſt Powerful, and moſt Univerſal 
Ingo- Principle of Hunijane Ations1 This Z 


' moves the Prifce/and Peaſdtit; the 
Learned and the Idiot : Revelatiowand Ris 
ſon take this for granted ; all Laws, both 
= Divine aid Hiimane, py our Happi> 
oy nets as the ſole and fu t Motive to our 
MB Obedience: 


| and Government do unanimouſly con- 
Wiett inthe Propoſal df this 6ne geiieral End ; 
yet {0 greatis the Diverſity (I may fy Con- 
Wtferitty) in the Methods in which chey pur- 
ſus it; Aligt ir feos to! irhply the Dilcotbey 
X B 


Ai Fury aſt Thabiek. 


The Im: 


portance 
of this 


Enquiry. 


Biie all-elils whils; tho" 411 ſorts of -Relii 


ſeem, according to the different. ] nes, 
of Men, fo —_ different Parks She head 


tO It, 

And yet till I have 6d the Notion of 
Happineſs, and found” out what it conſiſts 
in, *tis impoſſible Fſhould live rationally ; 
How ſhall I ſteer the Courſe of my Life a- 
right, when I know not what Port I would 
make ? How ſhall my Attions tend to any” 
Wiſe or Noble Purpoſe, when I have. no. 
Mark prefix'd *em.? till then I mult live ex» 
remipore, and a; at random, I muſt aban-- 
WP ; ſelf ro Wind and Tide,--to Time 


Quo me cum; rapit tempeſt as, deferor boſpes. ' 
Tof ly «Storm for my Retreat I take - | b 
batever Shore th' unguided Bark can make, + 
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"my MY if. could excuſe the Confidence:or Pre- 
"y Ho this Enquiry, by pleading” the 
"4. Se Happineſs, yet ſure; 

he multi of thoſe Evil which 
ie, which”tis not. obly irs. ©... 
ng ut. RE Ns To. far to» yield * pg 
7 iba to, as..n0t to Eroggle to freg wary, 20 
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cur fee ae a under che Wo h 
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of theſe Evils, by mk to *em one hngr 
than 'em. all, Deſpair ?- Sa we think the 
Thread of Evils is ſo cloſely and fatally wove 
_ opal with (ihe Thread'of Li (that: 
no no. Induſtry can prevent *em ? 
That no Philoſophy (how Didi heres) 
can divide or — the one from the 
other ! -and. confequently never think of any 
other than that one Univerla Remedy of 
Virgil, ran oy 
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Ab wreched Nature. ah: 200 helpleſs State | 
id nough ht but faſfeting 54ar0'reome our Fate ! 


' No,.no,/ let, cthargidd/ what they will, 
Pb thus, abandon my (el6, I will not 
ruled dutrdlyreoounce my my» 


of the moſt perfe& Being, þur that ho kt 
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A econdh, The utmoſt Hap ineſs of this 
Lite, ſo-trifling and -1nconſiderable, that it 
cannas recompenſe our Time and Travail: 

Thirdly, There is no need-of Study-or 
Enquiry.-after Happineſs ; Nature and Cu- 
wh var Aeon beſt Gnidesto je 4%! | 
IS t Variety there | is it 
the: Nature of- : Mans and- conſequently | 


their Happineſs, abundantly refures al! = 


'tempts of "this" nature, a 
impoſſible « mes frame One 
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it cy; they that will pretend to be acute.and Happineſs 

44 above the vulgat part of Mankind':(for "5,12 
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as theſeme Paſſion, One Day i# thy Courts i 
bets. than 4 "thoiſind ; T cannot chuſe but 
think there are jrrefiftible Charms and Beau: 
ties'in  Vertue,' 'and Pleaſures ir true Philo! 
ſophy'as'raviſhing' as they aro pure” and. ſa- 
* and 'who'then' can” reſtrain! himſelf 
from'the' glowing Defires of, atid reſolute 
Endeaveurs aftera ſhare in thett ?' When T 
have read Soerates dying with Leone 
Charity, -and ference 'Hopes,"and-with-an' 
undiſturbed Mind; eafily partirig' with all- 
here wk when'I have read of Simeon 
waiting for, and'expeting Dearh, as wea 
Enboufers do the Erepitnr Shades, or Hite. 
lings/ the-Reward of ther Work when T. 
read St. Pau! with humble Tripatience ex- 
preflitig his devout Defire of Death-and Dif- 
ſolution ; when 'T have ſeen ſome ' (as ſome 
I haveſeen) ſetting in Calm, and *Majeſty, 
and-Trrumph, asf they had attended Death, 
as the old Romans once did the barbarous 
Gazals, in their Chairs and Robes; when T 
have feen-Men die, not only with Conteat, 
but "almoſt in an'Ecftaſie, and” the Sout 
brath'd forth not ina' Groan, bur WO" 
. ation ; 
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us:to? We do.not {ce that the moſt Learned' 
Clerks are always the moſt Men; ket' 
ſuchdemonſirate the Truth of their Philoſo- 
phy; by..their own: Succeſs : 'And thus they 

ity. Nature, not out of any Honour 
they defign to do it,'or the Author of it, but 
that they 'may - with the greater Security 
contemnn the one, and:deprave the other by 


andunbridled Luft. 
. -| am not ealily tempted to a Contempt of 
Nature, or of Cuſtoms; for by thitaks I 


ſhould ſeem/ injurious to God, who: is the 
Author. of Nature; and | by --the other 1 
ſhould prove injurious to Mankind, whoſe 
concurrent Senſe and: conſtant Prattice cre- 
ates a Cuſtom. Therefore as tothe former 
of the Objeftion,/ were it but once tru- 

y determin'd what, were to be underſtood 
by Nstare, this Objeftioa would vaniſh : I 
think our Souls within us may be juſtly fup- 
pog'd to conſtitute a Part of our: Nature as 
well as our Bodies; and therefore F cannot 
wg rug \ Fprarnirgner 
d 1 a ſecond 
"=, ſhould uſurp the Name and Au- 
"i thority of .Nature.; nor conſequently can I 
My be content toallow the mere ſenſual Appe- 
WY tites of the Body; much lefs the Diftates of 
_ "l vicious Habits, tor the Laws of Nature. The 
 " Body indeed is an Eſſential Part of our Na- 


ture, 
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ſhane ar .to-it ſelf the '{Autho- 
rag 4: Law. . -It remains therefore- thar! 
tha the-Rational Soul withig-us be buy iu part” 
of ,qur. Nature,: yet | being the- better 'pirt;} | 

the ruling .pazt, . its Diftates muſt have the- 

force of Laws ; ſo that the Law-of Nature 

will be nothing elſe-but che -Cottimanids' of 

Right Reaſon. I ſhalt; be: moſt ready 'to 

grant,. that we tofollow the-Condu&t: 

of our Nature, taking it-in'this ſenſe; [Bears 

An ke ViVjh gas ſecundum cam pariem- anime vitit- 

ves -happily : who follows the Condu&+ of” 

'that- pars, to, which: belongs the undoubted- 

Bight of -Soveraignty,and- Dominion 7in! 
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which | cdqarror wire it may exclude! 
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Philoſophy > by Cufanis.is commontymaant! I it | 
thoſe Principles arid Practices which-are ge# I} frc 
nera{ly . receiv'd. and faſhionable in the Place! Y ſo; 
we live;:.I; havea juſt-Veneration for whats be: 
ever is.the feaſe of Mankind, but I-thiwk' BY mz 
their Suffrage-is not tobe taken by Number}! I /we 
but, by Weight ; nor are we'to follow che che 
Opinion or Example of «the moſt, but of the" I the 
beit : nor indeed is it poſſible ro underſtatid” Y be 


what is. che-Senſe of Mankind in this Poine#? 
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for we Fuſion agninſ againſt Cuſt Na- 
"jr jo ation, and Religion phat 
Wes x ſinks 7 No ie ak Ll, 

upon tru ve om an 


robin pep a thoſe for which they 

no better Authority than the Vote of 3 Mul- 
titude : Nor can any thing tend more to the 
Difparagement of an Perſwaſion than this, 
that *ris not. the Reſult of our Judgment but 
our agen & to the, Diſhonour 4 


| eli- 
it did not q<- EIS 
ible Arguments; that it is ſo far 
the trial of Impartial Philo- 
always invite Men toa ſo- 
don of its,Evidence ; and come 


*Tis true indeed, as 
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of Law and 
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Enjoytnents be, whoſe" Souls: are: Rag? 
Bi an hs: Of Fat r 


$: Or if Tmyſt alt highs "on 
; Happiriefs of a Beaft, NnNOotraris incel- 
of 4 Man: 2h me to live is ſrnewhat ti. NR 
vreater than to feed arid reft, and we the 
{ar muſt be AG mote than t6/live T 
| je theſe are, | 

af The Gay, the Gam the Mo 

*Unrhinking part of Mankind ; 
Kin tha own Opinion, arid truly in the 
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Happineſs : and4t their Pre- 


'P 
ther 
may; pretend to eſs : and. tl 
tence. be well;founded,. their way to-Hap- 
pineſs is-a, more. ready, plain, and- compen- 
dious one, than any that ever was, . or ever 


will be diſcover'd..... 


But- alas, ſhortneſs, of Sight cannot paſs | 


with me for Wit, -nor an unthinking; Confi- 


dence .for Wiſdom; 1. have. ſeen” moſt-of 1 
thoſe. Dreams. the; World can ;preſent the * 
gayeſt Fancy with, and upon the urmoſt of } 
found  fome- 


my Trial, I have perhaps foun 
thing that could divert my Fancy, nothing 
that.could fatisfy a Rational Soul,- 1 will not 
the Pleaſure proper..ta a Rational Being : 
nor +57 now go _abour-to ſhew, that that. 
Mind can no ſober or laſting Peace, 


Mu 500 Per Or, Kung 
much leſs Pleaſure, which is engag?d in ſuch 


"a Method of Life as it cannot give a good 


account, of, or. rationally juſtify to. it ſelf; 
both which Conſiderations would: be plain 
Refutatigns of this gay  ObjeQion ; . 'tis e- 
nough in. this place to ſay that this ſort of 


Life is repugnant to thoſe Principles, which, | 


Religion reveals, which Reaſon ſeems readi- 


brgo embrace, and which are back'd by all | 
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Authority which the unanimous Appro-» 


bation of the wiſcſt and beſt part of Man- | 
kind 
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kind can give *em. It behoves us therefore 
not to abandon our ſelves to this kind of 
Lite, till we have narrowly diſcuſs'd} and 
try'd theſe” Principles; for-1f they ſhould 
prove true, then will this ſenſual, careleſs 
Life _—_— to'a miſerable Eternity :- and 
tho they ould be falſe, yet-rill weare up- 
on Ration?] Grounds convinc'd that they are 
ſo, we have little. Reaſon to: commit -our 


$ - Happineſs to fo great-a hazard, where the 


Odds are very great againſt us, that we are 
in the wrong. 

- It remains notwithſtanding all theſe Ob- - 
jeftions, that it behoves Man to pur- 
ſue his Happineſs by a Rational Enquiry 
after jt, neit undervaluing Human' Na- 
ture or its' Happineſs, nor giving 'up-him- 
ſelf to the guidance of the brutiſh and blind: 
part of him,” but ſeriouſly and rhorowly't& 
examine whatever End be proposd to'hin 
as. his Happineſs, or whatever Methe&'be 
propos'd- to him as the way to it? but 
when we have blown off theſe not* formi- 
dable Objeftions: againſt rthis' Enquiry, but 
looſe and wanton” Excuſes of the negle&} 
of. it, there are''others yet' that ſeem by'a 
fairer ſhew of Reaſon to' deter us "from it 
by the difficulty and unſucceſsfulneſs of the 
Attempt. 
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G62. 4+ Happineſs (lay they ) is like-Bratent-a0 


/oiy the Poet, .irpurs nfomany i 
there % in and, Shapes, that-it- ſeams impolible-10 cir 


Man ; ard cm cribe it within general Rules, of:to-re+- 


5 Me rap preſent) it under any one fixt, :definite and 
re ho lingle: Notion or Idea jand-it deferves well 
"tremrs, £0 be; examin'd; what: Weight or. Truth 


Attempts, 


there 4s: in. the ,Vulgar-Noton 'of Happt» 
nels, + 'Fhat far a;Manito'be happy is no- 
thing e1ſe-but to live according toitus Fancy : 
and «it ſeems no Jef abſurd-to invuae;every 
Man to the ſame Heaven, or granily = 
Humour :by the ' ſame' kind of -Happuneſs, 
than to entertainall. Appetites with one and 
the:ſame Diſh: - /- omar: 

. .Buras1n that great variety of -Cotmplexi- 
on; Feature, Shape-and. Motion, iand m-that 
gret' diverſity: of. Capacities and Endows- 
mentswhich we, hehold-in Men, there is yet 
ane-common Nature wherein they all agree, 
whereby they. are: canſtituted-[Creatures af. 


the! ſarne Species; quift ſuch accidental Vae; - 


rigties: may the: Hippwels of Man be 
ble-of; and yet#lie Lite and Being, the Soul 
+> 3 -2007ves of ay rs the: ſame, 
d conſequently amay. be .comprebendedun-. 
der; general Rules, "And tf this: :Anfwer 
were:not: ſufficient, it would nor be:abſurd 
coy, that Happineſs like: Beaury may: put. 
onvarious Drefles, and yet be ſtill charmin 
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and delightful ineach; = 
that of Heaven ( for ſo the Rabbinswlicus.. 
of —_—_ has that in it which gratihes 

every. Palats,;: there ave Saveraign-and un 
allay'd Bleſſings, ſuch as Life, P erfetdion, 
Inaolence; $c, which :rake with Macs Ap- 
petites: and are-univerſally pwr 
the. Sons: oh:Men;' Or: 1 miycorul 
That - muſt/-not only - 7-be pre 

| for: Man: "but Man his 
Happineſs; /be muſt! become. a; Rational 
Creature &re he can enjoy! a:Rational Vlea- 
a want of : wot 17-10 
that Opuni6ns; concer 
pineſs- rings which'1s 10 area Di: 
For; TY EET 

It Gencefioiten "4 but that che Opitians 
of Men: » Happineſs have |bern 
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many-ifferent Ptpetichrhe nk bes 
vatabenk tof the Minds of Mew thave 
mark*d: out to Happineſs; I have nocan- 
dervaluing/ [Thoughts | of the- Abilities of 
de emprial mh felch Rint, 
own ; I cannot think my 
nor can Epromiſe that ry ie 
tunate-or-more induttrious in my{{carchrthan 
othersp this 'is my Comfort; that my..mif+ 
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Nor can'E think that Uncertainty; which 
this Diverſity of Opinions ſeems to umply 
ſufficiear ro deter' an wi 1 0 Enury; 
no-fick Man'in' his 

Deli or Hoperiafa Cary — bonne Phyſi- _ 


cians 'difter in their s about the Me- 
thod'of 'it : the ſtudy of has ne- 
ver -been utter eos of one 


Age baffle and orethrow thatof another ; 
and! yet even this a ſtands rather upon 
the Weakneſs and Obſcurity of 'the former, 
than;its 'own Strength, or Evidence. The 
ty wi art wr ſo 

A RP as ve 'd, 
_— Anton 
rw: reef Truth, even at the ſame time 
when they believ'd that it could not be fully 
found. out : for where Certainty cannot be 
had;1tis.not unreaſonable tofollow the faireſt 
Mo ny Grades untrainhranncd man 

inany certai more 
inthatof Happineſs ; ſince the-Necellity. of 
this Study above any 'other doth more indi. 
penlibly oblige us toit: for all Labour and 
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Happineſs is to no pitpoſe, ſince we are 
here the better for't ; for to be the better, 
andtobe the happier for is all one 


"But there isno reaſon why we ſhould take 
up with theſe cold and lifeleſs Anſwers 
which will fatisfy-none, but thoſe who are 
extreamly-well inclin'd : we may now bold- 
ly ſay, the Difficaltics that former Ages mer 
with, are of no force-now to deter us; -we 


-* carrnow free our ſelves from the 


Terrors of an inviſible Power without ba- 

niſhing'him out-of that WO ON Ba 

ſelf created ; we can now $6 Os 

to come without the Aſſiſtance of 

Dreams ; and the - Exiſtence of if Souls after 

Death, without their Pre-exiſtence before 

our Birth: To beſhort, we have now Re- 

velation for our Rule, and every good-Man 

« Divine Spirit for his Guide; na nay, every 

Man (if he be ſincere) in ſuch uirics 

as theſe. I any of lack Wiſdoms, let him ask James 24 
of God, who giveth to all Men liberally, and «p- 
breideth not ; and it ſhall be given him. Sothat 

now we may very rationally conclude,” that 

fatalTgnorance or fatal Error in this Point 

muſt be. 1 either to-a lazy and ſottiſh 


Contempt of that Knowledg we are moſt 
nearly concern'd in, and the Means condu- 
cing'to/it,” or-to an obſtinate- Reſiſtance of 
that Conviftion which God endeavouts to 


Ftpbis Ward and bs U3t, 0f4t 
to the want of. that,juſt Jeratjo 
we on a ay: raved Train wo 
,necelſary-, reparation  WANGY 1 
Pivine Aſfiftance,: and 1enables us to;under- | 
Rand the Divine Will; and for this reaſpn 
7:3 Taregaat and. ſharp .Contentions. ;of 
TALE = 
] Q eve 1 
ed 7 fl Pogue) Coo 
,40F e$tnat. OL, 
is at! Unity of Fundamentals, notiof  Fan- 
gies; .it! mui} be-conjeiled, thas,our. Sets and 
Divaſions have:their Riſe-and- Propagation 
from theſe and ſuch like -Cauſes ;- nothing 
being mare common than that. Mens-Tem- . 
pers, and Complexions, and Educations,! and 
Intereſts and;Paſlions ſhou'd give a Biaſs to 
their - Judgments, and Dy por a to, their 
Tenet. $and -Qpinions;-,.4-is eaſy to fee that 
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 drouzy, Careleſneſs ;' of. others, the Wan- 
drings/ of |a.wantom: Confidence ; of 
the cropked;Windings af deſigning ] 
and1o-on ::for ic. may. with much. truth be 
avs affiray'd, ar Ya py as Philoſopby 1 ba 
ers. nece fundamental, is. 
Reſult of:ſome.unyorthy Luſt and Paſſion: 
Butall;theſe Matters; namely, the uſe of Re- 
TRIO: God's Spirit, t Vegopel all 


922d ObjeQti- 
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after Happinels, &c;;; {hall be moce-tully. 
a { 


| ought to-be the End, che Centre of allour 


* Nature, .appears plainly'to capacitate us for, 


— = —= 
Pla, tg about it, dag Re 8 | 


thens were to encounter in; their, Ei 


proper places.) i-.1/2 4  * 
Thus I think -I:hayein this Safin, uf 


Delires and Endeavours, that'is, 
ey aa when ir) 


Let us not oy 6 fax difpar 
dervalue Humane Nature, or Q1 
Authors of it, as ever once to fancy that 
_ is too great for us, or we too lit- 

it ; or that God ſhould difallow, as a 
Sacrilegious Ambirion; the moftrational At- 
tempts of a rational Creature, I mean thoſe 
of becoming happy : ſince we ſeek no other 
Happineſs than what the Make and Frame 
of  Nattire, and conſequently the God of 


and deſign us to ; the greatneſs of which no- 
thing 


.- 


EM 


An Enpuary. 
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ane, Fre well expres as the Tranſports 
ite wee think'this Happineſs ſo eaſy 
a Purchaſe, that it will rur-into the T1 of, 


the Sluggiſh;” or it ſelf tothe 
braces of ſenſel $ brutiſh Luſt. No, . 
but induſtrious 'Reaſon, pure and 
vigorous Philoſophy, can &er attain it : The 
or the Wanton, the Fool and Vain, 
may have ſome fits of Eaſe and Mirth; onl 
the Rational, only the Philoſopher can 
ſeſs true and | Happineſs: Nor let the 
numerous Contentions 
Pretenders, diſcourage us 
from the ConduRt of Reaſon 'and 
Rexel $ are the Contentions of 
not' 2A uhm Fruth and Happi- 
neſs [cY ſome have lately'fancy*d of Love) 
inhabit-a Palace, into which none can enter, 
but humble, fincere, and conſtant Lovers. 


— apa Happineſs 
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mg ih as SECT, I. - 
Of the ' Attdinableneſs or- Poſſibility of 
EY Happineſs in this Life. 


CHAR +1 Los 


' The Notion of Happiteſs fate} Granted im- 
Cs apa of ther of ible Tf, 
ye init ſelf conſidtrable and defir able. 


"Aving removed ſuch Difcouragements 
| 4 were ſs conſiderable, T come now 
to examine that which atracks my. 
with the rudeſt Violence, 'and-unc 
DART HED 
World: Tis true, 'if our | 
Happineſs here, could ſucceed no, further 
than to ſecure it to us hereafter, 'none'could 
deny, them reaſonable upon this ſole Ac- 
count : Yet becauſe. this on 'would 
blunt the Force of one of the moſt ? gy 
ful Motives to Religion, which. is, its 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and alf its Paths 
Peace, and conſequently very much abate 
our Vigilance and Induftry in purfuir of it ; 
1 judg it indiſpenſibly neceſſary to enter into 
5 þ 


2 full-Diſcufſion of this nanaging 
which'T-will, - I 
= 
—— RE AT Gatif 
ry to. all ObjeQtions 'to = 
But, before T do either of theſe, as well 
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terrupted : and ſoam I content to think him 


a hom al Diane 
greater than his 


Troubles, whoſe Hopes are more and Srea- 
ter * 
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we cannot deny that fo are. happier. an 


| of the one, ,or Mulry's of: Ship anery, 1 
owing in ſome meaſure at 

tues .and_Vices, . and theſe to themſelves. 
And if this be: true, *tis evident, we-may 


be, hat y if we.w] I; and thowe .may not; 
equal moſt Happy, E:2. will. got ex-: 
e 


Te -Education; Fortiane, from all. 
ſhare iri Mens Miſery: or., = yet 

nce every degree. of Happin AY Vas: 
"Jet:us withall: our. Might endeavour 


to be as happy as we can. 


Ne. quia ; deſperes Lact membra Glycomis, | 
Nadoſa Corpus noli probibere C hiragrs: 
Eft quiddam prodire tens —— 


;, ſo.we mult not deny. thax..the Hap- 


caſt to their Ver. 


OTHERS PORNO eaiGwMWwu a, 


OB w_ ©'r _ IN» o — TI” ST STE 


5 


S®R=7 


Ds Een n= —_ egg or —_—_ _ 
____ "fr Happimeſe. 


D2 


CI I—_ 


The mighty Ghew's Strength you can't | 


Don't therefore fcorn ta free your Limbs 
 from/Pain © + 
Of knotty Gout: Eaſe, thonot Strength, 
to gain, 11.1 | 0 
Is no Taal Happineſs——- 
But to purſue our Proof ; 


2. It is a great Abſurdity to confound or 


'- v>. Vertue and Vice, but 'tis not the great- —_— 
eſt they commit whodeny the _ of Evil in the 
t baniſhes #*i*: 


attaining Happinels ; for he-t 
Happineſs 4 of the World, does" at the 
ſame time baniſh Good and Evil- out of it 
too : for Good being nothing elſe - but the 
Subſerviency of ſome things to our true In- 
tereſt and Pleaſure, and Evil the ang 
of others to our trouble and injury ;-it 

needs follow, if there be: Good and Evilin 
the World, that he who has a greater ſhare 
of Good than Evil, is a happy Man';7and 
he that denieth Good and Evil, may with as 
plauſible a Confidence deny all humane Paſ- 
ſions, and aflert' that there is neither Love 
nor Hatred, . neither Joy, -nor Grief, nor 
Hope, nor / Fear, nor Pity; :nor Envy ; for 


. Good or Evil are the Objedtsor Cauſes of 


D 3 all 


a "8 
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all theſe. T may then, Tk, "A 
mr that no: Man will take inhe-Opis 
F- ache: 6 that there is no ſc thing 3 
vil. inthe World; .and::conſe- 
EN be "A toacknow- 
lag fach a-State as brag 4þvar 
unleſs they. will os 
rucl things ;- "bn; Firſt, That: Frlgrow 
up ev wherein thick 
ſcatter'd, and rarely be had, ts: 
grown up to_its Maturity : That 


| Le nec court of Evil 

| qutwe rage®cene 
Pr ;Secondly, t Evil ON 

enom and init, No, ittle+E- 


vil contributes more to: our Miſery; than 
zreat deal of: Good (can to our Happinebs; 
oripe and full-grown is\Evil,-{o lank; un- 

rown, and every way imperſeRt is Good 
196:tliis World. -.- Or, Thirdly, That we our 
ſelves. can contribute-nothing to that Good 
or Evil 'which is our Portion ; ?tis the 'Pro- 
du8;, -not . of Reaſon. or Induſtry, bur of 

[Fme:and Chance, or of ſome other Prin- 

ciple which: is not in aur Power, Alltheſe 

deſerve to be. hes; apr" d, not only; becauſe the 

Examination tochearand 

encourage; the Minds " Men, and to ren- 

der the-great Creator and Gora of the 

World moredear and venerable tous ; but 


a | 
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his Creatures : The ny of. ay other 

pul wart entto it, ſince he has 
albcnremely liberally with'em, tho they 
enoy,.-not what. they, poſſeſs. | Weare not 
—_ tO/ Jud ; of the World bythe Cla- 


pats jat themſelves as chey 
| ;. who do- not mar and. corrupt 
= by Pceviſkneſs, or: or: Envy, or 

fof antonneſs, but can weigh their 

vments,. their Hopes and-their Merits 
þandequ ual Ballances ; and diſcerning 

hw knee tg wk ks Ave 
ore:and praiſe the, World's Au- 

thor. and Go Gpvernour.. If ny 

were to be determin'd by ſuch, ; we ſhould 

0 theſe. cyen Shel en your vek wpeNy ans Tyrannical 


EASE CEWOMmMboA<DOmKKGRAA©C LL co. 2a 
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on by-their Chearfulneſs and 'Contentment : © | 
what: would they have" done, if Providence * + 
had-planted *em there where a fertile Soil 
and thriving Trade had unladed'ithe Wealth 
and of the World into their Arms, 
and aimild and gentle Government had ſe- 
cur'd and guarded their Enjoyments? 

But ler us decide the Controverſy not by Frm the 
Votes but:Reaſons, let us conſider the State J*X * 
-and:Nature of the World ; Is there one ina 
thouſand: who is left urterly unfurniſh'd 
all Means of wiſe and wholeſom Inftruftion, 
whacty is the Good! of the Soul of Man ? or 
is there one in a'thouſand maim'd and defe- 
iveinthe Powers and Faculties of the Soul, 

' or: Senſes: and»Members of the Body ? Is 
wan in a thouſand nes we, 
and envious Planets, that he cannot 

by —— Vertue provide himſelf 
a comfottable Subſiſtence ? View arid fur. 
vey the.World; examin and conſider Man, 
and ther tell me whether there be any room 
for thoſe Repre and ſpiteful RefleQti- 
ons, by which ſome Men have. ſo outrag'd 
Nature and Providence ?- Philo Judewc tells 
usa Rabbinical Story to this e, That 
wheg' God had created the World, he de- 
manded of a Prophet; Whether he ſaw any 

Ing to confurnmate and 


thing wanting compleat 
tho Prion Work? Who told” him, __ 
| Fong 
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upon the Farth, ſo-wopderful is the Vario "© 
ty; 1o-incon the 1404 


If + there a 


alt ee ary Gas This is the World we 


gry ag -us -now conſider Man, 20d we ſhall Fw the 
find with the Pſalmiſt,- har be is wonderfaly TT 
waa ; he is bus: tu the lower than the Anpels;; val. 139. 
he's rawb'd with'Glory and Honoar, and al 
the'Creatures' ate put under his. Feet, all the 21. 8. 
Fowls of the Air, ayd all the Beaſts of the 
Field, How infinitely wiſe as well as kind 
does God: appear in his Contrivance? $9 
modeſt are- his: Appetites, that a ſma}l Por- 
tion.'of Nature's Good 4s a full _— 

Fea y 


An Ha 


Proviſion, mall the Joys and 
BE 5 of ets which Jn is'oreath - 
ble of taſting and enjoying, If pho 
= Mind of Man, *tis capable of a” moſt 


- + ta the” pegs and 
Gparatins ature ; nay, 'it riſes higher, 
it paſſes the Bounds of Mechanick Gro-ank 
it entertains 'it ſelf with moral P 
and the ſpiritual Excellencies of an inviſible 
World, and gazes on 'thoſe Charms 'and 
Glorics which are not ſubject to the bodily 
Eye: Yultws nimic  lubricos aſpict : Such 1s 
the Nature of the Soul, that when it pleaſes 
it can retire within it ſelf, withdraw from 
Senſe, and be ſecure and hap y in its own 
Strength and Wealth, Ipſs ſuis pollens opi- 
b««: and when it Nleafes | it can walk forth 
' like Dizabto ſee the Daughters of the Land, 
thoſe Beauties that Senſe preſents it with ; 
and that too (if guarded by awful Vertue) 
without the danger of a Rape. To fay all 
of it ina word, *tis ca nibldef'« dure te all 


of the Evil of this World. 
Fatis avolſa wolunte. 


There are no Fates that can controat 
The ſovereign Freedom of the Soul, 


wdyg ſo- various, - = 


wy cre boi p tisfaQtion in the Contemplation 


the Good, and nor neceſlariy ſubje@t toany | 


ilin cannot, be. terthan the 

Ko. ae raan 7 Gro, 
And to leavethus Matter beyond diſpute, ron 

no Man dra - Gcripeare, 

ſhould admit of Opinion ; or 

no. Texts,of Divine Writ. o are. more L 

than thoſe which-proclaum to. us God's L, EY 

of Mankind ; | That; he - doth nor Aut or - 

grieve wilingh he Childeen of Mer : that the Y 

Book of Creation and Providence. is writ all 

over with the legible. Chara of Loves 

{o legible, that x renders the Idola 

425 ly, Os, bn BOY 

GEves ts F16RT) all FDIN85_ 1 Tim. 6, 

his -where the Apoſtle excellently ex- 

es. at. ONCE the Bounty and. Defign of 

Gol: ay, yes in that we adn 

t richly ; 'Delign, not to enkin 

nt ergy 

0 or © only. to U 
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after Happineſs. 


than the other ; for our Mixforcunes onl 
we fulſer far our Grimes, the whole Man 


ſuffers, the Soul as. well as Body : Misfor- 


tunes, when the Storm. is o're-paſg'd, leave 
no deform'd Ruins, no Wounds nor Scars 
behind *em ; but our Crimes: leave” Stains 
and Guilt behind, which haunt the Mind 
with perpetual Horror, From th diſtin- 


-Qion of the Nature and Effect of Evils, we 


ray infer this comfortable-Concluſion, That 
can make Man wholy, traly miſera- 
hy but himſelf; Nothing can .oppreſs him 
by the Weight of moral Evil, but hisown 
ice, for nothing can compel or neceſſi- 
tate him to-be wicked ; the Srroaks, the 
Wounds of Natural Evils (fo I will all all 
the reſt diſtin from Moral, and owing - 
their Being to the Revolutions of Time, 
Chance, and Nature) are faint and flight ; 
the Mind of Man ought not to ſuffer it ſelf 
to be too deeply and ſenſibly affeQted by 
them. I Audoog ry par yr wk 
i to t Im- 
me of theſe Evils : and -truly that 
Mind that is furniſh'd with true Notions of 
things, witha rational and ſolid Faith, with 
pa ore well-grounded H may bear 
he impetuous ſhock of all t Warm and 
Seer calm and unmov'd : nay, I ny 
E bol 


- An Enquiry. 


 boldly'affirm, not only that Vertue'cherks 
andcontrouls' theſe Evils, blunts their Edg, 
and abates their Force ;- but,” what is more, 
that their natural Strength, their own pro- 
per Force' is weak and contemptible, unleſs 
-our own Vices be combin'd and confederated 
with *em againſt us. Our Pride muſt aid 
our Enemy to render his Afﬀront provo- 
King 3 our Covetouſneſs and Ambition muſt 
'afſiit Fortune to render its Contempt or Ha- 
tred of us deſtruQtive to the Tranquillity of 
our State. FPalſhood under a diſguiſe of 
Friendſhip could/never have abugd our Con- 
fidenee, 'by- betraying -our Infirmities, or 
forſakirg us in Affliction, had not 6ur own 
Folly and Self-concert' firſt betray*d us, ex- 
poſing usa naked + to Flattery and Trea- 
chery: _ 'The Coldneſs'or Neglett of Great 
Men'could- never wound us ;. the hollow 
_ deceitful Profeſſions of thoſe above us, could 
-never fool or fret us, did nor the Fondneſs 
of onr-own Deſires betray us firſt into vain 
"Preſumption, and "a flattering Credulity. 
The'Stortn that ſnatcherh away a Relation 
"or a Friend,'-could never ovitclacw me, 'if 
I {t66d upon my own bottom, if T were-not 
guilty--ot one -of the greateſt Weakneſſes, 
of prong my Happineſs in any thing/out of 
my own-Power, andfo makinginy ſelf de- 
petident'upon- another Man's Fancy or For- 
x : | rune. 
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tune: Finally, Death ir ſelf muſt deriveits 
Terrots from the motirnfirl 'Soletmnities we 
dreſs it iti, from the Datkneſs and Hortors 
of our” deluded Imaginations ; or elle "it 
would prove but a conterhiptible B A 
very inconſiderable Evil, or zone «t 
*ris evident, That if we Aiſtinguiſh! Evils 
into Natural and Moral, we ſhall have lit- 
tle reaſon to think rhe Influence of Evil'fo 


- malignant arid deadly, ſince *ris in our own 


power to avoid Moral Evils ; and Natural 
ones ſtrike but half way, they wouhd' not 
the Soul that i is arm'd ard guarded' with 
Reaſon and Reli 

But' now, if with the Stoicks we ſhould 
admit of no other ſoft of Evil but what is 


' Moral, if we ſhould -allow the name of Good 


to nothing but Vertue, or of Evil ro nothing 
but Vice, then we muſt look upon tempu- 
ral and 'external Misfortunes as Inconvent- 
ences and Difad _—_ oaly'" ; they may 
make us leſs happy; be ppp; bur hey carinot' make 
us muſerable;*/, Andrraly, wy wW 
ſippoſe or rake for panel that there'were 
another Life, or that The Pleaſure of Vertue 
rag ne x Ark Calamities and Afidtions, 
were conſiderably great; rhis Opinion can- 
hot ondr: of fry great'an Abſurdiry as ſome 
it; or be a tflete Aojopor ge, 
& id CeiitcnbicH ic” Wortls; fince T can- 
2 not 


e ſhoultthiere | 


got tell: with what anger ro T 


ane Tr: 
[oor Hard Boks whichdi 
procure for us an infinite Good,'or a omg 


fa ure which doth abundant] out-wergh our 
| SE : * 
of, wiery— tis now. -fafficiently evident that 


: pin make quan notiof that Far ayt 8 
> 6 HD Y Oe Tucp Say 4 it ſhould 
«pm Men. be thoug fe thay a:\little Evil: doth more ef. 


CS contri to our Miſery, than a 
EEE ineſs : 


bow ſlight-the I are 
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an rally make rape us,.. = ttheir 
Be oo commonly” 1 \Men hen general: 

ly are moy'd and afchred by "Tis 


true (awe Top; Havre and 
Barth upon every {light occaſion, that wall 
reezive Good 'but no Evil: at the Hand of 
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ORE to elude the ftroke bs force of 
Evil : Nature opens its Arms, enlarges 
it ſelf to receive Good, and all the Powers 
of the Mind excedily- ftrive to ſhare init ; 


| butircontrafts and ſhrinks, retires and ſtands 


upon its-defence at the approach of Evil: 'tis 
apt to flatter it ſelf, and apt to hope,, apt to 
len Evil, and Good, ” 


y Projects, and eafil 
Lge yy content it. ſelf! wi 
thin, airy, and imaginary Schemes of Good : 


this and much more is evident in'a thouſand 
pla Inſtances of Human: Life, by; which 
in, Narure in the corivance of Man 
bindy rigs LO him for 


op A prncy Sat a6 yr increaſe 
ro V11, tor 

the te Cood, to fy ns Defefts of this 

State, Is it not mani- 

ar eons whe: ok Tels 19g Fog 

We are. willing 

S 7 -—aody and' call in the: Aids of 

toadorn and enmch her Gifts, Nor is 

caly. to defeat Man: of this Humour, he 

dreams ofa benomeb AbyS wen \Good, 

in every Pleaſure; and 


Foakmations of Experiznc, he fl 


deſires to'vepeat i Oe ore: again, 
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as if be'did ftill hope to find ſome new. un- / 
taſted Sweet, ſome. Pleaſure undiſcover'd, . 


mary fra before.” How apt are we'to flatter 
our ſelves, and willing to: be flatter*d ! every 
Man repreſents himfelf'and State under the 
faireſt Idea that he:can-poſhbl iy frame of it, 
and turnsaway his Eye pT hought from 
everything that may-offend him 7 Beauty, 

ealth, Underſtanding; Wiſdom, 
=q tation, Attendants; Power, Wealth, 


whatever furare Good he-can. form tho. 


but a ſlender Pretenfiofto, make up the gay 
Idea-3/ nay, and even::long Life and undi- 
ſturd'd Security, /are- there drawn as two 
Pillars to {upport'the Building, the daring 
but/kind-Confidenceof '' Man, that makes 
himſelf the Maſter: of! Fate and Fortune ! 
If you ſhovld mark this Tablet withever ſo 
ns ED .and curious an.Eye, you would not 
diſcover either 7 mag” of Folly; 
ur, or-Poverty 


:i:for theſe, Man, kind to himſelf, bs: | 


wer far from his ghts, and ſuffers 
not to enter intoithe Portraiture of himſelf, 
And-hence 'tis that moſt Men never difturb 
Liſe with the apprehenſion 'of its End, and 
never feel Death till. they are dying 5; "kind 
Taſtin& ſhewing us an caſier. way ro leſſen 


this Evil, than che Reaſon of moſt Philoſo- | 


pls ever-could, making our ſuffering ex- 
treamly 
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treamly ſhort; and even'theg rooalmoſt in 
the midſt of Death, Men fondly dream of, 
and hope--for Life, and can ſcarcely" ſuffer 
their Hope to expire inthe laſt Gaſp: Nay, 
{o willing to be deluded, ſo eaſy. to be: um- 
pos'd upon /are Men, that-they makeeven 
thoſe things which are the Trophies of 
Death, the Monuments of Man's Frail- 
xy and, Vanity, miniſter to them ſome ſlight 

forts: at leaſt againſt: Mortality ;) they 
divert and gy era Avy Jon tt the 
Mourning: and | Pomp 0 wes, 
with: Blacks and Tortbs, with the dying 
Echo'sof —_— Reputation, and withthe 
Grandure: and of -their Poſterity 3 
as if : they: did: | ſly perfwade /:them-" 
ſelves hacakep oa? be awe in-all 
theſe things, that: ſomething beyond: the 
Grave did.relate to them, and thatthey did 
not utterly periſhandidie;/: And if this'kind 
as wellas obſtinate Hopedo in ſome meaſure 
break the: force of . the greateſt Evil,-that is 
Death, we'canrior bur expect thar-it ſhould 
be highly-ſerviceable ro Man in m him 
to deſpite, or enabling him'to vanquiſh leſs 


Evils :-herice *tis that»no Examples-of the 
Inconſtancy or Change of fern, of the 
of Royator Popular Favour,zno 

Inſtances of lighted Service, deluded:Hlope, 
ſudden Death, or any thing of this kind are 
E 4 ſuffi 


we boldly adventure 
we ſee xa jth pereeny Wrecks, 


0 OI purſue thoſe Paths, where 

we every moment meet with the ominous 

Ruines' of diſappointed '/Hope, and m_ 

Fs ed nee tr ch ie 

it 15, ?d not that [i to 
be, Formats an cn te 

, or the Work of Vertue; I have 

repreſented the Humour and-Inclina- 

Gon of Man, only that you may ſee that he 

| is riot ſuch a defenceleſs, ſhiftleſs Creature, 
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pugnant'to it. - And: | 
Veer yas Bel agent parton 
Vertue, yet you never 
burned Men or Eools, that *tisin-vain to be 
Vertyious; or irrational tobe Wiſe. Solomon 
| ratiry wood armuntg gi pv | 
'the Vanity of all thi at the Race is pcclel. g. 
not: to) che Swofh, | 807 roy 6M to. the Strong, | 
xeither yet Bread ro-the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to 
Men of Underſtanding, nor yet Favour to Men 
of.. Skill - 1 exempt not the Wiſe from ſub- 
jettionto Time and Chance, which is all that 
Solomot complains of here ; but -notwith- 
ſtanding'I muſt ever think with him, that 
Wiſdom excels Folly, as much as Light doth Eccleſ. 2. 
Darkneſs ; not only becauſe chearful, delight- 
pt 
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- pieſt Guide of Human Life,. bleſt papary 
fi 


with Succeſs, as well as rich in 1ntrin 

Good, and-in ſome meaſure ſelf-ſufficient : 
nor does our Engliſh/Proverb, Fools have the 
fortune, imply any more than that the Prof. 
perity of Fools is to be imputed to their For- 
tune, that of wiſe Men to their Merit; that 
Succeſs does commonly wait upon Vertue 
and Wiſdom, and nothing but an extraor- 
dinary Chance can turn it upon the Fool or 


Sinner ; tho all this while I underſtand Suc-. 


ceſs in things neceſſary, not ſuperfluqus : for 
I *cannot 7 4 how it can be any Diſparage- 
ment to Providence to turn that: Plenty ano 
ther way, -which would not like foft-diſtil- 
ling Rains and Dew, cheriſh, refreſh and in- 
creaſe the tender Plants, Wiſdom and Ver- 
tae, - but like a Flood: waſh away the Earth 
from their,Roots, and either utterly :extir- 
pate 'em, ..or leave 'em oppreſs'd and buried 
+11. Rubbiſh; . If this were. not true, if the 
ience, as well as Reaſon of Mankind 
did not-confirm it, Men would not ſerve 
Apprentiſhips, to: Trades, Men would not 
{tudy Arts'or Sciences, Men would not ſtrive 
with toil and hazard to make their Point, 
but lazily and ſecurely ſtay till Fortune rain 
; its Golden Showers into their Laps, 
By a Recapitulation. of all that has been 
hitherto difcours'd, it may.calily appear oo 
r 
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far I have advanc'd in-the proof of that 
Aſertion I undertook to make good; name- 
ly, that Happineſs be attain'd in this 
World. I have ſhew'd, that ſomeare ha 
pier than others, 'or at leaſt leſs miſerab 
and that this difference of Condition or 
State is to be imputed to the  Vertues of 
ſome, 'and the Vices (of others, I have 
prov'd that the World abounds with good 
Cog, that there is ng Appetite nor.Capa- 
city of Man, that may not find Objects pro- 
per and agreeable, and ſuch as in; a great 
meaſure may delight and fatisfy ; and that 
Manisendow'd with ſuch a variety .of Facul- 
ties and Senſes, that there 15 ſcarce any thing 
in all-the' variety of Bangs the World con-. 
tains, which he is not-capable' of enjoying. 
From: whence it: clearly follows, that Man 
may be happy in the Enjoyment of theſe 
' good things, unleſs the Evil of Lite ſowre 
and_imbitter the Good,; or the- attainment 
of the Gaod be out,,ofthe power of Man. 
To remove all -ſuſpiciqn- of | both which I 
diſcours'd ſomething,-,tho briefly,' of the 
Nature of Evil, ' and the Nature of Man, 
evincing, plainly' the Impotence and Feeble- 
neſs of the one, and the $ and Prepa- 
rations of the other; and for the Cloſe of all, 
I have endeavour'd to make it mamiteſt, that 
Good and Eyil- are not ſo much rhe reſale 
Q 


An Tay 


of Time or Chances, as the neceſſary 


all | the Concluſion that naturally a- 
riſes is this; That if- Man. be miſerable, *tis 
his own fault, or, which'is all one, a Man 
may” be happy if he- will, which was the 
thing to be proved. 

now by a cloſe Application of 
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whether theſe ſhall be really Evils, or ao ; 
befal thy Poſſeſſions, not thee : the 
foaliſh-and vicious Mind only ſuffers in theſe, 
the wiſe and vertuous one is much above 
them; *tis therefore thy own fault it:thou be 
oppreft with Evil. wilt thou ſay the 
former ? I enjoy no Good, no fatisfaftory 
Good. Why, 1s there no Good to be en- 
joy*d ? I have already prov'd the contrary; 
and if T had not, how eaſy were it here todo 
it ? there's Truth to entertain thy Under- 
ſtanding, Moral PerfeQtions to delight"thy 
Will, variety of Objefts to treat thy Senſes, 
the Excellencies of the viſible and inviſible 
World to be enjoy'd. by. thee : Why then 
doſt thou defer to live? why doſt thou_not 
begin. to enjoy ? Here ?tis evident that thou 
mult be ford toſay one of theſe two things, 
either that thou art not capable of: enjoy1 
theſe Bl or. that they are out of thy 
reach, out of thy power :: to. ſay thou art 
not capable of ?em-is. to renounce the Facul- 
ties of thy Soul,and the Senſes of thy Body : 
to ſay.they are out of thy reach, is in effeRt 
toſay that Vertue and Vice, Wiſdom and 
Folly are all one; or,, which is every jot as 
abſurd, that thou art wicked and ſottiſh, and 
canſt not. help- it. - And this is that indeed 
which in all do, ſay that accuſe - For- 


tune, or Fate, or Nature, or any thing but 
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themſelves as the Cauſes of their Miſery : 
and yet as abſurd as this is, it muſt be now 
examined, becaiiſe the Minds of Men are 

| erted and diſcouraged by ſuch Notions. 
Pol therefore now proceed to the next 
thing, that is, to anſwer the Objetions a- 
gain the Attainment of Happineſs. 


__CHAP. II 
God not the Cauſe of Man's Miſery. 


Obje. 1. Inmputing to God Man's Miſery, 
anſwered ; and God's Goodneſs and Holi- 
neſs afferted. The Tranſition to the Ob- 
jettions. The Importance of right Notions 
of God, Polytherſm, . Saperſtitron, and A- 
theiſm. The Iſſue of wrong ones. Set. 1, 4 


the Goodneſs of God. _ 1. bo the in 


nitely Good, The Abſardity of the contra. # 
1 © ry. God, the Original Perfettions. 
1 The Teſtimony of Pat 4nd Str __ 
Obj. 1. — God's d lines £r Die 

ans, ahſw Ob). 2; Other 4* 
oath vindicated. #. Of the 1 ws ſe 
God's Goodneſs by Man.' Whether 
Goodneſs extend to Man, condtrp3 yot hs 
main Objettion: That # dots; 15 _ 

From 


po ible to conceive, that Ma 
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From whence inferred, 1. That God is not 
the Cauſe of Man's Miſery. This proved 
by Reaſon and Authority, Humane and Di- 
vine; 2. That he is forward to affiſt Man 
in acquiring Happineſs, 3. Divine Aſi- 
tance, what it imports, The manner of it 
conſider'd and freed from Contradittion : 
This Aſiſtance further proved in Fatt, by 
God's Government of Chriſtians, Jews, and 

'* Pagans. The Idolatry of the Philoſophers, 
examined, SeCt, II. Of God's Holineſs. 
From whence is inferr'd, what is neceſſary on 
our ſide to intitle us to Divine Aſſiſt ance. 


Wi Men talk coherently, the Aſer- 


tion of my former Chapter would 
meet but few Oppoſers ; none can be ratio- 
nally allowed to deny the Poſlibility of Hap- 
—_ but ſuch as afſert Fate: For he that 
caves tO _ his Ly, leaves _ ina 
Capacity of Happineſs; it bei rd] 
x xg Aer be 
ee in his Choice of Good or Evil, and yet 
neceſſarily or unavoidably miſerable :+ be- 
ſides, few of thoſe who are fond of Pate, 
are willing to extend its Empire over the 
Liberty of Man's Mind ; it being as eafy to 
confute their Fancy, if they di by ſome 
Inſtance of a free Choice, as it was by mo- 
vingor walking to confute his, who deny'd 
Motion. If 
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If it be in the next place conſider'd, - 


none can rationally mamtain Fate, but ſuch 


as deny a God, the Belief of a God 
does naturally include his Creation and Go- 
vernment of the World ; and this again as 


naturally 1 either Vice or Vertue, Re- 
wards Ys, but on the other 
hand, the Denial of a God, and the admit- 
ting no Principle of all things but Maxrer, 
does .not only introduce a: fatal Conneftion 
and Dependance of Events on their Cauſes, 
but alſo renders every Motion of the Mind 
of Man as neceſſary and determinate, as 
that of Fire, Wind, or Water. All this put 
together, amounts to thus much, Thaf none 


ſhould exclude Happineſs, but ſuch as ex- - 


clude God and Li out of the World ; 
and fince yery few I hope are guilty'of this, 
I ought to;have very few Antagoniſts, But 
whenT am to anſwer ObjeCtions, Iam not 
to conſider fo much what Men ſhould ſay, 
as what they do ; nor muſt I chalk out'my 


own. Path, but follow Men in that they 


take, tho it be far enough from being the 
neareft way. Since therefore Men- are 
wont to unpute their Miſery one while to 
God, and another while to Chance, now 
to Fate, and anon to Tncapacity, I mult exa- 
mine what 'Truth or Juſtice there is ia theſe 
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. In this Chapter therefore I ſhall not only 
vindicate God from all Aſperſions and Ca- 
lumnies, but alſo fully afſert the Love of 
God to Mankind, whereby I ſhall not only 
baffle all the poor Pretences of ſuch as charge 
God direQly or obliquely with their Miſery, 
but alſo more ſtrongly eſtabliſh my own Po- 
ſition, by demonſtrating God's Readineſs 
to contribute all Aſſiſtance that is neceſſary 
to our Attainment of Happineſs. In pro- 


ſecuting this I ſhall, 


Firſt, Evince the Importance of enter 
taining right Notions of God, 

. Secondly, Becauſe of all God's Attributcs, 
his Goodneſs and Holineſs have the moſt di- 
ret Influence on the preſent Queſtion, I 
ſhall particularly confine my ſelt to theſe 


two. To begin with the Firſt ; If what 7c a7. 


Epiftetus ſaid with reſpe& to many Gods, f 
had been ſpoke with reſpeCt to one, nothing 
had ever been faid with more exaCt Truth, 


or a bettter pois'd Judgment. 
The firſt and chief thing in 
Religion 1s to have rational 
and true Notions of God, it 
being otherwiſe impoſſible 
that Religion ſhould ſerve the 
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needs bereave God of the Honour and Wor-. 
ſhip due to him from his Creatures, by alie- 
nating the Minds of Men, and betraying 
*xm into Superſtition, Idolatry, or Atheiſm : 
and thus that Religion which was deſigned 
to glorify God by the Manifeſtation and 
Acknowledgment of his Divine Excellen- 
cies and PerfteCtions, and to advance Man 
into a State of Bleſſedneſs, by influencing 
his Life, and filling his Mind with Securi 

and Chearfulneſs, {hall be perverted to Ends 
direQly contrary, and prove inſtrumental to 
diſhonour God, and render Man miſerable. 
The Truth of this has been too too evident 
in thoſe viſible EffeCts of Ignorance, of Miſ- 
repreſentation of the Divine Nature amongſt 
the Gentiles; the want of conceiving aright 
his Omnipotence and Immenſity, &e. joined 
with the numerous Neceflities of Mankind, 
did bring forth, or at leaſt confirm Polythe- 


* Km; groundleſs oro of Cruelty 


in God brought forth Superſtition, and the 
Abſurdities of Polytheiſms and Superſtition 
gave being to Atheiſm: and at this d 

there are many Miſchiefs which T muſt im- 
pute either to falſe Notions of God, or want 
of juſt Conſideration of the true ones, or at 
leaſt to not arguing clearly and truly from 
*em. For from one of theſe Reaſons it pro- 


 cecds, that the Worſhip of ſome Men is ſo 


ſlight, 
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ſlight, empry and trifling ; the Religion of 
oor ſo kibcholy ws. bncomSrrable: 
and truly ſuperſtitious : and I am afraid 
there is too much of Atheiſtical Looſneſs, 
ſenſual, carnal Preſumption, and wretch- 
leſs Deſpair, and many other Evils owing to 
the ſame Cauſe. Had Men worthy Nees: 
ons of God, how were it poſſible they 


ſhould ever fancy that God would accept 


the Sincerity and Devotion of a Communi- 
cant fitring but not kneeling ? after Supper, 
but not in the Morning ? that the White- 
neſs of the Garment would pollute and un; 
hallow the ſpiritual Sacrifice of Prayer and 
Praiſes? and fuch like, Would not a right 
Notion of God eafily convince ſuch a weak 
and ſcrupulous Trifler, that God were not 
to be plead but by ſincere and ſubſtantial 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, nor to be dif: 
pleaſed but by voluntary Wickedneſs ? all 
things elſe weighing nothing in the Ballance 
of the Sanftuary, and nor deſerving the 
Notice or Regard of the Governour of the 
World: And tho ſuch an one ſhould ſup- 
poſe his Scruples warranted by Divine Com- 
mand, and conſequently becauſe the Sove- 
reignty of God renders all his Command- 
ments indiſputably authoritative and bind- 
ing, he ſhould therefore think himſelf as in- 
ditpenfibly obliged to reject theſe things, as 
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to ſhun-a Sin ; yet even here a right under- 
ſtanding of the Divine Nature would ſoon 
inſtru him how to diſtinguiſh the Divine 
Commands, and teach him that thoſe which 
did enjoin Holineſs and Righteouſneſs were 
the ſtanding and fundamental Laws of the 
Divine Government ;. that thoſe-which did 
enjoin Duties ſubſervient to that end were of 
an inferiour Nature, and did bind in pro- 
portion to their Neceſſity and Tendency ; 
that ſuch as did enjoin or torbid things of a 
more remote and diſtant Nature, Circum- 
ſtantial, Ritual, &'c. were merely Poſitive 
and Arbitrary, temporary and mutable ; and 
the interpoſing Neceſſity of ſuperiour Duties 
is at any time ſufficient to ſuperſede their 
Obligattom. To proceed to other Effects of 
mi{-conceptions of the Divine Nature, how 
were it poſſible that any one who rightly 
underſtood the unſpeakable Goodneſs of 
God, ſhould, after he had done all he could, 
be tormented with ' doubtful Fears and Jea- 
loulies concerning, his State, nay ſometimes 
with, a melancholy Dread of God, as if he 
vere a hard Maſter, and impoſſible to be 
pleaſed ? or how could ſuch a Perſwaſion as 
this, That one were dami'd from Eternity, 
and that neither Prayers, nor Tears, nor In- 
duſtry, could ever reverſe the fatal Sentence, 
tind any entertainment in that Man who 
were 
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were poſſeſſed with a true Senſe and firm Pe- 
lief of the boundleſs Love which God has 
for all his rational Creatures? 

It 1s evident therefore, of what Impor- 
tance *tis to propagate and ſettle in the 
Minds of Men a right underſtanding of the 
Divine Nature; and of all the Attributes of 
God, there are none that have a more imme- 
diate and powerful Influence either upon the 
Condu&t of Man's Life, or the Comfort of 
his Mind, than theſe two, his Holineſs and 
Goodneſs: Theſe make us willing and deſi- 
rous to believe that there is a God, theſe 
make us love him and depend upon him, as 
one from whom we may rationally expe& 


all that is good ; He that comes to God (faith *a; im, 
St. Paul) muſt believe that he is, and that he % Yar 
is a Rewarder of all thoſe that diligently feek ;,, .,5; 
him. Theſe Words do not only affert the v d+xias. 
Being of a God, but alfo his Holineſs and =** 


Goodneſs ; both which may be clearly in- 
fer'd from three Propoſitions couch'd inthoſe 
words of the Apoſtle, that he is a Rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him, Firſt, That 
all Men 'may ſeek God: diligently if they 
will. Secondly, That 1t' is the Deſire *of 
God that they ſhould do ſo. And, Third- 
ly, That' God will reward” all that do fo. 
On theſe Principles is Religion founded, on 
theſe Principles the Honour of God, and 
| F 3 the 
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o the 
oodneſs 
of God. 


the Happineſs of Man muſt be eſtabliſh'd. 


I will therefore diſcourſe here, firſt, Of the 
Goodneſs; and ſecondly, Of the Holineſs 
of God, which I diſtinguiſh from one ano- 
ther only for Method's fake. | 

' Treating of the Goodneſs of God, I will, 

Firſt, Prove it by undeniable Arguments. 

Secondly, T will ſhow that it extends 1t 
ſelf to Man, _ ag it 

Thirdly, T will explain the Nature of Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, I mean that which God 
youchſafes Man in order to Happineſs. 

Firſt therefore, 'To begin with the Proofs 
of God's infinite Goodnels. 

Cruelty was the Property of the Gentile 
Gods, and not of the true God ; Humane 
Blood in which the Canaanites, Carthagint- 
ans, and others ſacrific'd, was an Oblati- 
on 'fit for Baal, Moloch, &c. that 1s, for 


Devils, not for God: Innate Wrath and 


Cruelty is inconliftent with a Happy Na- 


ture or a Happy State, for theſe are turious 


and tormenting Paſſions ; nor can we ima- 

in that ſuch'a Being ſhould make its Re- 
fidence in Heaven, a Place of Peace and 
Love, - or be delighted with Hallelujah's 
and Adorations of Angels : This were: no 
Pleaſure, no Muſick to a Being, in whom 
Wrath -and Cruelty were predominant. 
Nor 'were thoſe Good, thoſe Holy, os 
Ss 4 «at £4 & ; w*Y + # 1 C ri- 
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Charitable Spirits fit Attendants, fit Mi- 
niſters for ſuch a Being. No, could we fup- 
poſe (as ſome Hereticks once fanci'd) that 
there were two firſt Principles, a good, and 
bad one; could we ſuppoſe there were an 
Evil God, one in whom Cruelty and Wrath ' 
were his beloved Attributes ; we muſt ne- 
ceſfarily conclude that he would make Hell 
his Court, that his Guards and Courtiers 


-would be Fiends and Furies; and that the 


Shrieks and Torments of wretched Crea- 
tures would be the Pleaſure, the Harmony he 
delighted in : this were a God fit for a Hob- 
biſt, one who can diſcern no difference be- 
tween Vertue and Vice, between Good and 
Evil, between Love or Charity, and Deviliſh- 
neſs. And yetI cannot in Charity but retra& 
and condemn this Thought : far O ! no 6+ 
ther God is fit fof him, but he whom he de> 
nieth ! noother God is fit for ſuch a Wretch 
but the God of Love and Mercy ! towhom 
I recommend him, and pketoadr 
All who believe a God, muſt believe him 
a moſt perfett Being; for whence elſe 
ſhould the ſcatter'd PerfeQtions of his Crea- 
tures have beginning ? But if any Man 
will ſay, that there is no difference between, 
Perfe&tions and ImperteCtions, I would know 
why doth he reverence Wiſdom more than 
Folly ? or why he doats on Beautyrather: 
F 4 than 
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than Deformity? Or if he tell-me, that he 


acknowledges a Diſtintion between Natu- 
ral, but: none between Moral Perfe&tions or 
Imperfeftions ; not to/ urge that the Ver- 
tues of the Will are as truly natural as thoſe 
of - the Underſtanding,: the Capacities of, 
and Aptitudes to each being born with us, 
- thonot the Habits, and the one being as a- 
greeable-to the Nature, and conſonant to 
the Intereſt of Man as the other; I will 
ask him, why he does not love the Frow- 
ard and Peeviſh, as well as the Sweet and 
Gentle? the Cruel and Implacable, as well 
as the Kind and Charitable? the Proud 
and Wiltul, as well as the Humble and Mo- 
deſt ? And whatever Anſwer he gives me, 
wall abundantly ſerve to refute his Fancy. If 
then there be Natural and Moral Perte&i- 
ons,. and God be the moſt perfect Being, we 
muſt needs aſcribe to him thoſe Properties 
which we look upon as PerfeQtions in his 
Rational Creatures, and- that in ſuch de- 
gfees as exempt him from all ImperfeCtion : 
If therefore. Goodneſs, Charity,: Clemency 
be univerſally acknowledg'd for PerfeQtions, 
we-mult neceſſarily ſuppoſe them in God 
inthe moſt perfe&t Degree. Nor, let any 
one:think it abſurd that the ſame ſhould be 
the Vertues of God and Man, of a finite 
and aminfinite Being ; for we ſuppoſe them 
eat | | 47 
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' inGodina mannerſutabletohis Majeſty, and 


in;Manin a manner ſutable to his Meanneſs;; 
and unleſs we acknowledg this, there cannot 
poſſibly be any ſettled and certainReaſon for 
our Love, or Hope, or Dependance, rhe 

t Parts of Divine Worſhip. That there- 
ore God is good and merciful, a lover of 
Man, was ever the conftarit and unanimous 
Senſe of the wiſe and: good Part of Man- 
kind : Poets indeed and Painters,degenerous, 
daſtardly, cruel and vicious Men did repre+ 
ſent the Deity under hideous Shapes, and in 
ſuch Colours, as their guilty Fears or Vices 
furniſh'd them with; but Philoſophers, as 
Plutarch obſerves, were 


\ 


ſent him moſt amiable ecox/ms, wil? flu 5 3nd\goving 
Plutarch, de Saperſtitione. 


and lovely, always tem- 
paring his Majeſty with Love and Goodneſs, 

is Power and Juſtice with Tendernefs, 
Mercy and Compaſhon. Hence it was that 
they were wont to attribute all thoſe things 
that were extrearnly uſeful and beneficial to 
Godas the Author of *em, as Government, 
Laws,” Arts and Sciences; they look*d upon 
their Gods as the Guides and Guardians of 
Men, and aſcrib'd to%em whatever they at- 
chieved- bravely and happily in Life. But 
on 'the- other 'hand, Frowardneſs, Wrath, 
and Cruelty did ever ſeem fo ugly and'de 
| teſtable 


Amdeuurvmy Thu Ty O88 owls 
always wont to Tepre- mm wer yenchnl@- x; wezake- 
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teſtable to wiſe and vertuous Men, that they. ' 


not _ deſpisd, but abhorr'd as well the 
Wickedneſs as Folly of Superſtition, which 
repreſented God, or rather diſhonour'd him 
under ſuch Charafters. And this Notion of 

the Deity, which repre- 


9 21 'v To Wus- - ; 
Ee a clonw 5 ſented thar Being which 
frateegy mn nadeuormr, 4 72 was kind and gn, 
Would year ty Inca de. as terrible and dreadtul ; 

. which was gracious and fatherly, as 


nical ; which was friendly and careful of us, 
as injurious and hurtful ; which was mild 
—_—_— as fierce and ſavage ; gave ſuch 
a Di and Diſguſt to all ingenious Tem- 
rs, that they thought Atheiſm a much 
more excuſable Imptety than Superſtition : 
Hence is that of Plz- 


"Boy" ty ay (Hao UA AMey tarch ({o generally prais'd 
Tis «rleders Nye ti 4, by all Writers); I had 
by yn Bo 3 >io *, Tather Men ſhould fay 
aimgy& tar drigon®@- dc of me, there. neither was, 
CarOf, wudlaCor®:, 28 T5 nor is ſuch a one as Plu- 


tarch, than that they 
ſhould fay, that he was 
a Man of a fickle, t, froward, 
revengeful and implacable Temper. Let 
us not therefore entertain ſuch an Idea of 
God, as Human Nature would recoil from, 
and ſtart back, pale and ſcar'd at the ſight : 
Let us not faſten ' thoſe CharaQters _ 
God, 
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God, which a good temper'd Man, if 
charg'd with them, would look upon as 
the touleſt Reproaches and moſt injurious 
Accuſations ; eſpecially ſince a Defe& is not 
only more conſpicuous, but more reproach- 
ful, where there ſhould be nothing but Per- 
feftion : And Peeviſhneſs and Cruelty are 
infinitely more miſchievous in an Almighty, 
than Impotent Being, I might ſhun Poly. 
crates, Dionyſius, Periander, but how ſhould 
I ſhun God ? I might leave Samos, Sicily, or 
Corinth, and. where Clemency and Juſtice 
made their Abode, I might make mine : But 
whither ſhould I go, what Place ſhould be 
my Refuge, if the Governour of the World 
were but an Almighty Tyrant ? Thus *tis 
manifeſt, ſuch kind of Repreſentations of 
God tend not toenamour Man of God, but 
to alienate and eſtrange him : they tend not 
to advance Religion, but Superſtition ; they 
tend to make Men dread God, but not love 
him ; they are therefore to be baniſh'd out 
of the World,” and God is to be repre- 
ſented ſuch as our dear Lord, who lay in 
the Boſom of his Father, has reveaPd him, 
A God of Hope, a God of Love, a God who is 
4 Remarder of them that diligently ſeck him. 
This is the Dittate of Nature; this 1s the 
DiQate of the Sparit, God is Love. Let it 
not be thought an abſurd or barren Tauto- 


logy, 


——— 
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thouſand times oftner than I do: for no 
Tongue can'expreſs the Drvine Nature fo 
much to the Life, as his who was infpir'd by 
| the Sprrit of God, the Spirit of Love. 
” Gad'sdeal- | Nor let God's dealings with the Gentile 
ings Yith World before the Revelation of Chriftiani- 
the £46 ty, be alledg'd as an'ObjeRtion againſt the 
Goodneſs of God, and his Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion for Mankind ; *tis true, God ix 
_ 14+ Himes paſt ſuſfer'd all Nations to walk in their 
”* own ways ; and the times of this Ionorance he 
winked at : he publiſhed no reveal'd Law to 
the Gentiles from Heaven, he deputed no 
mp to'%em, as to his People the Jews, 
with a Commiſſion to reſtore by Signs and 
Miracles, that Natural Religionconformabl 
to which they were to worſhip God ; which 
is the Tmport of thoſe Places of St: Pail: 
. and yet ris true that the Belief of the living 
1nd'true God, and the natural Law' of Good 
and Evil was ſtrangely effacd and oblire- 
rated 'amongſt the Gentiles. - But notwith- 
ſtanding alf this, it muſt be remembred too, 
1. That God left notyhrimſelf without aWitneſs 
in any Ape of Gentiliſm; the Heathen were 
never deſtitute of ſo much Light as might 
have conducted *em to God, and that 'Hap- 
pinefs he defign'd *em': for beſides the Tra- 
ditions tranſmitted from” Noah to Poſterity, 
Wo” the 
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the. Book of Nature and Providence'was 6+: 
ver.open to *em, agd this did in moſt legible. 
Characters aſſert the Being of one Supreme 

God, and inſtruQted *em in the Knowledg of: 

his Power and Goodneſs: Thus' St. Pasl,; --: - 
Nevertheleſs he left not himſelf without s Wit-ats 14. 
neſs in that he did Good, and gave ui Rain 

from Heaven, and frei Seaſons, filling oar 

Hearts with Food and 

Gladneſs. Nor was this Sunt autem alii Philoſopki,8 hi 
Teſtimony ſo unſucceſs- — Hine: 6 


— ful, but that inall Ages nem Mundum adminifigari & re- 


there, were ſome Excel- gl bf cenfane x A 73d fohun, 


lent Men whodid aſcribe 
the Original and Govern- 
ment of - the World to 
God, and gave ſuch an 


conſilli 8 provideri "Nam & fru- 
ges & reljqua quz terra pariat, 8c 
rempeſtares, ac temporum varic- 
tares, hy CY murarionts, quibus 

que terra gignas, maturata 


account .of his Holineſs pubeſcanr, 3 Dii Inumorralibus cri- 
and Goodneſs as was ſuf- bu Ne Nurs Dewan, 
ficient to have founded a 

Rational and —_— Worſhip upon: theſe 

were fo man ts ſhining in. dark Places; 

as ſo ma ny ul fications of Divine Provt- 


dence, a 5 Repronebin of Man's wilful Stu- 


>: *Tis not inthe {caſt to be doubted, bur 
thee the Nature of their Duty, and conſe- 
quently the Condition of their Happineſs 
was /proportion'd- and: conform'd. to. thoſe 
Manifeſtations which God mafe Yon; - 
thoſe 
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; Luke 19. 


thoſe Obligations which he laid before *em,' 
and to that Strengthand Adfiſtance which he 
vouchſafed *em : for God is not a hard Ma- 
ſer, he willnot make good the Accuſation of 
the wicked Servant ; he will not take up what he 
laid not down, nor reap what he did not ſow; Tn 
a word, if God do at the laft Day deal with 
Men according to thoſe ſeveral Oeconomies 
of his Providence which they were under ; 
and if he hasafforded all Nations Means 

portionable to thoſe Duties he' required of 
them, and to thoſe Degrees of Happineſs to 
which he deſign'd then, then he was always 
the God of the Gentiles as well as onceof the 


Jews ornow of the Chriſtians; and there is no 


part in the whole Series of Providence 
which can give usany Colour to tall into que- 
ftion the Care or Goodneſs of God towards 


"Mankind. ThisIthinkis enough to remove 


this Objeftion as it lay in'my way : if my 
Deſign did not haſten me' on, and I did not 
judg this fatisfaQtory, I could eaſily make ap- 
pear God's Goodneſs to the Gentiles, by pre- 
ſenting the Reader with a Scheme of the 
Religion of the Pythagoreans, Platonies, and 
Stoics ; by" examining the difference of the 
Kolatry of the wiſe and vertuous Part of 
the Gernitile World, and that of the fottiſh 
and vicious Part of it; by' conſidering the 
Aﬀiſtances' that God vouchſafed *em,” and 
giving 


A 
» 
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giving an Account whence 1t came to paſs 
that the Worſhip of one true God by Holi 
neſs and Vertue, was fo far ſtifled and op- 
preſs'd in the Gentile World : But I have 
{aid enough' to vindicate the Goodneſs of 
God; and the State of Gentiles and Infidels 
does not ſo nearly concern my preſent En- 
quiry, as to deſerve ſo exaCt a Diſcuſſion. 


\ 


he Barrenneſs of ſome Countries, the 0her Di- 
Servitude and Poverty of ſome People is a Fm 
much ſlighter ObjeQtion ; for till it can ap» dicare, * 


pear, that Po is an Enemy to V 
or that Wealth, which is the Lafrument mf 
Luxury, and the Nurſe of Sloth and Wan- 
tonneſs, is abſolutely neceſſary to Man's 
Happineſs, it will weigh but very little a- 
int ſo. many Demonſtrations of Divine 
Love, that he has not heap'd upon all Na- 
tions ſo many Temporal Ble as might 
put *em.into a Capacity of being lazy, wan- 
ton and 1nfolent. 

Now give me leave to make a ſtand, and 
like a Traveller when he has gain'd an Af- 
cent, look back upon the Way I have Bones 
and ſee how much of my Journey I have 
diſpatch'd : My Undertaking was to de- 
monſtrate the Love'of God to Mankind ; 
thus far I have advanc'd towards this with 
aindeniable Evidence ; I have proved, That 
Peeyiſbneſs, Malignity and Cruelty: can- 
not 
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= belong to God, becauſe this were incon-, 
ſiftent with the Perfection of his Nature, 


or the Happineſs of his State ; nor can it ra- 
tionally be ſuppoſed, that the ſame - 
ties ſhould belong to thoſe evil Spirits which 
for a long time deluded the World, and that 
Ko yas un done ſo rages! to GO co 
ingdom of Darkneſs, to reſcue 
reſtore him to a Capacity of Fappine and 
Glory ; how could it be, that God ſhould 
havedone ſo much, as it appears he has, in the 
Contexture of our Na and the Contri- 
vance of our State, tgmake us in love with 
Qpodoek, and eomnge ble Enemies Fa 
Tyranny, Cruelty, Arbitrary Reven C, 
if he her _ palonnte, Faro? and 
arbitrary in his Cruelties ? Nay, I havead- 
vanc'd further, and have prov'd, —_ 
That boundleſs Love and Goodneſs are the 
unqueſtionable Attributes of God ; for the 
very fame Arguments which exclude all 
manner of ImperfeQions and Evils from the 
Deity, do neceſſarily aflert toitall manner of 
Pertection and Good ; Nor doth the uncon- 
ceivable. Majeſty and Eminence of the Di- 


vine .Nature only, but alſo the Indigence 


and. Weakneſs of Human Nature require 
this; ſince without it; he. could not be the 
Object of .our Love or Dependance, nor 
conſequently our Worſhip: ** ExRK 
Having 


—z 
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that Tyranny 'or Cruelty are- utterly repug- 
nant to the'Divine” Nature; and”! els 
Love and'Goodneſs the Efſential and —_— 
rable Properties of it; I can ſcarce think it 
neceſlary to;'prove' that 'the 'Emanations of 
this his neſs do extend” even to-Man': 
for tho the Epicureans acknowledging 'God 
perfeQ, did ar the fame time allow hum no 
other Imployment than the Enjoyment” of 
his own PerfeCtions ; and tho Arifotle:con- 
find the Providence 'of - God,” and conſe- 
queritly the Irradiatiowof his Goodneſs, with- 
in Heaven ; and tho, laſtly, before the Crea- 
tion of the World, we are uncapable of 
conceiving any Subjefts, about which- Di- 
vine Love could exerciſe it ſelf, andconſe- 

uently can conceive of it no otherwiſe than 
confin'd within himfelf.; all which ſeems to 
conelude thus'much, 'thar the Deity:may be 


infinitely good, ' and yet this Goodneſs not 
extehd it ſelf to Man” all this concerns not 
our preſent Queftion : for 'tho''Man ſhould 
not-be the 'Obje&t of Divine Goodnelſs,; yet 


if God be infinitely good, this will-he -c- 


nough'to :free Man from-unreaſonable and 
ſuperſtitious fear of him, and-to acqujt God 
from the leaſt ſuſpicion of :being the Gauſe 
of Human' Miſery ;| which is the-utdlt! 
was oblig'd to make good, in purſuance o 
Wei. G t 


Having proceeded thus far, and provid. = 


— 
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hd 


Man. 
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the Deſign of this Chapeer." Beſides; hey 4 


who accuſe God: of their Miſery, 
ſuppoſe him -unconcern*d about: all things 
but himſelf, as Epicarns ; nor: bound and 
limit his Providence within the Incloſures 
of Heaven; but do plainly ſuppoſe all-the 
Afﬀairs:of Mankind to depend upow the firſt 
Contrivance of God in the Creation, -or up» 
on 'the over-ruling, Influences of | his Pro- 
vidence: in his preſent Government of the 

However, I am not willing to quit one 
Inch of the Ground have got, there- 


fore, 


The Giod -/ Seramdiy, 1 miuſt now-take notice; That 
nels of God ghe-Gobdneſs of. Gad extends to Man, and 
extends 1 4 61 3 particular Regard to. his: Happineſs. 


The Sh SeY and/1 

kind ford after God's Image" (7% Þ/5a1G- 
ofithe Poet) unaftive and unconcern'dLove 
fbems to: mea  Contradiftion, and- infinite 
doundleſs Goodneſs confin'd within Heaven 
canriot but feem as groſs anone: let it there- 
'forexemain;an unſhaken Truth, 'that God is 
pgood;uand thatthis Goodneſs doth cxertand 
expreſs it ſelf towards Mankind, and we 
That from hence gain theſe two Points, - * 


” 


to Stir 


1, That 
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1. That God is not the Canfe of Man's 
Miſery : and what is more yer ; 


2. Fhat he is moſt ready and willing to 
further and affiſt him in all his Endeavours 
after Happineſs. ws 


-\ The firſt of theſe is appareat : for if God 
be infinitely good, then every thing that 
came out of hs Hands muft in the fare of 
its Creation have been.exceeding good ; the 
end of the Creationftnuſt- have been fome- 
thing extremely kind and gracious ; and the 
Law he preſcrib'd his Creatures for the at- 
tainment of that End, muft be as good as 
wiſe: this muſt have been the glorious State 
of things when God contrived this wonder- 
ful Frame of Nature, when he erected this 
vaſt Work, the World; and in all the conti- 
nued Progreſs of Divine Providence we are 
to-expett no other Atts of Government than 
what may becoinhe the moſt gracious-Prince, 
the moſt render Father ; for- the fame im- 
menſe Goodneſs that ' once created; -doth 
ever continue'to rule the World: Letrus'not 
therefore accuſe God bur our felves;- if we be 
not happy. Bleſſings indeed and Meteies, 
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but. Evils. and Miſchiefs come not till our 
Sins and -Provocations have pulPd *em down 
upon us. Solow indeed 1 in Herodotws tells Cre- 
ſus, Td) ©G0v  Sevngdy x, eg 69;, That the 
Deity was envious and 1 roward, and de- 
lighted to magnify it ſelf in the diſturbance 
of the ſettled Happineſs and Calm of poor 
Men: But alas! ?tis our Fondrieſs or our 
Pride; our Peeviſhneſs'or - our Wantonneſs, 
which raiſes in us theſe unworthy Thoughts 
of.God ; he may indeed, like a kind Parent, 
train upa Son - xy ſtrict Diſcipline to 
Vertue and Gloty;) hefmay throw Difficul- 
ties into our hoy on 5g qo to reward our 
e a wiſe Phyſiciah re- 

ſtore us to pho by. bitter Potions, and 
willlike- an excellent Governour puniſh, if 
need be,- our wanton Contempt of Love and 
Mercy, by Severity and Chaſtiſements ; but 
'» be:will never, like a ſalvage Tyrant, de- 
light in the Sufferings or Ruine of innocent: 
or tumble Subjets ;, be will never preſcribe 

1 Laws, that he may* enjoy the 
lure of bloody. Executions ; be will ne- 
ver make the ab of wretched People his, 
Muſick; nor think Miſery and Death the. 
beſt.Marks of bis abſolute Power,. or faireſt 
rngigents of his Throne : No, we ſhall ne- 

- ines Hew2 gr Froof to hear the Di- 
from: any ſuch Pen; 
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after \Happineſs. _ ; 8 ; 


than to-examine our ſelves, and 

our own Behaviour ; we ſhall ſoon find t 
we alone are guilty of our Ruine, and that 
God is-utterly free from it ; our exceſhve 
Enjoyments'create the Diſgaſes of the Body, 
and our exceſhve Pathon the Pains and Tor- 
ments of the Mind, and-moſt of the Changes 
in our Fortune derive themſelves from both : 


a languiſhing Body, and a languiſhing Repu- 
tation; a bevkied,, Eftate, args. ny wr 
Mind are the-common: Effetts of a diforder- 
ly and:debauch'd Lite; and ſuch a Life is 
_ _ a» nn -_— — to the 
j A m God, not''only 

by : NegleRt, but by a Contemptand-Defi- 
ance of all\thoſe Means by -which a good 
God delign'd to bring. him through Vertue 
to Glory ;: and then at laſt a guilty Conſci, 
ence, a diſtracted Mind, and a molt melan- 
choly,”\ miſerable Death, is the Conſequence 
and End of all : 'This is the Progreſs which 
our voluntary Sin and Folly makes ; we can- 
not-think-that.a'good God can dirett. or ne+ 
ceffitatensto theſe Courſes, they are as re- 
to his Laws; as to our own Inte- 

- and the ſame time we forfeit our Hap- 
pineſs,, we diſappoint -his I ove and Good- 
neſs : all the Ways and: Methods of God are 
kind-and gracious, and wiſe and rational.; 
inanimate Bodies do/not deſert thoſe Oibms 
Rs 2 G 


An Enquiry 


Hoſ. 13. 


Exzek. 38. 


-, Mar. 23. 


he has preferib'd *em ; Animals move regu-: | 
= by thoſe Inftins he has implanted in 
IM, and ſo both the one and the” other do 
neceflarity ferve thoſe excellent Ends for 
whuch they were greated: But Man having 
no Neceffity but Liberty wove into the Con- 
ulfory:-but : directing Law th? 
fem, las wont his own Ways, abus'd 
his Liberty, and made that his Ruu, which 
x well-us'd had enhanc'd his Merit nd Re- 
ward, This is the Account which the Scrip- 
ture gives us of Man's 'Miſery, it mpares it 
wholly'to himſelf, and reprefents his Obſti- 
nacy'ds unprateful and diſplreaſing to God, as 
"is fatal mer O fNrael, _ 
fropd'thy felf. As T live, I drlighs not in the 
Death = 7_tadry rarn ge, tern ye, why will 
die? O Jeruſalem, Jerufalem, hou that 


* killeftirhe Prophets, antl floneft them ahith ure 


ſent unto thee : how often woald TÞ haut gu- 
ther d thy Children together, even as @ Kew gu- 
rhers this -Chithens under ber Wings," and ye 
would not ? "Not is this Accoont of thi 


. whichthe Scripture gives usahy other than 


that which was. penerally embrac'd by rhe 
Hearhehs,” this being hy ob 
particular Prepoſſeſions'or private Opinions 
inftil'd by Cuftorn or-Bducation,. burof na- 
tural Reafon, and fairly and eafily deduc'd 


from 


—S - w 


” oo THI Oo SW es”) 17 0eT » wu T WA 


. 
£4 x [x E * os ALD. ds af. . : 
. 4 f 2 "T- - 3 -% Ih \ vw 


' after Ama 


from thoſe Notions of Divine Goodneſs 


* which were yniv entertain'd by all ju- 
dicions' and underfiatding He Heathens : and 
how ſcandalous a were it, if _that 


comfortable 'and heavenly Truth which the : 
During and anon of the Superſtitious * 


CR TD 
ſhould be | '0: Gui wndr das <- 
preſ&d by nero): oy rem vhevs, x) Ton midw 
in or he but Enid, bo ome 


the Luxury and Riot Men, po he Pe 
is the Cauſe of thoſe Evils fla; Txiore = Jamblichus 
which infeſt the Body, &c, © Yuri, 11,82 
Hence thar charitable iece of Hearhen De- 
votion ; * TE 


-; 


| 2xbmlng b mA\Zy Tv 1,goxtbv 7r2vovias amore, Ibid, 
*H Tow df ou oles To]. Sx paovi xeaurai. 


O Father Jove, from numerous Ewils free 


Mention ſbew*em their Ruine*s not from 
thee av 


[ A gratiow and benigy Dairy; +. | 
' Bat from Hiagſaoeyn———— of; 


» An» Enquiry. 


propterea 
videntiz Cuſtodia gubernan- 


: ant "RA of Prondencs arp wiſe god 
narufali nor any E 
ret EhuinrPro: (> Hed.ro God ag jea.Cauke 


rur, nec _wllius mali Cauſa But this is not all-we gain 
Doo pore re Plan api from. the Aſſurance: of God's 


Infinite, Goodneſs, /that. we 

have / no reaſon to..apprehend any, Harm or 

hap 0g from him, that. he cannot be the 

Author ' of our | Miſery ; but .,we - may 

conkdently perlnpde our ſelves on ths other 
fide, 


” econ That he, is moſt ready ang wil- 
ling tofurther and affift us in all our Endea- 
vours after Happineſs. And now methinks 
I - ſo far from Conrgrsr the rene 
of attaining Happineſs, that I begin. alread 
to feel and enjoy it; I ſee the Day we x 
in upon me from above ;* how can he chooſe 

| but ke happy who is the Love, the Care of 
God ! T may walk like Peter on the Waves, 
and bid Hohaics to «the Storms, I- know I 
ſhall never ſink, whilſt'that God'npholds 
me, + who __ me this ws to-him; how 
now eaſi eve that my Temper 
pro ans. Fr my Corru Hos ny be pur 
off, and I be made par erof a Diyine Na- 
ture; Ms the.,Spirit .of- God. will dwell 
Feats bY the rage of God will. always 
me, FA Power,of God will 
pc 
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always ſuccour od aid me : CanT 1 

as much 'as any Colour or-Prerext;. wi I 
ſhould+ not now be able to attain to'an ex- 
cellent State of /Vertue, or why this Ver- 
tue ſhould not be able to vanquiſh all thoſe 
Difficulties that oppoſe my Happi ſince 
I am aſlur'd that God will not refuſe me his 
Spirit: if I ask it, and that his Grace will be 
ſi ufhcient for me ? 

You- ſee of what vaſt Importance this 
Truth/is, that God will be always ready to 
aſſiſt every Man..in his Endeavours after 
Happineſs : and therefore tho - it ſtand here 
as a,,neceſſary. and undeniable Concluſion 
from. the Gorogoing Difcourſe, tho the Per- 
feftion-of the Divine Nature do amount toa 
little: leſs; than -.a .Demon- 
ſtration of it ; for * Bene- 4 
ficence. to his Creatures is 
as neceſſarily included in the 
Notign-/;of - Perfeftion, as 
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THAGoP, LY; ; dv]ag- 
el L. pr loves 
af 009 hp laters mf © 


Perfection. is in- thei Noti- Oy ar x7 Jas my 


on of a God ; > 2 as wb 
we my own P 2 ra, 
the: Intereſt of. my Polion _ 
which-1s ,nearly-.concern'd in this Trak, 
I will dwell a little longer on. the Confir- 


Keidy Vo EE 
ens wh 
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mation. and. Illuſtration of it. - There are Pivine 4- 


three « AQs of Divine - Affiſtance ; 


The Fo is ſuch a DreQion of aGiveny 


ſiftance, 


what it 
Imports, 


Am Enquery 


of Secular 'Afairs,' that chey 
our Good: The ' Serond/is his Aﬀiſtance vf 
us inthe Attainment of Vertue: And: the 
or tro his recruiting” us by freſh'S 

of Strength ' in all 'our hazardous 
ahd extraordinary Trials; Now tho I could 
not-give-an' Account 'of the manner how 
Godperforms this kind Work of his Provi- 
dence, yet ought not that 'to diſſwade me 
from the of it ; becauſe wary wu 
our Conmertuntcs ought-not to t 
Standard of Divine Perfeftions; - nor the 
narrow” Botinds of out —_ be the 
utmoſt Bxtent- of the Almighty*s/- Power. 
However *tis not difficult to "this 
| inthe at cn of inp 
; RC *n. 


Fos, EZ As to his Direftion pe Cons 


 ->>..."qu&of Events/ how eafy'will it 


- be for us to conceive this poſſible to God, if 
nora Firſt, "That God: can form 
what In otis he inthe Mitids'of 
Men, and inſpife *6m with what AﬀeStions 
he'ſhall chink' moſt ſerviceable 0: his De- 
fiptis ? for there is not the leaſt Prerext or 


"" Colotiyto'i that the Soul is'any/Hriore 


1. - exethipt from the Sove of God than 
the Body3 * or that” "Amo the 
W 


y tend to - 
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after Haypins(s. 
which the Great, -or the Clnning, or the 
Eloquent, — Popular and Ambitious 
do ſeldom fail to do, raife what Paſſions he 
pleafes mthe Mind of Man. Or-if we con- 
ſider, Secondly, That the Power and Effi- 
to IU VI en pry we thar 

e'or Death, Plenty or Poverty; ev 
thing depends uponhis Will ; for the Winds 
ES ayes 
V ; s Voice, andareall of **m, 
as eT pleaſes, the Inftrumentsand 
Executioners of his Will : hethat frills che 
Rapings of the Multitude, and becatms the 
of the Mighty ; heat whoſe Com 
mand new Creatures 'etter upon the Stage 
of the World, 'and' the 01d kaver; whar 


is it 1 


' hot upon ſome or other of cheſe na- 
tural Cauſes? —_—_ we _ acknow- 
hx gectt gd or Hirai fic inmeaer, 
ble, utalterable Laws, but that he has 're- 
farved to himblf clic Prerogative of fuſpend- 

F A ing 


g9 


An Enquiry 


ing or over-ruling *em+ when he pleaſes,/ I : } 


mean with reſpect to the Motions of naturtl 
Bodies, or Revolutions of ſecular 'Afﬀairs ; 
and if ſuch an Interpoſalof Divine Power 
cannot -be conceiv*d to be other than'a, Mi- 
racle, IT _ _— I do not look upon 
one A , but every Ape an Age of 
Miracks ; _ I belies fach not aſs 
every Day for the ProteQtion or 

Reliet of thoſe who depend upon: this\'Go- 
vernour of the World : for I know not to 
what purpoſe I ſhould, like Jonah or his 
Mariners, call upon. God in a Storm, if it 
were \never-to be laid, till.it had naturally 
ſpent its Force — I know not to 
what purpoſe I {hoald umplore the Al- 
ighty's/DireQtion upon-all my Deliberati- 
ons in perplex*d and intangled Afﬀairs, if I 
could expe no other Light than what my 


. abouring Mind could give it felf ;, know 


_ why ___ _—_— my _— TY 
Pains. af in © 
Diſeaſes, if the Mechcines will be the fume, 
and their Virtue the lame, if the Fever will 
abate, and! its Flames be extinguiſh'd, or 
extinguiſh'Life in rhe fame degree and man- 
ner, if I'pray, orif Ido.not. All theſe ways 
of /Divine' Providenceare very plain and -1n- 
telligible,-' and] therefore tis manifeſt that 


we may without any Abſurdity'/aſctibeto |, 


God 
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after Happineſs. 


God ſuch a Superintendency and DireCtion 
over. Humane Afﬀairs, as may. render the 


- Tue of *em moſt ſerviceable to the true In- 


tereſt of thoſe that worſhip him. 

As to the ſecond Part of Divine Aſhſtance, 
which conſiſts in aiding us in the Attain- 
ment"of Holineſs and Vertue, I do readily 
acknowledg as far ;as this is perform'd by 
the internal Operations of his Spirit, * by the 
Influx of Divine Light or Heavenly Vigour, 
I do.no more underſtand the Td nas, the 
manner of SanQtification, than that of the 
Creation of the Soul; this I know, that 
Vertye. is the rational Work of a rational 
Creature; *tis the Work of Man, tho aſhſt- 
ed by Gd; *tis a rational Work, which im- 
plies the Knowledg: of our Duty, and a 
Power to perform it : and therefore this I 
know,..that this Aid muſt conſiſt in the Im- 
provement of my rational Faculties in ſome 
acceſſion to the Reaſon of my Underſtand- 
ing, and to the Power and Liberty of my 

ul. Now tho I cannot comprehend how 
God does this, yet how eaſily can I believe 
© potueys for tym. to do it, ſince ?tis natu- 

to imagine, that he who created my -Un- 

derſtanding can improve it, and he whoin- 

veſted me. with a rational Liberty* can con- 

firm ore it, or, .if. you pleaſe, reſcue 

it from that diſcag'd_ and fav e Condition, 
"M unto 


- 


A further 


=" i 


vine Go- 


vernment , L 


To WIGHT wile | and-velies | 
5 10 a Health Soundneſ of irs feſt 


The third AR of Divime Providewod does 


"not umnply a new manner, but « new de- 


gree of Aﬀiftance, and therefore contains in 
it n0 new —_ : and as to the” Truth 
and Certainty of this fort of Aﬀiſtance, no 
Man who believes the Goſpel can queſtion 
It, fince this every where afcribes as well 
Perfeion as Converſion to God, as well the 
Finiſhmg as the Beginning of SantFifieation 
to his Grace ; it every where promiſes' us 
the Might and Pawer of Gods $ Spirit "to 
ſtrengthen and eftabliſh us,” and exhorts us to 
come boldly to the hrone 'o Grace, that we 

may obtain Meg, and find-Grace to help ui in 


#4 Fme went Par 
which I have tec nn the 


: miuſration of | Divine nefs towards 


will not T hope be jud d milimploy*d 
fone if it be wrt vp fuch is the 
nfidence, or rather fuch is the Wanton- 


Bt of ſor Men, that rejeft 
| | , iq I'll bh Ay, 


+» Abt "ha Goh ox 6 bs eget the 


ppineſs of Man -to he 1 
age As to be throngly yerfwatedof 
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afier Happineſs. 


the Truth of Divine Aſſiſtance;' ane thens: 

fore chooſing rather to be tediqus * than 

defeftive in the Proof of it, I'will add 

to thoſe Arguments taken from” the” Na- 

ture of God, whatever Force and Sr: 

can be derived from the - Conſider: 

of Divine Government, which is the Ex- 

pom of the Divine Nature, and" the 
mage of its PerfeQtion viſible in its Et- 


The Goſpel contains this Dottrine in al- 
moſt every Page, and the Lives of Apoſtles 
and ' Martyrs are ſo many illuſtrious In- 
ſtances of the Divine Faithfulneſs and Love, 

ks Promiſes which he had 
made *em by his Son. "The Jewiſh Poli 
was a Theocracy, God did fora great wh 
cg over *em b ſpenk) vt and 


tions - were the Aaleions Proofs a _ 
AﬀeQtion and Care for that People-; fo that 
it were to inſult wo my Revd Fu 
or to | 
about RE NN mats Burg, 
New Teſtament: *tis therefore only necefſa- 
tocxamme what the Heathen of 
e Neceſſity of this Divine AMftance, far 
wW 


what Inflances of it may be found amongſt 


Whether the Gentiles' had any \Notion 
of the. Fall and Corruption of Maty is 
not here neceſſary to be enquired ; but this 
I am ſure, they were — ſenſible 
of that Oppoſition which Vertue met with 
from the World and the Body ; they were 
extreamly ſenſible that the nclinations of 
the one, and the Aﬀfluence and Troubles of 
the other did naturally tend to engage *em 
inVice; and therefore tho they do: ſome- 
times magnify Human Nature, yet t 
were not ſo forgetful of their own Ye Ink? 
mities, -or the Condition of this Life, - as 
not; to _judg the Affiſtance of God. indif- 
penſably neceſſary to render them dad 
and happ Henoe * tis that Pythagoras, So- 
vow and | Plato were eminent in. that - part 

which , confifts in Prayer and 


Max. Tyr. Meſhes as EaKegiTIs 65 napgix xg Ta ng 
Difler. 30. Fo 44x69 7+, Ot, uy TS Nas TeoormeTn, 


hv 6. 6\@- Zarggres whos WY. rag oops 

of Socrates: was 4 Life of Prayer. 

nce it was that t 1 grey ae 
their Laws'to thoſe 
received their | Oracles ; | the Crerans; =_ 
mans, &c...not more: confidently believing 
that they. received their Laws trom-Mzzos, 


Nama. Pompilins, &c, than that theſe! res 
ceived 


| T7 BEAROAMASBD noo kad tn ed = S wc. cc . 
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: = and Cretan Epime 


the Pagan World of a? to attriby og the ; = 


or extracryioncy' Ex- 


prizing Excellencies, 
ploits of their Heroes and eminen 


t Men 


wo the. monediare Favour and Pa POR 


to the ate of Rome? Pro we 
Miracles ſha his, wa! 
Marks of ſome 
ſtance ſhall .conſecrate and 
this great Work. Muſt Alex af: $4 


the World? Miracles ſhall 
his\March as it did. that of Moſes, and. tl 
P emphylian Sea retreat before the 

Red Sea did before-the other ; no 

co ION chy this ws ſul hy 
barbarous People ; hens it 

the abode of Wit wn Pilot, 

arridurs the Parſons alley 


4 i Brno 
= 
Gods ; 


Hiſt, Rom, 


ONE, as 5 - \ 
TE 


then, Hh 2 piece of Faney; asthy Em- 
"of the oor to the” Jews : 

and this puts me'in'mind of an"exceſlent 
IF, | nt Meximits 'Tyrias makeguſe of to 
| Vertue to be od fromthe Afi- 

KAT Bounty of God. ” If Artr (faith 

oe ixvellent in thiir Nature, and leſs 
in their End, be owing to God, how much 
ter we "the Dvv3i Guide nil Comfort of 
Bj ? Tf” there- be No "Good (that 


Man, 
ce 


he 


= of 

bags. 
» 5 - 
"Ti 


. ” 
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after«blappine/s. 99 
that the Epicureay' who deny'd 'the Jatter, 
could' never fl” MF when Moors 
hinfelf wo own” the former: Nay, even 
thoſs very Men who could not be convinc'd 
of a Providence by —_ 'were. con- 
vineed- of it by the Severity of God' in his 
Chaſtifement of Sins; hence thar bold and 
brisk, tho not very religious Reflection of 
Tacitus upon the Miferies the Roman” Em- 


pire ſuffer ' under Galbs, Otho and Vitelige, Twic.i. r, 
Nec enim unquam attocioribus li Ro- Hiſt, 
mani Cladibus, magiſve juſtis Jud _—_ 


probatum eſt : non efſe Curz' Diis fi 
———_—_— effe Ultionem. The 5 


our 'Pl, fog heme 

evince _—_ hoop Aerts *o not for 7 

Pr ity & for our Pun went; {uch is 

lob /Rend : nk Aon he is more 

eaſily jms Jar by the wideneſs ang fata- 

lity- of Wound, no reborn, 

an A Arm, e1S reat- 

rv on he receiv I they 

are ag of y a Divine ificence ; 

pr the number ani infinite 'value of the 

we receive be in it elf a much 

of 3 a Divine Providence than 

the eg! FA ſuffer can be; for Theſe we 

can create our ſelyes, chofe none but,'a Joes 
ho beſtow. There needs then nor 
be (aidto convince you che Hes 


H 2 Sr 


Z | L100 An Euqniry 


gore Aurea Carm, Fay join'd wit 


thought F of} Frelency 8 with relpeQ to Out» | 
Things; -, de; 1.1 it » 
think . now = queſtion'd, w 


were their Opinion Fig the Divine Alſtance 
was neceſlary to the Attainment of. Vertue 
and Happineſs ; nor,would I add, a word 
more : but. that the words of Hierocles on 
this Subje&t carry ry not only; ſo full 
a. ConviQtion, but . alſo ſo extraordinary. a 

Reliſh-of, a Wiſe:and Reli- 


Kei atv SG nguer dg gious Humility that, I can- 
v7% arg &7e -" not prevail with my ſelf to 


y ud them. b W, 
ESD nn by: vai, We 


Gro | __ »a Motive or Incentive to 
px7s $ ivmmg ons av Vice but our own Inclinations ; 


Tails Ti, nan xoiar imeen but to make «us \Vertuons we 


ay 'oI©- U5av 6 3g0O- ſtand in need 0 of. the Aid. of 


y 950i hat of ->4 


Ad ls Opn of the Nocefity of 
nce ſprung not only.:from; the 

of the Weakneſs and Corrup- 
oy [) of ck Nature, , but alſq.-of the 
Power and .Goodneſs: of. the:, Diyine ,Na- 
ture., for I cannot; think Order, 
-X1 and: Greatneſs, of ly 


9 ods 
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read Danel;) ofrthe) Priaces of Gt cis 
and: Perf6d; and find" 'rhat: Provinces' were 
committed to: Angels as the: Vice-roys.and; 
Lieutegdarits of : God;:c:Þ:tannot chink *that 
theſe'tevout.and charitable Spirits <&d with 
leſs 'Zeal-imtheir Provinces labour! to*-pro- 
mote 'the Honoar'-06God,and the: Good: 
of: Man, than evil Spirits did the-Diſhonour 
les one; and" the-F "ommmIer ms and 
un the:trequent Appea rances bs 1 ry 
had !pofie(s'd Mens 
Siths fm: Perfwaſion! that there was: M4 
conſtant \Commerce © maintain'd-: 


- Heaven and: _ rac ths 7 Ny 


[:did' vifib yen 

in.the;P ion and edn once of \Men/ 

I cannot-as much as uriagine. whit) Foun- 

poſtures = enqermotrerey” 

PIOractes;:0t: W 

- rarely hennſclat under! 
Tutelar Spirit, could 

yo generdllly- Pero of 


ird mn TT 
World: -svithout: thi Atop 
try.\obiHdomner had. becti1o--fav 


entertain'd as Sacred and: I 
had  Rhefadn contemn "Oe 
25an ot:unnatth (ingredis! 
ble and fulfotina-Clkirafters of ra Gods 2 
H 3 How 
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How T any IMiat, wetio 1 had-d&ver heard 
of (the ; Appravances/2ofr pints; ny” who 
jor, conceive. any other {Nation of 
ſachFanmes thin as ſomething abſurd and 
;tnpolfible,” ever-digelt'-tho groſs Gonk- 
denice :06 ia, mY in a God. npon 
the Sthge at E. do:not'there-/ 
fore; doube,: but gag Gentile Work 


2a0any': 
#nd Erhivk 1 might with 
ww SES 
Sore the A | 


qouoreoale to Ct 


| A 3n/tWo0! at 
py abanagr aftiy| does: goes) at 


leaſt of bis- Breaks] png 


Met adwoy ithe-Gri ene ai. .S'-eh6 
morecro:be! wondted-at,] fibooohb\ſ@ofres 


i lot wk i bo atknowledges himſelf to hivebeen 


\Lovero true 
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find- Jaſftix Martyr, Tertidlins,” LatFan- 
tias,\and' St. - Huftin himſelf, 4 however 
accus'd by ſome as 2; Faralift ):zcalouſly 


arr. tes che Pagan Fare:: what 
would have idone;” "there been 
then ſuch a -Notion of Magn has. ſince 


i To's Natural 


being called Ro acted by: Grike, Irre- 
feft1 That : this Neceſſity::of Fare is 


the Reſult 'of a+ Divine Decree, - That 
this Decree proceeded from-imere Arbi- 
4rary- Will, 'without-/any-: regard! to-the 
-Bebaviour :of : Man, they: that cried our 
[againſt- che Pagan Fate, -that:it ſubvert- - 
od: Humane Life;.; that / it: defeared ' all 
Laws,-that»irdeft/Man no uſc-of his:Rea- 
Jon). that? it. leſt:ni0. place: for:/ rational 
Hopes or: Fears, with: what \birrer :In- 
val p 1 yeaives 


- 


after \ Happineſs. 

vettives/mult/ithey needs have” aſſaulred 
this'/ Fate”?! The Pagan Fate left the WH 
free;'this- bound ' and -ferrer'dz'nor only 
bereaved of /Nartural Power and "Liberty 
(for we contend nor about ' that”) bur 'de- 
ſtiture” of Grace: and Divine "Aſſiſtance ? 


The: Pagan Fate in the Opinion of a great 
many , if not moſt, did not teaclva rigid 


.- and inflexible Neceſity , this doth : They 


amongſt. the-Pagans who tavghr the Ne- 
ceſliry of Fate | ett underſtood ir 
of Neceſſity in Temporal Events, bur this 
Fate extends it to eternal ones: '"Fhe' Sro- 
ick the; great Aſſerter of Fate" acknow- 
nay, cagetly contended, that Man 
be Vertuous and Happy in de- 
hg of Fares bur theſe- Men make hu- 
and Vertueithe'vary Ob- 
jet ject "of their Fate; making'Sin and Mi- 
ſery,: Venue and Happinels, as Faral as 
any Events whatever. 

In vainnow1halliany one: of 'em think 
ro excuſe 'their 'Dodtrine from the Impu- 


'tation-of: Fate, -by telling us ( as * ſome * avis 
do»): char Fare in the Pagan Notion did org %.. 
involve'God' as well as Man within 'the'® *r- 

' Compaſs of it's/Neceſſity : That whar thoy 


bat ene; voluntary 
: This is'a miſerable ſhift, for this 


doth not at all lighten the weight of thar 


Fatal 


Namine cam videas diris obnoxia Fats, - 
ÞEruidia poſhs exonerare Deos:' 1) 


t* | oF | 
Since "Heavenly Powers to:Curs d Fate ſub- 
, zed be g | == 


after. ran 


plain Revelation do dictate in this poiae, 4am © 


alt defoas nf app Thy 
PaIT ; | 
je way cm —oiy> All is.in the Power 
of Fate, | nothing in thine own, there is 
nothing in-thee. ro da that can} contmibute 
ro make thee Verruous or Happy, Whanee 
. can this Necgſity, - this Fate; proceed? 
Cas but ewo Principles chat wese'e+ 
ver fancied te be the: firſt Cauſes of all 
things, Ged' and: Matter. Doft thou be- 
lieva this Necefity , proceeds. from Mat- 
ter;' from. the Motion of Atoms, or the 
Influence of Stars 2: This belicf,, as St: 4u- 
fin argues, doth ſubvert the Foundation 
of all Religion, 'far:he who believes char 
” a—_—_ Fate not God, can have 
Galfcionr: Reakm for the. Wonlhip of 
hare on Whoin he. hath no 
dance : But thig/iachat peradventure 
Ne 20: prone” Retſan and Unlereeding 
ble ro: prove 0n-.an 
to drive: themſelves from endleſs Atoms, 
when thou canf{ | find out any, kind: of 
Natural Motion of Matter or Atoms, 
which/can' be: the 'Cayſe of  Libegty: or 
Ereedony in the #314, any Motion: that 
cat in ane be deelloge. (far fo all-Mo- 
rionof | Aroms nut, -beit of a" 
W 


uw 
\ "Secandly, What plain Reaſon and; ag *co/y ond 


Y - 
=. 
* 
”" : = 
2 1 4 " * 
” wed - 
SY , 


An Enquiry. 


4 


£#Y9%® 


will)-and: yer free too, for ſuctrall-'m 


* Deliberations and all my Choices wore 


prove the Motion. of the Mind -to be, 
then { will acknowledge a Fate, \not'on- 
ly/ independent from, but if thou- wilr, 
Superjour''to God ; then 1 will -forbear 


-."-——: all-farther atremprs of Charity, as vain, 
_ td leave Hoa aorabey Bats and Miſery: 
- ----"- Buttheſcare Notions {o-abfurd in them- 
--- Jelyes*, -that"no Similitudes, no «Argu- 
w +. aheits , can make+'em -appear one jot 


mort ridiculous or- irrational than” they 


| <I> to-all-Men of-ſenſe at the  firlt hear- 


ing. There arc ſome Errors as well:as 
Truths that are ſelf-evident, there: needs 
no Demonſtration to convince us; that 
the one'are Errors, and'the other "Truths, 
and of - this kind /are//the Errors 'we- are 
ſpeaking: of ; \ if a+ Manſhould affertthar 


' .Death is the Original of Life; tharſenſ(c- 


leſs/' Matter gives -to an 'under- 

ing / Mind , / that 'Neceflity . is the 
Parent -of Liberty-and ſuch like; it were 
an: unpardonable weakneſs in 'any Man 
to think," that ſuch affertion-did ſtand 
in-need of :a laborious Confuration.' - Burt 
there-are/ who ſuppoſe God the«Author 
of all things, andyct ſuppoſe Events fa- 
ral x00, the" former was ridicu- 
ens; this is Wy ; for pps: 


6-4 


| 


- 


_ believe thoſe Crimes and” 


ſerved to have been dam- 


© _ benign: I could eaſily belicye: that: all 
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kind farally on d -by the: Influence of 

the Stars; and thar-theſe Stars have re- - 
ceived this Power: and Encrgy from God, \ 
1s'it not natural. for every 
our -into :the words 'of 
St. Auſtin; How outra- 
gioufly do. theſe Men” re- 
proach Heavenwhilft they 


Villanies decreed by that ftate, we 


AuguFt Senate and glori- 
ous Court in Heaven, 


which. had any. City upon wi Fo 
Earth decreed, it had de- me 43g ru 


ned-by the Common Vote, and raz'd' to the 
round by the united - Arms of "Mankind. 
When I conſider that ; the Stars are - che 
Work of God, that /their Order-and Mo- 
tion on aps) ry wor that. what-. 
ever Vigour an cacy they have; th 
have received it from hins rs $'w-/ 
Remember -that- God" 1s a moſt infinitely 
kind" and good'-Being ; I thaild-eafily 
ſuffer'my {clf ro-be perfivaded tharithey 
could no- influence upon this lower. 
World; bur what were: extreamly-bene- 
ficial-'to-/it , that they could--have no 
Aſpets but what were: favourable and: 


the 


ty can come down from-above ; or 
that” otter” Minds ſhould -be impregnated 
with Sin-and Folly by the Influtnccs of 
Heaven. 'No , if there be: any 
Verrue inthe Stars extends it felf 
to Man, it 'muſt rath& be the Seed of 
Liſs" and Health; ahd Verrae; than of 
__ Death or Vice. ' I can eaſily 
with the opinion .of lid if hariv 
Si41:8. 84 Moti in Cali Rhodiginus, who thought 
Ps **: that'that Vertue of Celeftidl Bolits, which 
| tended" of it felf-ro Excellent Ends, was 
b maited' "and perverted by a vitious Edu- 
b. + _ And fo-ch fo "the Gravity of Seth 
x - did 'degenerare into Sullennels, - Niggard 
is 27 Mondly The! Mau: 
mity of Mays into and Fool- 
hardineſs: | oo Sharpneſs and ry 
of "Mei tevous | and 
deceirfiil | dubeiſt ; Ihe par and 
 Getitleneſs' of Yer into filthy L and. 
fo on: And this "Thought does we 
come' every: one thar prevends ro'dny Reli- 
gion, whether, Revealed or Natural : Fot _ 
this is Conſonant ro thoenalleney or <8 
Divine Nacure?-- + 


But 


F after Happineſs. 074 
Buc this (t of Fate ſpringi from the Fate 
Influence IN Mans Jed wt 


| 4 
over the ſtrongeſt ſnclinatibns of Nacure. 

of :the Swies, the Chas 
ſtir off thoſe/11n Arabie andOfroenc, the 
Abſtinence: of the Brachmans,-unid nume- 


up6n the (vob ppipracmary eos chac 
we. can imagine to -proceed | from the Ins 
fvence of any Natural Bodies; ''tis Non- 
ſenſe roſa {rhar Fate infupeccable: 

qx'Uncemro ;/which we ſec baffled 
nnd efeaced every OA and - in OP 
Nation, !- 


The 
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a mes dari hens (/Waie 
this: true we” tas proper} berake 
our felves:ro Magick and vc © rn 
to: Advices and+Exhortations'; When'w 
woikbeechiaderichasytbMpeitonkd 
the: one-be more Efletusl charitheorher ; 
for what could alter: whatisunalterable ? 
At: for 'the' ſame 'Reaſotivwe might for- 
bear; our- Sacrifices 'and 'Prayers;, ſince 
what will, be; nates be, afid 'cannor be 
Ophneeridh 0G) 

NF! 
Defne Fare Deum Jett ſperare precands; 
. « I; 106311 
To Brive in "vain with Prayers to | move 
The inexorable Pates above.” 


v7 Rdpoticance and Tears: ens ay be, 
whiars Sexeca calls * 'Expiation;, Agre 
falatia , "The deluding Dreams of 
v4 rata Mid 4 but could never 
us: 'any” real Advantage ; {6 
that'oln'/this Suppofition , what is now 
thought the only Wiſdom,” would 'be 
then the- only Folly -of 'a Sinner, Repen- 
tance? 1 think I may <bndude | hete', 
for” if je be nor by this time- Evident, 
.whether Reaſon'+be for or againſt Fate, 
we! _ juſtly deſpair of - diſcovering 


wie Reaſon "in this of "any: 0- 


GG 0 rr wow Rao © | 


che. 
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__ after" \blappineſs. 179 
ther | Queſtion, /1 will, now. proeeecd+ ro 
Examine, ; SHIT 5 

x What | plain Text of $cripture ſpeaks Scripture a- 
in this.: Point. And here in; the feſt 
place we. 'are to-expedt no (other Fate 

than. what , depends: wpeti God;-for the 
Scripture © makes all; things derive their 


Original/ from- him,:and all chings . de- 


upon -him,/ there is /bur vng Crearor, 

and one Lord, andtherefore the Creature 
can be ſibject to no; Laws but ſuch as 
he EnaQs; ſo that;-whateyer-! Fatei'we 
now lye under, muſt be- imputed tothe 
voluntary Decree:-of 'God,' Is-then the 
Ecernal Ruine of ; Man Fatal and Una- 
voidable 2; If -we' enquire. into the:Origi- 
nal- of this: Unhappy Necaſlity; it \mut 
be ultimately reſolyed into the Divizc 
Will; when. God :.then' decreed +the jn6- 
vitable Riiine of Man, under:,what No- 
tion did- he-confider his Ruine + Under 
that. of. Miſery 2 Or: that of. Puniſhment ? 
If under the Nortion-of: Punifhment; -this 
implies 'plainly ; that ye are: to: thank 
our {elves fot our Ruioo): For Punilhmen 
is nothing elſe but -the. Inflition.of , that 
Miſery:whach .out \Sid.and Folly- have 
defervedy:o-Bur if ::the Netion! of 
Miſery how | can -tbis-confift- with the 
N =z Infinire 


= 
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Tnfraite "Goodneſs of Wiſdott/-of / God? 
Alas! How contradifory is this ro Serip- 
rure > There God {wears that he delights 
not'in the'Death of a'Sinver; "This De- 
cree would fappoſe'ihim- to delight in 
the Death ' of che'Hwmocent <" There he is 
erg full of Compaſſion , and ſlaw to 
Wrath; even-upots repeated Provocations, 
this Decree repreſents him ſo addifted to 
Wrath and Cruelty, that henade's World 
.0n-/purpoſe co:-have' whereon'td exerciſe 
4, and-doth exerciſe it: meerly for the 
delight: he cakes/\in ;- The Sctiprure fi- 
ndlly repreſetits him full of -Diving Love 
'for Mankind, and nor only nor-defirous 
that they ſhould'/petiſy, bur /extreamly } 
-defizxous/that they ſhould-be!parrakers of 
verlafting- Life; this Decree'ſiippoſes 
hin (0. atter.an Enemy to, and: hater of, 
-Mankind, that. he»made ther far/ greater = 
Parc to'no other End, but only to make 


ame en Let any: unprejudiced Per- 


-now;- whether this be. not as 
onttadiftory! to! Seripturte 29s It-:is to 
Senſe :Nor is it je that' any one un- 
leſsprejudiced 1hould. look” into Hol 


Wric andnor diſcern/evi tharMan's | 
Ruine'ſs the Effect iof Sin, 'noc\onfyowil- 
bur /'alſo 7 obſtinarely rand vimpenitently 


- Pere 


ſ 


on. 
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ſent ' unter thee © How | often would. { have: 


———— 


often; Happineſs. 18% 


Yitvs And that God is ſo far from 
-Jond:: of our - and Cala- 
DI I 

f ppointment © , ; 
Deſeatiof: his Graeeand Merey, ned Our. 
Obſtinacy fand  Impenitence :: - iis -3he: 
yoics- of his: Son,'/riv;/the -yoice of ad, 
Q  Feruſatem, Jer alem, thou that kiHage Math. 27» 
the Prophets, and" ſtanueth. them which are 


gather'd thy; Children together, "even is 
a Fen; gathers heni Chickens: under. har 
Wings, and yt would hot! If thergfore we 
FO kaow:Wharche Will .of -God is, 
with jrefpet to ; this! is a full, and 
plain, Declarariog' of it there.cafy beihq 
other, myeh -[els* any - Comragiſtory, £0 


jon of the: Di 

i$-.n0} reveal'd Truth thar 1 fg 
ypon +4 Nor d Tray that fe: yep 
2ny; Reads for tehiog ao. be | alſorred 


190+ 
V 


y; Buri4 have. no Touplty in me 
" Matter; +I have! no, Fears:nor 


== we lemrplong ent 
gnanr to; ar'd one; 1-am 
God. is. Good! and Tha 


cha 
were 


and To 
is--Excrnal- or Alwighty : 


not, 'we” could 'reap bur y 
N 3 lieſ 


= Dm 


| "i Gore Gonull this onicb= Rite - 
t'of 'gtorioub"foever:i if 
blefſec-be God; if” feos 


Ry 2 Deg We! ices 
ro'txaminc the Manneri and "Method of 
his Govertiment 48iv"telates ro:Mankind 
(which is* another" and thenonly*way 
leſt us to* judge of 'his\ Will and edhees) 
we" ſhall: find no" Infftahce 'in the" whole 
Series of Divine" Diſpenſations, » which 
ca cteare in us the leaſt Suſpition'eF"ly- 

ing underan Arbirtaty* and” 
Fate: Nay, if we &r the At of 
DivinsProvideiibe',, Fine the 
. quits? Contrary, Gifs overns the 
ofa TE ea 
ral3hd wy E n : upon 
em tliar God 15” free; ManClfree; 
the Brent" of OT free; *fronvany 


| men ty 7-5 Dt indol@ is ver 
' tat fo beſt, Whati{#82Wileſt; 


and* can; «do! n6 yet, "This 4s" the 
only Fats that God's (ubjeRt to But4d 
Poſſibility « of ' Differcat« Bverits ' vt0/uesy 


*621iis-Wildem ,' Jaftice' or 
Glee hn 4) proj 


* Seriſe [vhi8refore 
rther6%13 16" Fare ores hini9!"thit'can 


int I' Kg: wy anthems 


ce: 
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= p” "_ | ſeed? kb: wet, of 
Ry ear it be. © Doth/ 


be ſureithat. this #/ofaipiectwith his Go, 
vernment; of: Mankind:or Kingdoms, -is 
beir oiungells. bers impeach 


& Laws. of 
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of Se. Pauls Wasrhisthbir Sufferk 


we are cotmpararively wy 


Shall leave us 
rites of 'our Reaſon, bur > adiiſe! us 
by -th& *Aid of his Providence! for'\the'a+ 


how 


” 


cen do 


Memo 


ES ner: a Farr 

him cite; only prays ifoms Te begs 
Puniſhmens» How::crudl are'the,;Mer- 
cies: of rn IS Juch-a 
(rite or ſurexs- vouch- 
ſafe the-careleſs- mo Hy whole / Fottune 
- —_ yg Dm oo vp how 


25: 003 wh 


z' \ifweckiw | peri) hol 
Clouds: olnow 1 tee i hover, | 


F 


DID BSoKECESSS | 


OO CuCa_LErPMIAYT TY ID £6 MS 


_ 


a - __—— —y ——_— — a 


after" Happineſs, ___ 8p 

nothing more than ormg'it ;' All 
PerfeQion © and'- Happineſs '- dwelF with 
him, ' in his preſence 15 fulneſFof ' Foy, ' and Pal. 16. 
at bis right hand are- Pleafarts! for ever 
more: © He: ſcarrers' and - diffipates -Evyl . 
atid Troubles by the Lighrt'sf/ his' Coun 
renance, 'Deaths and | Hell fly -far from 
befote him, and'hide' theinſelvew/in' theit 
own Darkneſs. What can we apprehend 
from fich a God as this is /' How: can he 
delight in our Miſery who is all-Zve? 
No, nothing bur our guilt or folly can 
raiſe - our Fears, we may reſt ſecure of 
his Favour, if we do not deſpiſe it; nor 
can he ever be made our Enemy unleſs 
we firſt become the Enemies of Vertue 
and .Goodneſs : what then | haye we to 
fear ? There is no Fate but the immuta- 
ble -Law.: of God, that Univerſal Law 
which adjudges Happineſs to the Righte- 
ous, and Mi co the Wicked : There 
is'no Fortune but his Providence ; which 
is nothing but the Execution of that one 

Law, and the Application of it's 
icycral parts, _in_ particular Inſtances : 
'is / plain) ve have nothing now 
ro fear bur our ſelves, if we be bur true 
ro our own Reaſon, and faithful ro our 


Intereſt , we may confidently! =" 
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*...: Of, Incapacity. 1 


The Flea of Incapacity, ſuppoſes Vertue a 
Sufficient Foundation of Happineſs. Incas 
pacity Three-fold, Natural,” Moral, Pe- 

-* nal. There js.-no: natural Tucapacity 54 
Happineſs. Grace and Nature reconciled. 
The Strength of tach examined,” And de+ 
monifrated in Fat#, With Reference to 
Cuitom and Faſhion. | Pain and Pleaſure. 
The Force of Inclinatibn Examined.  Dul- 
eſs Confidered, ' And a light thoughtleſS 
temper. Set.” 2. Of Moral | Incapacity. 
The Corruption 'of ' Nature, and Divine 
Aſſiftance, how:far they influence the pre« 
ſent Subjett. 3: Of Penal Incapacity. 


HEY who'urge their Incapacity as 
| an Obj 


CH 


n- againſt the poſſibili- 
ry" of atraining:: Happineſs do ſuppoſe 
Happineſs -to- conſiſt -in Vertue, in the 
Pleafare that- flows. from it, and'the bliſs 
that will one -Day"-or- other / Erernally 
reward it : They acknowledge, could 
they - bur. be Vertuous, they ſhould be 
Happy; but they "deſpair of = + 


my following Diſcourſe. 


"There may be-three- different (kinds. of 


Incapacities fancied; which: for Diſtinftion 
GkeVie call Natural, Moral 'and. Penal : 
cachof which may be thus explaind' in 
the. Notion' the Ob = _ —_ 
Penal: Incapacity is s{perate- ſtate 
wherein -Man-is by /God-immutably rejc- 
Een 
yat Incapaci uits | 

Abſolutenefs of that Dominion which Sin 
has eſtabliſhed overſome Men, through a 
long and-continued courſe of Wickednels. 
Natural Incapacity conſiſts-in fuch an Un- 
reachable ſtupidity of -/Temper, . or ii fuch 
wy 1 _—— ae man's Vice, 
Or/in Hen a; igheneſs, levity iNcOn- 
ſancy of Mind as:rendetMenutterly un- 
fir to receive) any laſting: Tmpreſſians. of 
Vertue;ot tomakeany ſteady and: reſolute 
Attempr'of attaining it 1 Fe 
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pving jeg 
rg Power  encteaſes by  belng 
Des" and like ſome” Plants I haye 
tcad of, "rhey- never thrive when divided : 
T ſhalt'tibr Alſpure,  whar Power _ 
is a Bicthttghr, 'whac a ative ; for" 
las ! Every” ing he ps & is a) 
a Fayour ,'6f. his Prince? His Natural A- 
biliries ard 18. many Grites he (derives 
fro God, and a3 þ Ro en pe | 
acceſſion” to' 'em which 1 aft 
wards : So chat when ever 1 ices 
any thing is in the Power of Maa, I js 
fied r6 be underſtood” of all thar Power 
which God has inyeſted him wich Mhehet 
Narural ot 'S utal.” 

Did Man detry and'vilie  Narure, to 
beger 'in rheinſelves rhe more 

Humility, add the more wakeful and 
ſolicitous Induſtry did 'they like "the 
Semponts', "in el 
with Chains as the of their ſubjes === 
ction to, and I upon, the Deb 

TY, 


us, load themlelve pe 


ef ind Contem It _ 
Ts al r bk irely et 
CS, "That they would not them Fives 
to as much, as the Au agg of. ſerk- 
ing it, tis bas gpl 40.8 | wy VF Per- 


Fat 
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nary--ws'c his ety [For having. bed 
this Teffimowy chat be pleaſed God, tot was 
tranſlated, This. was owing to his Faith, 


he was content to endure the Reproach 


of Riabccouſnels 
rf Taro ed; but, en- 
14 by the wickeilteſs of the World: 
he:livedi.an#;'This {#96 Was. owing to 
bis Faichy.-he fear; thoſe threats, Which 
char \kmpjous Wor (cafled erent 


World, and Fetawie* Heir of the 'Righte- 
oufueſs \which © # "by *Faith. © No"'doubt 
+ which this ftrange Building 'Was prepa- 
ring, Noah "was" affyul 24ll "the 
Raillery and wy ; by alt the ſhews 
of Wit and Reafon, 'Luft and Prophane- 
.neſs could farniſh an impious Ape with: 
This Man (ſay they) has” cyer*been Sin- 
gular and Phanraftitk in'the' whole Me» 
rhod'of his' Converfation ; rthere' wanted 
but Tuck a 'prarik”'as"this 'ro* complear 
Fancy into' Madneſs :'He ever dteantd 
of Judgments, and yet' we (he 'threatn'd) 
continu'd” our 'Mirth/ and' Pleaftre, he 
alone in _—__— AriXicries has \ hs 
the” Evils whi | lancholy "Fan 
created, An which grefet chat Wwe ſhatl 
ever ſee : For how long has he been 
Preaching dreadfu}' things; afid 'yer- ſtill 
che Sun ſhines, the are fair and' 
clear,” our 4Feafts' and® Luſts Have che 
ſame reliſh ſtill : Nor" 'docs bur” 
ence- only convince us'of the Falſhsod, but: 
our Reaſon of *the Impoſlibility—of this 
Man's  Dreains'} "Tor  whith Wway* hall 
the fixed" ſtate 'of 'Nature be *turned'vp- - 
ſide 'down? 'Whenee ' will this univer- 
ſat'-Deloge come > Will his' God"break 
wor k up 
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Soft ** There was Power' and Wealth, the 
Temptations of the Ambitious Mind; 


( fallly called 'preat /)” and there” Was 
Honour; the ai NY of vain ©utbal- 
laſted” "Minds. hel each of rhe ſin- 


gle and *alone have like Saul and ©Da- 
vid ſain their Thouſarids'and ten Thou- 
fands ; and * yet © that * it” may | appear 
that their overthrow is "ro be inhputed 
to their qwn Negli and Folly, be- 


* hold "here "Moſes rriumphing by Faith 


over all theſe; 3. e. over Al theſtrengths 
and” forces 'of "ſenſual Pleaſures' joyned 
r: When he was come 
ro yeats';/*tie refuſed to” he called, che 
Son of "/ Phgrabl 5" Daughter, and fo. de- 
ſerreq 4 Sration wherein nothing was 


bigger thati his Enjoyments, if he 
pleaſed , unleſs” his Latiire : 

which "is the ſt Felicity of a e 

of Senfuality. And” what is mote'yet , 
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Was his S6ul"too'lirtl&'to' fill the "great 
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of Sin for a Seaſon t Eſteeming / o 
proach of Chrift gk Riches than the 
Treaſures of ' This'' was all the 
great work of oo His Mind OUS: 
times poſleſſed with a' juſt "Notio 
and awful 'Reverence for the God of his 
Fathers,' the God of Heaven and Earth ; 
4, and* therefore beyond the.” Wants and 
ers of 'the- Deſart, he diſcover'd the' 
of Canaan, and beyond' 
both the G of Eternity ; and thete- 
fore an hor that -it ' was' 
more eligible to be the Son of God than' 
of Pharaoh's Daughter, ro be the ' Fleir of 
Heaven than of the' Crown of Aigypt;" 
all this is intimared Verſe /2 6: for he had 
reſpe® to the. Receompence of ' the Reward. 
I will add bur: one 'In(tance* more” to 
that of Moſes, "uy indeed there” can <4 
ur 
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h Re as th ſaid 2 Nothing, unleſs 
nly, this, chat. our Caſe is; not: the 
+ With. theirs either in- reſpect, of our 
linations., or -our Aſſiſtances,:;. If -rhis 
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[poſſibility /:Y ertue iſcourage the 

Weak,,| nor- a pretended- one -excuſe the 
Wilfub ; nothiag-.is more Evident than 
that here is no Inclination in| /Man that 
is Ingprrigible,';nor any temptation in- 


'cident"-ro 'our -Srate which: 4s Jnſupers- 


ble: Let any» Man that - 
contrary- conſider; what : Reaſon hes done 
in {ome , what: - ftom Fs what; "Faith, » 
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Reaſon, | | 
(frons; all; which I-never ag ter Divine 
Aſſiſtance) .can do-inihim, and-lam Con» 
fideng, he will nop-ahea nag; in/nced of 
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$t. Paul ? Repemtance towards: Gad,: and ats 10. 


Faith, in eur +Lordi Jeſus Chriſte: "Tis 
reve all: rhipgs.arei now raveliod and cas 
tangled , and the; gory Soren of 
Chriſtiavir Ity-1s 10k; 0 0 LcuUoug 
amonglit Chriſtians a5. their Theologi 
Wars, Tumults, and FaQtions ; Bue: this 
is. Owing to; Man: not to the Goſpeb, 
to the Pride and Superſtitipm. of the one; 
agt to. the Obſcurity of- theother : Nog 
may 420y one here with: any thew -of 
Reaſon obje&', That: tho the ſubſtance 
of the Chriſtian: Faick an Practice ''ig 
clear, yet the  Realons of both. are nog 
©:;. for. who : can ever | imagine: ſuch a 
Seupidity. of. Nature as can: difable 

one to underſtand: rhe, Proofs by which 
the. Scriptute clabliſhes the great Fun= 
dame Article of (aun baith, Thas 
Jeſus is the Ghrift;,- the Meſftas or Me 
datar. berwoce. God and Man? Or. whari 
Stupidity; of: Nature can; render it an! 
impoſiible Task 'to: us to comprehend; 
the two Eundamental Reaſons of Eyan-. 
gelical. Rigbrequſheſs, namely, the:-Sub- 
terviency. of: it to the Happind(s of this, 
and. of another | Life; and+.che Holineſy' 
of. the .God; we Worſhip? I:da nor write: 
this-as "if I meant: hereby! ro» reproſone 
laduſtry, in ſearch of Divine! Truths; as4 
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To Enquiry 


unneceſfary ; bur to 
pe in” Capackis hve 
of rhe ſucceſg'of it.” ani not 1 


how-much fome applaud themſelves. <1 
the account* of hone: Knowledge! of 
dowbtful-:or abſtruſe things/;' how much 
others i value | themſelves” 'on' a nn 
ſorr- of 'Politicks remore | enough 'indeed 
from - Vertue; and others "on: Accom- 
pliſhments-as | remote':from | Reaſon, as 
the yrher Poliricks' fron Vertue z and 
how much all 'of them do- deſpiſe the 
dulnels of thoſe who cannor, - and the ſim- 
ity of:rchoſe who ſtrive not ro equal 
yy wa NE Artainments : Bur all this 
On Sf che Trunk | have beer 
or. age a''of: the Truth | have 
eos por know7 that our Duty is plain, 
and that the Path of Duty is the moſt 
—_ and Compendious one to ithe 
Happineſs of this Life and of another: 
For I know" that nothing is {ſo taking 
with God :/.as an humble Faith, Devour, 
Pure, Peaceable -and Charitable Religt- 
on,” *As tro worldly Happineſs I know 
that a Mans own bh re po 
by God's Spiric/, and 'guided -b 
Truth is che | / ſafeſt "oo the Hh 
Guide he can: follow inDark Tem» 
Gs times /z / true - ad conliſts 
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not in that Addzeſs/ or ſubrilty of Spirit, 
which | furniſhes a 'Man at all times with 
plauſible Shifrs, bur in that, Integrity 
and Vertue that needs none : And:/the 
Beauty and Life of Converſation: con- 
ſiſts not in Arrificial Faces, Phantaſtick 
Dreſſes, Mechanick Motions, Sh 
Cringes, much leſs in Mechanick Vf for 
ſo 1 may call fer forms of ) Chat bur in 
-an humble, diligent and fairhful diſcharge 
of the Duties we owe to all thoſe ſeye- 
ral | Relations: we ſtand in, and the ob- 
ſervance of thoſe Laws of Conyerfation 
which true Philoſophy preſcribes: This is 
that which will--make us ON 
ro all; and dear to 'the wiſe and ; 
Slights and Tricks, and Arts may" divert 

entertain, but. Vertues do charm 
and- captivate ; thoſe may open us the 
way to: mens. Houſes and their Tables, 
bur. theſe ro their  Boſoms , to their 
Hearts, The ſum of all is, Great En- 
dowments- of /Nature ſeem to be Ne- 
ceſlary for'the Attainment of Unneceſla- 
ry. Accompliſhments , common Endow- 
ments are ſufficient to make” ns capable 
of Vertue and Happineſs, this Marces 
acl per ni raed plats 
Well Cx in P © more 
bane | v3 Q. ' « fully, 
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 Marc.Ant, hb. 7. Sect. 


Likeneſr & 
Incon/1de- 
ratencſs ex- 


on .luppgſes. Natural. Inca 
Gt, : is ſuch a ſlightneſs , levity ; and 


fully, Lib. 5. Set. 3. 
more briefly. elſewhere 
thus, Tho thou deſpair- 
eft of being a Loggcian, 
a Naturaliſt, a Mathe- 
matician, a Courtier', a 
State-Empirick, a Tab 
kative Bigot, or a Mi 

| wical Fop, (for theſc too 

paſs for Accompli 

with fome) yet deſpair wot of becoming a 
IWiſe may, and a Philoſopher ; tho thou hafi 
ok Abilities big, enough to make thy Con» 


fidence paſS for Wit and Demonitration, 


tha. thou aſt not the Art. of Wheeling , 
nor the. Talent of ſhifting - and deluding , 
tho. thou. haſt no faculty for deep. difſimu- 
jug Fa Slight Tefinuation, tho thy parts 
tye below all theſe and a great. many 
other, Perfe@ions, yet . for all this deſpair 
wot, thou baſt parts ſufficient to make thee 
Happy. ,  thox . may /k be free (Redeemed 
from the Servitude. of”. Vice) ' Modeſt , 
Elymble., Charitable, and  Obſequious to 
God, aud in. theſe wery few _ CON 


fifts mh iudupiras freiou, The Blefſedneſs of 
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iaconſtancy of Temper as ſeems to 
render Men ncicher fir for any cloſe 
Appplication , , nor ſulceptible ' of any 
deep and laſting Impreſſion : Jt cannot 
be denied but rhat ſome are of fach an 
airy, yolatile; and various, Temper rhac 
they ſeem to. be deſigned for nothing 
{crious, nothing great, as if like Flow- 
ers they, were the Sport not: Work of 
Narture., made not for Uſe bur Or- 
nament : But I have always abſerved 
that Natute makes up detects of one 
kind by Advyantages of another ; Thus 
ic happens here', thoſe ſtirutions 
Which do moſt want folidity and 
ſtrengech, do! niolt partake of Sofineſs 
and Tenderne(s; fo that rhey- are as 
much more apt. to receive Impreſſions , 
as they are more_unapt to. retain , them 
than others , like yielding air which the 
gentleſt ſtroak doth as. cally divide ang 
parr, as it doth caſily 'return and unite 
it (elf again. Hence 'tis generally ob- 
ſerved, that that Age and that Sex 
which are ſuppoſed ro have leaſt of fixt- 
neſs and albcy , have moſt of Hear 


and Paſſion \iri Religion, and thoſe 
Minds -which ape worſt furgiſh'd with 
Courage and FyPetience , with Jugg- 

ww. are mol} apt and 
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calie to be moved and wrought 


by Religious , or deluded by Superſtt- 


ous Fears; and as apt ro be tenderly 
affeted by 'the Repreſentations of | Di- 
vine Goodneſs and Compaſſion ; fo thar 
like Bodies which have leſs bulk , bur 
more Agility their Motions nimbler, 
tho "their force and ſtrength be leſs. 
Now' if this bz fo, then the Diſadvan- 
tage of this Temper is not ſo great as 
it is fancicd, for tho their Paſſions laſt 
hot long , they are eaſily raisd; and 
conſequently , if our -Addrefſes to ſuch 
a Temper be but a little. more frequently 
repeated, they cannot but prove fuc- 
ceſsful, and ſuch Perſons by the fre- 
qucat' Rerucns of Holy Paſlions will 
grow habitually devout, and their De- 
__ Votion” will be. as ſteady and more ele- 
vared than” that of 'a flower and firmer 
Conſtirution : But after 'all whereever 
there appears an Exuberancy of | this 
Humour, this is to be imputed rather 
ro their Fortune than their Nature ;; a 
wanton Fortune and too indulgent' ah 
Education: is generally attended wirh."a 
gay, wanton and | unfixd Mind. . Ang 
tis true that it is a Gifficult Matterfor 
ſach - Minds as thefe "ro attain to Wil- 
- dom. and” Vertue , but” "tis. not ts 
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they cannot conſider, but. becauſe they 
will not ; let but fuch exchange their 
haunts of Pleaſure _ for the. houſe of 
Mourning ; let 'em but now.and: then in- 
termix the Converſation of the wile and 
ſerious with, that of the. giddy, - fanci- 
ful,. and  frolicklome; and they, will 
ſoon find their Humour much corrected, 
and : their Minds better fixd ;..to all 
this , if chey.could, be -perſwaded-to.add 
the Contemplation of a - ſuffering Savi- 
our , of a Holy Gad, and of a Judg- 
ment. to.come.: And to this the. Devotion 
of. the Cloſer made up of ſerious Reflei- 
on... on theſe Subjetts and their own E- 
ternity ; this would: ſoon. reduce, their 
looſe. and. ſcatrer-d Defires, - it.. would 
ſoon recal. the. roving wandring. Mind , 
and. make ,1tdelight. ro dwell at homein 

e/Company .ot Wiſe, Deyout- and Im- 
portant. . Thoughts. "a 
And: now ,; [.chink., I have left no. 
pact of . this. Objection founded _upon 
Natural Incapacicy_  unconſidered.” - Do 
Men; complain of , their heavineſs- and 
ſtupidity 2, Acute Parts and. a tenaciqus 
Mfepory are hot neceſſary ro. make us 

ertuous or, Happy:: Do they complain 
of ; their violent, Inclinations , to. Sin ? [ 
have...ſhewed , them ,. Reaſon, Cuſtom. , 
Gs Q3 Faith, 
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Natural ot the moſt oyrr ny and uit 
SOimjlai ec” Appetites of : Do they 
bf* ha Levity ry fnconfiay- 
x" theit Terhpet > Let "erh eetire"from 
e Flarkcties vr. Caraffes 6f # wanton 
Fortune, ant a wanton Converſation ; 
ler *er' "acquaint themſelves with "'thd 
Wiſe 'or 'the Aﬀited' with Divine 


Truths ' and their” Cloſets, and - this. 


will ſoon” work” a Happy charige upon 
them'; if they are''t50 ſoft” and lic 
for the” birternieſs and! ſeverity of theſe 
Preſcriptions,” hothin 3-3 the” pI 
Tori, Biſtip line . © 
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themſelves more cloſely< without very 
Beings than theſe, and therefore it were 
abſuxd to 4 them more: yiolent, 
ſtubborn, or in ; that Expreſſi+ 
on; of. the, Prophet; Can the Erhibpian Jer. 13. 
thangg his skin+4Or the . Leopatd his ho ? 
Then may ye alſo learn to do Good, who art 
actuftamed to te Evil; is but a Pathes 
tick _ 
Prophetick Mile') © Diſkenley'; not 
an Aſſertion of--the Impodſſibility of an 
habitual Sinner's Change ; what has beth 
dons, --and daily. is done can be- done ; 
and /'tis in Yain to: prove... what no 
Man cat deity; St. Pau/ whe he had 
recited a Catalogue of ſuch -Sidiners as 
not. Enter into. the Kingdom of 
R | 
4, bat 
pr in 1 Cor. 6: 
Spirit of - okr God, And: Tertablian docs 
ro the Power and Ethcacy of rhe 
fb h ES _ —_ ror 
pation! of vicious Habits ght by it, 
$a proof of its; Divine Otiginab; nor 


theyone day. be urged in Judgment a-' 
fs Q 4 gainſt 


againſt them-to convince them that they 
owe their Ruine to: their ſloathiafnid ob- 
ſtinacy; not their Imporence ; tho theſe 
Men ought-to :remember'- too, that” Mo- 
ral. worn is/ ever- derived | from'® 
voluntary \ Negle& or :Contempt of all 
the : Mcans of - Happineſs and V I 
think/I might ' now dilmils this 
on, | having given full fatisfaRtion to-all 
ſcruples that might '<viſturb or''diſcou- 
rage» any: - well-ineaning) and > honeſt 
Mind : and -cvidently ' defeated the'Pre- 
tences of ſuch as - would fain' ſhroud'and 
ſhelter. their volunkary" Sin and 


rence, : incapacity and anfupporate_n 
firmity or iaſuperable-!Tei 
for all: theſe are mixedwn comb in 


every part of the former" Objeftion, 
receive” one and the:fame Anſwer.” "But 
I'\:foreſees. 1.  ſhallbe. "in chis 
meme eg have had itop = 
regard 10: our 'Original -Cortuption: 

Divine Afliftance ;« and therefore the''-[ 
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Firſt, As'r& the» Natural Corrupeiod 
of Man, if> Corruption * 
A on'the account of 

'of our :ſenlitive Inclinarions ; lome 
plain," ſome-''very 
lain ' is this, *whar: the 
' | . preſent ſtateiof Man is with reſpect. 0 
h_ Righteouſneſs which-! the- 
requires ;- what? is 'obſcure /is 'this, - 
the /ſtate of: Adam - before the! Fall was; 
withour a: clear! - Knowledge: of Which 
curdiamure 480i; now | 
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Sin in' the 'prevalency of the Body over 
the. Mind. - And fromhence appears the 


Divine I. Neceſſity of Divine Grace 'or Alliſtance ; 
£2 for ſince the» Dominion / of Righteouſ- 


fared. 


neſs cannot be Eſtabliſhed | but in the 
lubjetion-of the Body,” and the Body - 
doth in power ſo much: o'rematch the 
Mind;,: the Appetites of "it being both 
more forward, more violent, more. con- 
ſtant, Thad almoſt ſaid,,, more Na» 
tural, than 'the/ Diftates of Reaſon ; and 
this Power receiving daily: increaſe and 
augmentation by a/ ſenſual; Education, 
and by a daily and: unavoidable Com- 
merce pps 7 hrs thoſe” ic 
prtations > w awaken:, gratific 
_—_ the. Appetites of the ; Body, 
impaſlible that the Mind 
ſoul maſter: and -otecome_ the -Body 
if.it' were 2not aided by Divine Grace 
and. bly ; bur then it-:muſt be «4 
mem ; That tis xepugnant | to | 
ers ts otion/ of Aid or Afliſtance, 'thar 
it thould-make void / the: Neceſſity. of 
Our OWN A ::As,the Light of 
Revelation:doth.: not; extinguiſh, that of 
i wgrats pe 990" a> {o. neithes does 
of God's Grace render -ours 
7 - uſeleſs, : but - improve. 
+hclp itz-This added-to whagl1 bers 
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faid before, compriſes all that is neceſſary 
ro be known concerning Grace, and 
may be reduced to theſe three or four 
Heads. Firſt, That the Grace of God 
is nece ro enable us to live Vertu- 
ouſly and Happily ; Secondly, Thar 
Grace does not extinguiſh Nature, or 
cancel our Obligation ro Induſtry or a 
careful uſe 'of that Natural Power God 
has inveſted us with; 7hirdly, Thar 
God is moſt ready and defirons* to fur- 
ther and aſſiſt"all Men in their Endea- 
yours after Vertne and Happineſs; And 
Laftly, That the Grace of God is ſuffici- 
ent for us, or that we receive by it as 
great an addirion of Strength or Spi- 
ritual Aid, as being joyned with our 
ſincere- Endeayours, is neceflary'to make 
us Vertuous and Happy: If we deny 
che firſt of rhefe, we ſubvert the” Foun- 
dation of Prayer to and © dependence 
upon God, we can give no tolerable ac- 
count of at leaſt ' one thitd' part of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and we "unavoidably 
diſcourage Mankind from all hopes of 
Happineſs; if we deny the '{ecofid', we 
deſtroy the very Nature of 'Man, render © 


all Laws, Exhortations, Admonitions, ..”"-. 


Rewards and Puniſhments' uſeleſs, fill 
and * impertinent; and make*-Di 
Grace 
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Grace the -- pop. tub ls 'F 
Hecurity , of | 
Negligence Wig uo Sloth: 7# we pmatp "he 
third or. fourth, we. muſt unavoidably 
affirm, cigher that the Happineſs of Man 
does no | way depend - upon the Grace 
of Gad, or that his nilery is fatal and 
eng 4B pg Mm geo Ablonly- 
ties ro Minds 
which lie nor pen. the thickeſt dark- 
neſs of blind Superſticion and Prejudice. 
Whoeverſhall - now refle& upon all that | 
has been {aid -will cafily be able to con- 
clude, that we have no Enemy without 
von none within us .that .can ne<ceſſirate 
and compel us xo be miſerable ; Miſery 
may. be. our Choice, or Puniſhmenr, ir 
can never/be our Fate : Our natural 
Corruption may, invite, and incline us, 
can. ,-never force and compel us 
10. be wicked: For there .is-no Tempta- 
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tion /,. NO... Inglination. ». Which - God's 
Grace: our I are not able to 
rehſt and, p'recome ; {o. chat now there 
-remains; at; Jaſt no other  lncapaciry .of 
ns oy Vhac what is. Fexal, whichis 
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| ly nothing In, eb tf "OG who 
delights t6 earn nevigy dneſs and 


_— Hoppineſs. _ _39 


of this ſhall be fully handled, 
Vol. 4- whe 1 thall be obliged to rreat 
of the Troubles of the , and their 
Cure ; in the mean time, all that is Nes 
celfary to be obſerved here is, Firſt, 
That this ſtate of final Rejetion from 
Grace and Pardon is Penat, a ſtate to 
which nothing bur Men' 5-0 Ho 
Tranſgreſſions can bet 

ot gi 


roo T ranſgreflions wy 


Mercy , '$God of infinite long-Suffering 
and Patience, to paſs a Sentence, an irre- 
verſible Sentence of eternal Ruine and 
Damnation upon any of his Creatures. 
Secondly, That no miſtaken Fancies of 
the Unpardonablcneſs of- our tare may 
either temper us deſperately ro renounce 
God, our Sayiour, and Vertue; it be- 
hoves us to conſider whir ought to be 
the proper Influence of this 'Perfwaſion 
that there is' ſuch a Penal ſtare on this 
fide the Grave. 

Firft, If they who believe ſuch a ftate 
will a& conſonant to their own Opinion, 
they muſt not allow rhemfelves in acourſe 
of wilful Sin,leftrhey be infenſibly berray'd 
into that dreadful ftate. 

Se- 


" Tenkbly benxay'd into- that dreadful ine. 
1 ey Since Impotieons ac =—_ 
is -a Neceſſary in 
zable. Conſequence of that dreadful Sen- 
tence Which excludes Men from Grace and 
Pardon. / therefore no [Man can ra- 
Zior conclude himſelf -in this ſtate till 
© has made all poſſible atremprs to re- 
x himſelf from. his Sin, and that with- 
4" Hg And becaulc, 
"Latth, No..Man can conclude his En- 
| [apps ours. unſucceſsful, rill Death ſurpriſe 
in an Obdurate and Impenitent ſtate-; 
for habitual Sinners have become eminent 
Saints, and laps'd Chriſtians, nay Apo- 
ſtares have not. only recoyer'd their former 
415 redeemed —_— Crimes by more 
s of Repentance, De- 
yotion, and.Charity , and —_ undeniable 
Conſequence have or —_ to God's 
Favour ; for Grace js in order to Pardon, 
Sanification in order to Juſtification, Ver- 
fuc-in order to; Glory ; therefore no Man 
muſt give oyer; his Attempts of appeaſing 
God, and ſubduing his Corruptions,while 
God py him in the Land of the Li- 
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-en#; make you; aboind'in Hope through the | 
«: v-17 profitable; to all. things , ' having *promiſe | 
ofthe life that. now! vs, and of that mbieh | 
| 520 come, ' Nor.can- I \indeed) canceive 
F-nn bg ſtate of a Righteous and Holy 
4 0 —-Aogragtys other than 'a Happy and 
Blefſed one * The belief and confident 
ExpeRation'oef. a Heaven mult; needs be 
*more tranſporting. and] raviſhing then 
lie" richeſt” Fancy'cof a Sinner, :and char 
*Secyrity both 'in'\ reſpeQt ; of, this and a 
Futnre. "Life, 'which a good Man enjoys 
in the ProreCtion .of God and: the Aſh 
. "rakes. of his Favour,” who .is; Almighty, 
'- - AFramutiable, &* muſtiinfigitely\\ exceed 
6 bin chat: a+. Sihher *caq-/ attain to 


- oa A 8m am } woo a<« _ 


:and oe Fw hep Ye prong hong 
© which! db'\frequintly.: joterripe; the! Sin- 
-het's Enjoyment: ant! orecalt his hopes : 
pt ny c 


- uy =. ty 


L mac —_ A. - 
Ta 


EZ. 32a 4a. ic cs © Sin fs Mutt ho 


_ 
oy 


oO RL TT oe 


mm we 
>, T 


4 


aftes.yFlappineſs. 


he'thar loves God and\Verrue} tanndtbid = 
be Happy in che daily Praftice andEnjoy- 


ment;of 'whathemo uy Agtthe, 
laſtly, -rhat hath'ſubgued'! I 
o'recomethe World; cannot chooſebur 


wer Fruirs - foiblorious Confuctt, 2 


Title to the Y icts of rife - 
the' Glotics) of anothers/-he en ron 
Workd with'as great Seourity, 2 x 
and ' Moderation! and 4p ahi tit 
hope ofa far better when patnr | 
che Ancicipations pl yin Nor pray | 
and Hope, doar onte cln-dg3 conn 
his Conqueſt over aWunworthy Luſls, and 
entertain him' with AA MEI STes 
on and/Pleafure- 51507 | 

; For: this" Reaſod}.1'do:-in: this Clap: 
cer diſcourſe of Happineſs without rhac 
immediate rejzatd 'tor eng life, 


ſelf of ebig ner pros the . 


Po of: it;-of'to demonſtra 


R 3 blene(s 


RNS Ws 0-4 


x Ws | Euguar 


blehols..of cmnbratirig:dfiſery during the 
'd{.2his;; EE TY _ 
1thar Perk and Ecernal 


-tog of Qualification of 
agus of :atother's 'which doth in 
forne- chEaſure: oGleoddy; appear; and will 


frictim of a0&/Hmild: We 21 my upon! ;thar of 
The for ouir':Sayaqur,” If .dvy As! will corve after 
ahy Ianiſelf; and:take wp _— 


Math, 16. 08-Jf (ud 
Oraſs xd; ye 400 -Yur ;this igaot 
forcdable pan as -10-a04y -at 
faſt; {git 2is truer; qr ri 
gr age all the rene en antt-Stages of 
EyilsJeveri: tor-the Taſk /i thatig: Deach 


ud letcaier 4 Gaer (w 


ry; Sd in the Progycts of the-follow- 
= -- har ag rig ee WIE 
of che Ghwit' he:Eroſe »:This a5 caivety = 


| £-45S 8 7 0.9 5 A959 ov oy ernt rent a6. eee ane he... 314 hs 


SS oe. a. ta. 6 at a6. %. R « a waA £& ret Gd oo At fl & DR TT wm Mu 


T1 IF 


b] 


Dom OO OED SEO 0PM. 5 ry J T7 Ow. Oe. AQ. © 0: T3 i -ind -G-S-. F BS. 


_ 


gt: 1c ip 2g 19VR 


WhriGakd 
re Bn r2 joel Grodagimpmm 
life 


In Enqun We 


- _ ee rochgrog oo » 
. 


- 


P 
V 
Þ 
rc 
{ 
C, 
ſ 
C 
F 
{ 
J 
p 
0 
a 
a 
f 
(> 
FE 
t 


bn IT <) 


bby: 1 
jt No rn mer Lats 
0 ' 


T—w ww we ol * efotrlGec@arcqc lx6cAaAirc_E<ECSCS ST 


The \\bu of | Philoſo- 
eh of the 


_ hoite _ it cours 


the : and. Image of | 


ab Meare. 

ues 

to; ttt * Excellent Tr hs $ 

and by recommending to 
us the praftige of Excel- 

Ry Vettnes. 'wAnd. this 

was-:that-: 


Ve 


$:20mpie Re Cubs aripwr 
1 yits wagons, 9 Term 
ad Sue or, iv Pr, p14 vans 
pn # __—_ Ons = 

%* + Uuxciag 
x > 1p yy we3c Þ 


3ueleory smrdyuom, 
—_ 5 Nova, eperi oY 


nia "hive - dmg Gece” 


3 ily io! Sidi 3 
2, Realm Bi) 3 doo 
ISS, wer Ton, 900- 
Hopi, A 


Philaſopby 
which the beſt and acuteſt of he Hea- 


with it ; Fawn —_ - deemed this: very 
ſtate of Vertue a ſtate of more Exalted 


eh _—_ ouly: 
| Topps * ore they din; 
ing -#: ſtent- and | incompatible 


Hap- 


—— 


"had" 
- ow 
we 


v" 


-Y 


- 
”" 
» # % 


3s 


o $4 bd P -  - 7 v 
- , Y 
| Wh. | 
F 

- 

. 
—— 44 + 
COPE EIny : 
= 
coo” + Yee” £ n_— —Co_— —-— -— > 
_ 


iy 


wpineks ,/ _ == —__ Dj- 
© 156 5" NONE dv Lenajons 


vine Lie" 


Pain;*Cc:- -Whar: al be- ſaid;' wor". as 
WS tr: Pop Smeary more bleſſed--rhan the 
- at” of fiich” a Man 2 'Na yy aftee- all, 
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after Happmeſs. 253 
Arid tis 'well known how much the-fol- 
lowers of | Fpicurws' gloried in: his/Abſti- 
nence:- That theſe Voluptuaries ſhould 

ſcribe ''afnid 'praRtiſe? the * NDofrine of 
| tion | but ' this they" were com- 
pelled to by the-irreſiſtible force of! Rea- 
fon ; for how can he who doats'upon rhe 
World; 'and''melts 'in ſoft - and” ſenſual 


Pleaſures , be'able 'to ſecure the 

of his Mind againſt choſe Kerr ar 
Alrerations .which' may daily nd ſome 
time or. other will certainly befal: himſelf 
and: his/Enjoymeats? On whac foundati- 
on canthe Peace' ot Liberry-of:4ijs Mind 
-be Eſtabliſhed ? . Or:can he wt 16" who 
is diſtreſled by every: \change of::Wea- 
ther, and is divided and diſtrated be- 
tween- numerous , contrary Paſſions, and 
a ſlave to each ? 

To come to a Concluſion , the Scrip- 
ture is ſo far from denying , that it do's 
affirm the poſlibjlity of acraining Happi- 
nels ; nor _ arc *the Suffcrings.... af... Con- 
feffors - and Martyrs ,” or the Dodtrine 
of Mortification any *.prejudice to. this 
Aſſcrtion ; for ncither Affliction nor Mor- 
of tification are- inconſiſtent! with the true 
Happineſs of Man - That Affliction: is 
(1 not, the Example of thoſe very Mar» 
4 tyrs and Confelſors triumphing __ it 
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do's. _ evince ? Chat Men 
earion-is not, is ananitmoulſly - 

by the - apo _ 
duted' by: rhe Light- of Nature, and 
fuch-r00-as were entirely devored'to 
pleaſures of this Life, Ed Oh wp. 
undeniable Grounds. 1 have - now 
to all thoſe Objections which feem 
-and aſfaulr __ of 
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Ie the Puri. The Silly, 
Io ofthe For ws no ned 


* whether Happy: * Phe r Oſt of ihe 
-. Devout- Ds) 
by Ieft ances.” 


'Frer all the Pairs 1 have ies in 
"the Firſt SeRion to' detnonſitrate 
rhe purſuit -and ſearch after / 
nel$' is's rational Underaking; an 
plto becoming” the nature'and ſtate 
of -”And- after all 'that F have' raken 
To” ficond t6-detorfirace the Poiby 


of attainihg "it; and to diſperſe all 
ons ro'the contrary, there remains 


'one ObjeRtion, which if ttue ; were 
Cficny wo diſcotrage the Endeavours 


and chill 'the heat of the moſt Vertuous 
and Refolved Artibition. Whidy is this, | 
Thr, pines may be found it- 

1 fron ati Feaitzoti 'Fhe Nuinber of the 


Fortunare and Happy'ts a 


TaOmPoOan ms ETORTRT 


Gen. 47. 


_ and moſt Men, if nor all, whey is; j 
worn life to it's laſt Period, may give that . 
account of .it' 'whith the Aged (and as 0- 


chers no doubt thought Happy) aeryrann 
did of his to Pharaoh, Few and £2 put ove 
the Pays of the Tears 'of my life been. \_ But 
ir moyes, me not {ſo much to hear this 
from \che mouth of a-Shepherd wha from 
his Xouth led a laborious and: unſertled 
life” Buc. when I read the mournful;,Po- 
ems of. Jeb, the Dildoapenrs. cn and. Mclan- 
choly of Solomox, Men no. leſs \ Eminent 
for Wiſdom and Philoſophy chan for their 
Worldly, Glory and: Proſperi fol : Wh 
read:them bewailing the Lot 


unable; to. refictt ichout. a fhix- 
X* yo, Comemne and Wo, 
manj Sorrow [ cannot acknow - 
that] a at grad to; des. 
ir of ing.t00 
on el Hows to. make its abode, 
Dy and to look. upon'all_the fine Diſ- 
courſes that; Men —_ it only as fo 
many flights of a bold Happi 
Whar-is't?, Or where is it 2 fn Ns 
ſtant; Coaſts/ or unknown Regions do's it 
dyyell2; Who and where;arc the F oe? 
Who and where are the daclings .of | 
ven;to-whoſe , Lot it TOHNens 2; Ku Bu 
Wuhan a mcHaghe Humour 
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after Happineſs. 

Poor, Silly, Lazy-. Peaſants. : 

Happy She do, hadft neither LA 16. 

nor Orthobales tolafe: As ifſecure Baggary 

and ſlothful want were ineſs; Dappy | 

rhus might 1 call che Man born Blind, he 

hal a et { hich, 

"2x we call y {\warm-Which, The Gay & 

(like Flies. and Inſets.in Gleams o. Sup 2 2s. 
ſhine). do buzze /and;flutter in the Rays 

and /Warmth.of Greatneſs and Proſperity 2 

Shall we call'theſe Happy 2 Ah! are 

they that furniſh Theatres and Poets with 

Tragick Stories : amongſt thele,, Reſtleſs 


Paſhons; Centemprible Levity, ungoyern- 
able Inſolence,  wither'd and meagre Enyy, 
wandring Luſt, Empty Pride, Loud, and 
Senſeleſs Confidence, and finally ſhameful 
and- fearful Sins-have thcirabode : And can 
we call thoſe Happy who are infeſted with 
ſuch Legions of Evils 2 Miſerere tu felicium, 
they are-their own burden whil'lt they, are 
other's Envy. 

Shall we then call the buſie trading World 7h 3uje 
Happy Alas/ Theſe would havgthoughs Hoppy. 
it a Happineſs not ro have needed to trade 
or toil, they love Wealth, bur moſt admire 


Res non parta labore ſed relifa, Martial 


S Not 


\ lm Bury. 
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© Not Gold they aboiting 4h; -hemelves 4 ' 


| "Bar wht herniing Heer xg : 


Princes 
whet her 
Happy. 


To his more Happy Lifaes 6 46 (3,277 | 

If chis:be/'fo, one would aliink. 1; migls 
boldly {cnt you with the:envyed Glory 
of Princesz as: ai, unqueſtionable 
| of 'Happineſs z Buc/-alas\! The 
_ rferr'd che 
Flappineſs. of Ag/au:Sop Jr befars/rhas 
of: Gyges !  And-\ of: Men (in his 
rifnes- ar leaſt) p d the, Happineſs. of 
Tellus ' before of -Crefis'{ And this 
Sentence (ects not valy ro ro.denythole par- 
ticalar Princes Happy, - bur.:alſo. ro pro+ 


nounce'the very {tate of Royalty uncapa- * 


ble of Happinels,-or. ar leaſt Js re 
than- thas ol of a'/Plough-man z this 
fare when active.and /glorious'is full of 
Fears, and Cares; and Hazards 5: when 
tas and unactive full of Shame; what 

the Happineſs of a ſtare too big for 
Etend{hip. or for Pleaſure ?/For love is the 
Buſineſs and. Enjoyment of Equals'; Obe- 
diencc-is all Sabjedts'can offer, or indeed 
Monarchs - cap receive: Al higher. and 
nearer approaches. to the Throne are but 
intruſions of Ambition and..deſign'5-nor 
can I poſlibly diſcern what SatisfaQtion the 
great Mortal can take in any _ 

| ft 
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after Hligpineſ., avg 
of-Duty: or Aﬀection, which he,ean never 
diſtiagugh from the fawny and of 

thoſe who 1n' their! hearts {ſc and 
him ::How ſhall - be know that ay 'muly 
lovehim; whennone- dare ſlight bim?' Or 
how ſhall he difcern who ſerves him-ourof 
_ _ every: Man cven: obttudes 
uper his Cotrimands out-of 'Thte- 
wrmp bo ms the-Paſſions-'ofi 4 Printte 
areſo)much greater than-other Men's,” as is 
his Mind and 'Fortune';: his Converlation 
1s not: with the Minds of Men,” but wich 
Faecs,or rather Mas ks andDiſguiſes-' And 
avto his Pleaſures; i his! of rm 
flat; being i cloy'd arid turfeited by tri 
fhience;: And: wheteas all other Men; 'as 
the 'Ambitious; the Vain«glorious;zuthe 
Covctous, the :Lover feem-to/afeeixd and 
_ -abote themſelics inthe Acquiſitions 
thoſe Pleaturesthey afpire ro: ; thee Mo» 
narch;debaſes himſelf, defcends 2nd ftoops 
below chis:Fortune to meet bu. . And:yerT 

'$:1rior” Solow $7 Fg 
15; any great port 
- rene" 


am: hot, of 4p 
cannor think 
rooms. 
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Ilovc 2 Quiet bur a: 
would; chave: my Trang 

from: the: 1 

Mind yromrhe Right Governmen of my 
Paſſions; not: fromthe:meanneſs of 
ducation/br Fortune. :For the ſame Rea- 
Jon :do nor call: Men happy, - whoſe flow 
and cafe Temper;'1like the waters of 'the 
DeadiSca;oisnot to bemov'd even by Wind 
and Storm: I:donoreall Stupidiry'a Calm, 
the'cSoul: that is infenſible of Trouble, is 
ſoiof Joy too ; whoeverisincapable of any 
deep Impteſſion, is fo of 'any ferious Re+ 
fieftion;too, | and: what is the ſtate of ſuch 
a/Mah +4 would: nothave-my Life paſs b 
likerakrcam, whilſt-flecting ot im 
Images of thi do fcarce awake; and too 
roo 'flightly: my drouzy or 'dazled 
Senſe; : in a word;the Happineſs 1 ſeek af- 
zer is-fuch a one which is- owing neither to 
Natural Conſtiturion, nor to Fortune : 
Focrtheri, it would nor be inour Power. 


Dx Whom then ſhall we call '?Sure- 
, Conde abut oomtrefs wink Heaven, 


that dwill conical! y-in the pure Lighr , 
and fed mpon th Bred, the Joys of An- 
; ep ri nyo yen 


how ' 
pores oper d Cate robe ed! b 


Pride 


Philoſophical Life 
A Ely, wo 
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ofer. Happineſs. 


Paton Ghakendand Vettglebyhrookh —@ 
burning Sands anddreadful Deſarts > How 
came he ina mood of deſperare diſcontent 
ro:dye this own Mutderer > Whence was it 
that the Learned' and 'Eloquent Tully rafter 
ſo many brave Diſtourſesof the-Ce 

Eris dad nk poorly and etorighe 
E hr 
of his Nw nate np Amano, 
afber he had raughr:che Sout's Immertali- 


' ty,” andiit's Franflaion into fome 'glori- 


ous Srar; he: : ſhould: art laſt berfo: unwil 
tothe it leave this vile Clod/of Earth, 
the Decay'd;:Metancholy and: Dark- 
at Pa one If Learning-did 
'of Happineſs; why 
wasour Relox ſouncaſe, ſo'unfortunare; 
not more tols'd/by arecſtleſs Fortunethana 
reſtleſs Mind 2 an was our Ferulam {0 
utterly a Stranger to Happineſs in-bothFor- 
runcs;/as unable:togovern and enjoy Prof- 
tatobear up under Adverſi- 


credſhades to haunt rhe Houſes of great 
ones,” or the Courts of :Princes ?' Why:do 
yo —— and with a - 

| nadic 


by 


madte t | 
ſteem- fort, yr Yr thom, 
ow their. Favours bur. fo many'putilick 
>/Q. videſt fort: ob Ser» 
worn: it ovſiſt with the Grandeur 
of -> Philoſopber, with.ahe truc: Lilkerty 
of -a-Cheiſtian, Spitit-to Jacquey forme! Fa 
vorite of Fortunes, ry rs gr 


the Mikieade, and makoan; [arigrtny and. 
Inolent Herd:the Arbiwrary;Soverdighs+ of 
their-Pritciples;' their JLiderty; their-Hap- | 
Fe ook Fpentod cali 
ariTy, 
ble nero arid independent drudgery 


of an-honeſt Mind;': before es akietaniekly: | 


Servitude /: How far fhanid Tprefer the, ge+ 


——_ tnnefigniog Gredom nat was! 


concernment 


is OUS WE SWCTDESCLTWS WH. 


a | 
w ——- 


concernment nid aPoet( whatever [enorance. 
or:Contempt.of lncgroliug may be-cragu- 
ced for) - before. the forges. ſher of, 4eryile 
Philolophic Proggersd. hier 112 oY 

And now there remains no placewhere The Hepp- 
Happineſ$,can,as much 25 be laſpeRed to pl. 
dwell, -unlefs. among-the Devouriand Re- /ms. 
lighown,. Fheſe(fure\liye.in :and 

Fans oy Oe onthe Mount, - thele ſure 


andre Corn inn, es 


.(@lary;: and 'Liberry, 
= Joys. a Joy, and ory 5 rp 
wine ; I — 
SRI a:Divine -Happt- 
nels > But.alas  Behold-the Blelled Jekus, 
and we-ſhgll find him as.she quart yoae? and 
the Prophets repreſent: ns A man of ſor» 
row, aud acquainted with grief... Hear ar 
the moſt Zealous andthe moſt- Ele- 
- of! our:Divine, 'Maſtet's Diſciples-, 
Mf in 'thry;lifeconly we have hope as Chritt, | 
we are of* oh: the ol pn qpvmaraga 21{4 3Cor.15.1% 


3034 


0 Happinek . 
Thou | Blifled Srate or. rather; Helo 
1 fonn0ic/ 


| in 40a di wg ks, Gel,” 
Or inwhat Corrt or Temple dwebe i. 
Sy 4 Where 


ate. 
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.whichfrom the Evil Conſeq 
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Qi Cas 


Where and what art ' thou?- 
No otherwiſe known thay by Reports "and 
- - Fame * ofa Wet 
thou juſt '>* 


Art a Reality} Or art 
1 +Like publick Good and publick Truſt; 
A ſolemn, ſacred;' but dectitful Notion? 
But ro return froni*this' Revery, 'this is 
after-allbuta ſlight ahd popular Obje&tion, 
Yonfequences which 
atrend the Sins andFollies of the” Multi- 
rude, and from- thoſe Complaints which 
humane 'Infirmity- has ſometimes wrung 
from 'the wiſe and vertuous, -'would un- 
foundly -and--llogicatly 'infer;*that- there 
is no-fach \rhing as Happineſs here  be- 
{ow : | Beſides che Sufferings' of "Martyrs 
-=_ 37mg of 'St..-Paul have been con- 
idered in forepoin and in 
the ſecond Chape of this Becton che 
Reader may fome Inſtances of Hap- 
py Men which is a punual Anſwer to 
this'Qbjefion ; bur you will tay 'tis a 
very ſhort one, to an Objection of 10 


great weight and of fuch general 'Credir, 
and ſpun out by me my ſelf ro a'very great 


I acknowledge it deſerves a fuller 
:and--thereforc, after'4-have- told 


you 


ofeer jr 


* os : of + 

*. - 
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you that" | rea imett 

afrer» Happineſs'in feveral truerirwery 
Life; only 'torally and'expoſe:their Folly 
who ſuppoſe it -may'be found in'a - lucky 
—_—_ of Circumſtances, [ will give you 


- The Men then: whcen [eald illipe ,arc 
ſuch who: are poſſeſſed of true: ſolid 
Goods, there thoſe ſuch which: Fortune 
catinot give nor take away z ſuch were 
Chrift- and his 4poftes, and ſach-:are all 
thoſe | at- this'Day' as are transforned/in- 
to the 'Glory 'and Image of the Divine 
—_ by the mighty Energy of the Di- 

vine-/Spirit and Divine Truths. 'Letus 
cndbiler therefore what the ſtate of Chrift 
and- his Apoſtles was in this Life : Twill 
not take noticeof thoſe Ecſtatick Pleaſures 
whichthey fele when they did thoſe God- - 
like Works which-we call Miracles, what 
Triumph could' be equal to theirs who 
ſaw Diſcaſes, Devils and Dearh  ſubjet 
to their Comamdnds ?? What Joy'could' be 
equal to theirs,” when they gave-Life- 'to 
the-Dead, Sight ro the Blind,:Screngrh to 
the Lame, &c. To what' a height was 
Wonder and +Delight rais'di:in cack -of 
theſe. Performances > For / nothing could 
be-more wonderful rhan the Pawer; dr: des 
lightful rhan-the Charity cotſpicuoue 
| cm : 
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-us:Levns 


_ him i fenkes] Gund 
is/'true, -but how -Calm- thar 


he,” and che Retirements of the} Mount 
wg it ſelf in Prayers and; Hal- 
Soul which full of God and 
ven, had no-xoom for-uncafic 


ws rk Death- with pale looks 


"em-Bacthisl panel chad Dow: | 


| melancholy ber oat bur-'ris 


he we. 4 653 # # 0, mm eA XA ww +} ty, oo ##© 4 OL. _ 4 


LR 


—TRmW ww RV —_— ww = 7 7. 7. 7  #* 


ww @( 4-7” WWW 09” HW SYFT 
. , _ "2 : '_ > - 


after Hoppineſs. | 


low'd it; /and his trouble and Pair-in Neath, 
like the Eclipſe, that attended-: it;; dijd-;but 
o recaſt and darkehthe joy, the. light: wich- 
in, not extingwith it; Who-could finifh'the 
laſt AR of Life with+morce humble Ma» 
jety,, or with: more) fertled/1 [Peace 2:In 
the Life and Death: of our. dear Lox we 
behold that: of his-:Diſciples , for) they 
were all followers 'of him, as they.defired 
We -ſhou'd be of them «What can be 


Vigeraus,. their gonna Man: fervent 
and diffus'd'; theic/Defires,as x-theWarld, 
modeſt 3 their 8 tclolved and brave 
in Aﬀidtions, exrfal and Cone. 
Death it fel6. | 

Ler-it ſtand then as an unſhaken Truth, 
That may: be attain'd! incithis 
Life :: Fot- what theFollowers: of our Lord 
and Maſter attain'd'\-2o,.,.that -may - we';: 
their Natural Paffions and Infirmities were 
the fame with -ours,our 'Erigls. and 'Femp- 
tations are far ileſs-/than-'theirs ;1welerye 
the ſame God, we are-guided by.che-Game 


'Eraths, 
levared- by + the faine} Hopes; 'we have 
che fame Peace |bequidathid: (us, the fame: 
Spirit; the: ſame Heaven promiſed us, and. 


"Di 


we \march/-under »the / "Conduct: of «ahi 


ſame Captain of our Salvation, who4y-bu 
ur rtpenr apy rt prom arr 
Tinmortality to prey wy 


to ſcem'tous an overs 


ous-Poſition; ſince the Pollibility of Hap- 
pineſs is a-Notion-Conſonant ro-the.com- 
mor ſenſe of all Mankind-: For 'tis Haps 
| Laws, enacted for the Govern- 
mentdf the Multicude, and Phi 

Rulespeeſcrib'd forthe Government of our 
Paſſions;' do aim at ;/ all Law-givers have 
ers nv 09 ee Piers yo we 
andGlory;' and , as the Fruits; of 
their Obedience : 


all 
havelever promis'd T 


Philoſophers 
ranquility of ' Mind 
denies Pleas ehticallowis.as 
-the Rewards of Conformity to-their Pre- 

T And as-it cannot | be demied, 
ee pris yan.) oo 

juſt Laws. anda 'A 
rity;/ is: froed fromehoſe Fears andDiſtra- 
Qions:,; from thoſe: Miſchiefs and -Con- 
rn ry Wh are cxpos'>t'by A- 
narchy-"or- 'Tyranay;//by - the'- Inſalence 
of theMulcirude, or: ence of 
the Prince: So it. cannot be- «d; bur 
oe pm. 7 7 ps 
ſeried Peace -is/' dolid 
Grounds of true-Waſdom ; Fr aiqpterans 
A oppreſſed 
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after OOTY 


oh the Tyratiny of $ 
i pwn Ae oa Foy ren 
of Ser , to which the weakneſs 


of wo rs 5s Men. As to arr 1 


a more plain and direct way to it,than 
Nature of it t ſelf could : Tt relieves 
and recruits our Natural Power by thar of 
Grace, and encreaſcs the Light of Reafon 
by a participation of new Rays of Reve- 
lation.” 'If ver Happineſs be the great 
End which Law and” Philoſophy, Reve. 
lation and Reaſon, God and , do un- 
animoufly” ſe ro us, how abſurd and 
palpablea itionwere it toall chele, 
ro deny" the Attainment of ir poſſible - 


The Concluſion of this Second Seftion. 


To look back now u ; whole 
Seftion, and fum upthe i and force 
of it,” 'tisthis : Godwho made'us, made 
ro be Happy ; for what 0- 
ther could Infinite Love propoſe to 
it ſelf" in our Creation? And p ro 
ns nn 
nes that mi us 

= of himſelf, 
and is Works : prone provided 
hing for our Entertainment, I ew 


us on” 


all L- that -_ mini 
kay in] ee oben Poor 
300, Angels had cheic times: of. Trial, '{6 


og, 1.; Here be.would have. us 
SE be alogter: Angels 
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after» Happineſs. 
this:-i9-no ſinall! ane neither, for" as we 


are: created bat fitrle lower than the An- 
of our Na- 


Iy ca approach and'reſemblcrheirs: When 
out Mind fill'd with Divine Truths, Cha- 
rity-and Hopes becomes Free, Generpus, 
Reſfolvd, Conſtant, Chearful, Meek, Gen» 
tle, Devour;” Heavenly : When it' has fo 
acouſtom'd ir . felf _— and Fax 
miliatly acquainted it / felf with Heaven, 
thine 62, Sing and Pleaſures of the ſenſual 


' part of the: World look like the Manners 


and . Entertainments, not only of a Fo- 
reign”; ' but | Barbarous and Impoveriſh't 
Countreyz and when laſtly by irs fre- 
quent. Retirements from the Body, and 
daily Commerce with Rational and Spi- 
coves hr ry rg = woe 
Mags over 'it, but begins to live 
of it, her che laſt 
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to-put-in our own Power to place within 
our 'reach : There /is no-Fare, but what 
God has made us our ſelves Arbiters of ; 
welyc NICIN no Fatality, but 
what our ownVices betray usto; 'Nordo 
we ſtand innced ofthe ideas of For- 
tune, the Tranquillicy and Pleaſure of a 

Vertuous Man 1s an [mage of God's own; 
it ſprings from within, not from without 3 
'Tistrue there are Difficulties which ob- 
ſtrut our Progreſs to Happineſs; 'burthey 
are ſuch as rm 1 and: good Men have 


Conquer'd : "Tis true, Nature labors un- 
der its Infirmitics, that'is, ſenſual Propen- 
ſions ou Inclinations ; but P is —_—_ 
thened aps by Reaſon, by Re- 
velation,by Grace : We may fallCtis true) 
a Sacrifice to God's Wrath, ut it muſt be 


and rhis Happineſs God hath Rn ; 
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tigably arremprey] > Thaye therefore cndca- 
voured. with all-my might in \the. former 
Chapret to free, Men's Minds from any 
Suſpition or iqoy ot Kind, . anſwering 


all ObjeQions ſeem torepreſenc 
Miſery fatal, or Happineſs unattainable, and 


ae” Truth. © Buk 11; ijis.de true, 
2 {page 3 attainab le, andrfithe as true, 
as certainly 'tis, thit there needs! go Elo- 
q "to etikindIe'in' any the De- 
{ixes of Happineſs, or to incite and ſpur 
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1: Lrkis/ char have fad witches fow 
mer! Chapter. is . and; evident, 
Ge wand tee i and x, but yer 
we live on in-che ſame manner ſtill ; whence 
therefore is-this Infatuation of our Under- 
ſtanding thar enſlaves us to falle and irra- 
tional Ends'? Whence' is that - 


of Mind 5 whenceiis that I | "that 
nothing 
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The Contextureand Frameof our Narure, 
Secondly,..A Vitious/Edhication. - Thirdh, 
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4oye Laberty and pureindifference equa 
ly. gble tofallow-the: DiQatcs:of Reafon, 
and-che Appetites of Fleſh and. Blood Be: :Bur 
alas { How the Luſts ofthe 
Body How are thoſe Paſſions 
whioh the Okjeſts., of Senſe aided 'by'2 
Con Gent _ -Qn the ©- 
are Repceſenati- 
Ale wt when -we molt necd it's 
Authotity /- How'faint and 


goad and-great!/ How're- 
town ry anon gr me 
and yearly; how weak and'cold-their 
Influence, -and- how: faint and imperſeR-is 
the; Pleaturethar arccnds i 


and whether a pn 
vitious Education 
rt” us, and us withvain 
one Aﬀections, 'thyr <9/Ohetks of 
iente arc Extremely ſeldom and'ex- 
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banndtaq:i'Ab 4 (row anger, wow '77 
ourBondsashedid his{ But whence ſhould] 
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deracies-; fo that whatever 


whatever Influcnce-they have us, is 
£6-no- other '£O\r0- 
us peas 76 uhh to-render 
it, if not beatiful and lovely to us, at leaſt- 
wiſe leſs deformed and. ugly- than} it is : 
 Hnknbng is that rericemenr- is ſo. general| 


barren;and unprofitable, | 
oh lemon ohm to 
NIIG 6 AE hr 


Authority-our 
'Friends and Acquaintance have rover. us, 
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Notioiis: Ungovernableneſs and 1 
of Will,” Inf » Leviryand Tnconſtan- 


cy; Which are thePlagues of Humane Life, 
and the'fatal' Obſtacles of ot Franqui- 
ys For CC obſtru@ our 'rrue 
ppinefs by preve our' ſearch aftet 
ir; 'of Gelade Wars No: 'by ring $4 
Has Perverting'our Underftanditig'; or 
they fruſtrate ant defear the Influence 
of 'its Mifoverys Obſtinate Reludances 
in the Body, n Unhappy 
inthe Mind * Af! this is manifeſt uponthe 
moſt tranſient pglanee'we car! take; of theſe 
Particulars: To bcgin with Want 9 Facenfiders. 
fideration: This is's Neceſſary BG Fthat 
Corruption and Depravation Which I have 
aſcribed to ed Fducation; and Con- 
verſation ; the Body 'unaccuſtomed'to 6- 
bey is [Imparient 6 "-Deliberation' when its 
Pleaſure-is in view;'and a taking Imapina- 
tion over-rules whatever weak Plea Rea- 
ſon' makes; Nay;” what's wotſe "the ve- 
diſuſe of Reaſon in Men abandon'd to 
Condu@- of Cuſtom, and "ſway'd'by 
the Enticemient of Indination, and Autho- 
rity of Example, bereaves 'em "almoſt of 
po Sabo? eh rp So 'that'their Life and 
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ofier Hip 
Judgments of God: And Gummi 


Luxury, Uncleanneſs, Prophaneneſd, Am- 


and God Conant : No Condition is ry de- 
{peracely foclorn as that of Sin and Folly, 
back'd and authorized by Inveterate Prin- 
ciples | Theſe reader our very Induſtry 
not only uſclcis and ar-matees Oo but-&- 
ven fatal anddeltruQive-toour 

Theſe defear the very rendency of our Na 
cure rowards Happineſs, and turning it in- 
9.2 wrong Glanncl, make it rug with 
Violence toward-our Miſery: 

The help.co-render our Paſſions both Ore 
nuncrous and ungovernable 
{ome things as Evils which are-not 
by y augmenting teal Eyilsbeyoad their Na 

oportion; : And hereim roalrlt the 

_— _ and being of humane Miſty; 
leak a part of it;when our-own Folly 
enercales hoth-the Number and Weiglit:of 
Evils, and our numberief Paſſions do ex» 
ceed all juit and natural bounds: And this 
is aConſtant Truth, the lefs Underftand- 
10g 


a 


ay 


fn Enqui Wy . 
ing there id any Man, the inore*viols 
is ms. Paſſion; the -of '4 Fool 
like the Zeal of a Bigot, the tore 
the more farivts. Alt this der pond 
the Obſervation of the Poer; 


Hee. L 1. Now 4 Sidonio tont endere callidut Urs, 
'* Neſcif Aqutnarem' potentia vellera fucitns, 
wm mee yy Danimum; 5 Propuſque edu 


| Qua fab om orerit ters: dfnguer ral 


Not the -Delde? Trader who doth % 
Comer. vin for the Tyrian dye, / 
His Pry hats mers fiely or dearly'Fue, 
rag why abes falſe. Notions take fot tht 
15 21300 y 
 -tnfſoncerity. © Alnifineerity: is mother fruſt of the Ct 
ruption'of -'out Nature; and the Deprav- 
-.. >... tion} of Edtcation and' Coriverſations Fhis 
- is thatwhich-makes vs Lazy ini our ſearch 
perkl CS tcagd Partial in the Examirtdti- 
| or of 'our Opinions and: AQtions ; for when 
che bent'of our Nature runs rowards Car- 
nal:Pleaſures, and” this:is' Confirm'd' by 
Education-and falſe Notices rhe. ew 
thall' be 'apr'to rake u our 
ſelves with- preſent, eafie' and ready En- 
_ xertainments.” | We ſhall 'not- -our 
Care or Proſpe& very far, but be Content 
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Cur me funeſto properanit arcere; vereime bc | 
pos MOcuere Jequar, Jugzam que profere ores 


Ta Plume « Phyſicians and of. Friends, 
ater, Truth 'offends ; 
rt fatalrRef? for you t- 
EOS wake, 


.. 0: 0603 Y 30-1 
c "telobnlohlonrear) wt Bbcab 
tvs obthit Man: inſincere and falſe 
| YU to 


Humour which makes us greedy ofEnabea- 


.. «as 01 


urpoſlcs : 
be 


'  * Quidem piſerath; Figin, ub 


| terms Catones ;, & mode "- 
tus Severus fk . - Gena 

3 Fabricius, pa 0& com 

Kc. wo witli Tibers. þ io. Liczmoans ', 
Drvitiu, Apiciunm Cams Mecans- 


rem detau 
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appear zvery Hifferenc Attor on che Srage. 
Thus: we meer with Epicarean and Storck, 


Clergy-wav and Merchant;,Devoro andSta: 

man; Paths aft and Paraſite, Frys | 64 
their 'rurn by rhe (elf fame Man {OP is 
re | Ar Oagch Sec Ro 
zutts.of yarzous Detire Fatuons.. Nar 
is it NENT Wit jg city that turns 
him into all cheſe differed ſhapes, . bur his 


vaniſhing Arrempes.. .. This were tolerable, 
did ir befall us only, in Temporal: things , 
whoſe Emprtineſs makes our ſuceels jr. {lf 
fruſtration and diſappointment ; - but alas 
we fuffer the ſame thing in the weighty 
COMER of YOu and -appincls, our 
Religious les do generally die ſtrang- 
led Hh che Birth, and of our Hoa ac De- 
ſigns daſh and break rhemſzlves to pieces 
againſt the next Difficulty or Temptation ; 
and. yet relapſed into a ſtare of Folly, and 
Sin, and Danger, we would again return 
to That Er whole ſteep and rough 
2 


aſcent 


An f Eijy 


us; wandria w i 
rm, fan td nigh 


ever dwell : Pn, and 
withqui,a M hor, when We AE to 
be ood ahd $2 we' ate kept from 


it by the ſee and' bf Sin, 
| his ons F neceffary to" be under 
ne.in-the at of Verrnc © Ind yet 


Gn which do vat? accompany a Neg- 
ligenr | and Sinful Life, ere IN ; 
the'Peace and Comfort, the Security and 
Rewards of Vertge, ” But Oh 7 Bow (el- 

- dom*do- we proceed - further than wiſhes 
or ſome [Attempts more lazy and dif. ſpiri- 

. "ted than our Wiſhes / The Reafon's plain, 
« Vertue'is more Rational, Vice is more 
 gtateful; che Underſtanding is convinc'd, 
bur the Will is enſlaved ; The fleſh Iuſteth 
' avainfF the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh.” A Sinher-cannot purchale the Plea- 
-fures of 'xrhe Mind, but by ſome 'uncaſie 
'Penances, and' Severities of the Body, nor 
' erjoy the Pleafures of the Body without 


and this'makes him paſteagy and irreſo- 
The Whole [ute'in all his purpoſes. Would you ſee 
/ exemplif” 4 n Tnſtarice of t > Whole Matter? You feel 
it | bercer than I can deſcribe i ir, and yet "tis 

not 


DPY n where calni” lf lit and 
= 


e Remorle, and' Dang er; and Diflatisfa- 


: rhe Checks and Reproaches of the Mind : 
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| not difficule. ro make a tolerable Repreſen- 
; ration of-+that | which I have in -my : ſelf 
©] often praved and often bewailed . Nor can 
” ] (ce, why 1 ſhould bluſh 'ro own- thoſe 
4h frailties Which are ſo-:incidenc to Humane 
: Nature; that the greateſt Glory and Hap» _# 
m pincſs of mortal Man is not to: haye been . 
never ;{ubjeRt'to 'em, bur to have conquer- 

£d 'cm. , | 
A -'. One while moved by the gazc and won- 
— 4 der, thereſptFand'reverence, withwhich 
A the World treats greatneſs, and'/by. thoſe 
nd Oppoxtunitics: of Pleaſure , whick/o1 aw 
=} Wealth and Power put into: Men'shands:;: 
S I reſolved to rouze iall the! Strengths co 
25 imploy/all the Force ard Power af Mind 
go” | © and. Bady for the Attainment of Wealth 


ah and Greatneſs. _ I flatter'd'my (elf, Iknew 
% how rq merit,nor didJ1 thinkmyclfuncapa- 
or ble of Practifing all theſybril-humble Ares 
t ha of Candidates and Dependents, could: 
co - once prevail with my ſelf raſtoop: rov/ent- 
7 | But, when he .coil' and/difficuley!-/add 


meanneſs.too--of / this attempt had -gi 

-s ven me alittle diſguſt; and the Pleaſarcs 
= of Friendſhip and Fortune; ;(by neither:of 
| Which haye 1 ever been-utrerly delerted) 
ſv incountred my Natural {aclinationstowaſe, 
* | and ſofine(s,/ I ſoon;gxebariged my: former 


cel | Notion;of ;H for a more calm and 
_ quiet one I tothink it wiſe to live 


U 3 to 


—— 


20.day, and to prefer 'my. preſentBleſlin 

in. Poſſeſſion . before Fw To Di 
ones of. Opinioly and Expectatiory 4 withs 
ed for:gnOpportunity to retire from every 
rhingthat might:awaken my. Ambition, or 
incerrupt my quiet, and thought that ina 
tazy ſhade, and obſcure retreat, ] might 
with moſt freedomand trueſtContentment 
enjoy my ſelf, a cheap pleaſure, and an 
humble Friend,” andJaughar the Amibiri- 
pus reſtleſs part-of Mankind, ' - -: 

- Sometimes. ſpringinga thought of light, 
and Joſt-m the Þ of a Speculation , 
[have refolved ro devore my {elf inticely 
to a Studious-Life, - I ador'g the Memory 
afithofe-great Soulswhoſe Works have gi- 


vea-them- an Jmmorality: here below ; I *- 


looked upon. the: Learned - (as. Epicurus 
wasds.it). 25 Gods amongſt. Men, I did 
not. queſtion'' but »Contemplation which 
bne&b/feemed to.ame' tobe the Buſineſs of 


bf: OO, has | muſt ſay it, all 
t:Learning whi vechaſed with oil 
lurFntiryFl bulla:yalo; aumcertain A- 
muſement of che. Mind,- it has much. of 
Po WP. n " carion ity it, bur is of very 
tclecatr'; Lwould ir were not truc, that 
cts bf ;Eedrning which are of moſt 
Uſe base leaſt of 'Certainty \and Demon- 
fration, and rhoſs which can juſtly pre- 


rend 


Ns my needs be the Joy and Delight” 
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tend to moſtCertainty make Men theworſt 
Return, of, their Studies, and ate of leaſt 
uſe. I have obferved accordingly thatthe 
moſt Learned are'not always the moſt(tt- 
viceable to. the World, not only-forr this 
Reaſon, bur alſo Thoughtfulne(s and-Re- 
rirement rendring Men very « 


C_ of Ly bur nor fit - the 
u of it, I t it might ſerve to 
fil he Woidand emp mh not to 
be the Buſineſs and Imp of it. 

_ | have been ſometimes raviſhed with the 
Beauty of 'a Noble Action, and' reſolved 
to lead a Life Severe and Vertuous, , 
fot'in private Eaſe, 'and lazy Di | 

| U 4 bur 
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"Se Taps 


bur'irche Honour' and Pleaſite of doing 

good: 'But good' God /' How” Weak” is 
Nawutt ! How flight are-ſuch”Tmpreſſjons / 
How numerous 'the Temprations ; how 
pre ramges rhe Inclinations whicly carry us 


another way. 
- Fhishas been a ao bd) ! ſkate; tof- 
foentabcercain Seas,” of Sail ro 


find tha __ 


* De -an- ions inthe Excellent Ml SApblis + only the 

9=i:5%* GCharatter of himſelf he thece preſers us 
withj is expreſfied” with vHife and 
brigknefs/'and extlted as muthabove this 
of miticþus was” the Nature! and'Station 
of: thac'i [Mai _ hae F can- 

noe Thave yet mad oo LE 
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after Happineſs. 
CHAP; W. 
The Cure of the former Maladies. 


Conformity to Reaſon the general Care; This 
Conformity  mufF appear in two- Things, 
1. inthe propoſal, orright aud true Ends. 
2. In the purſuit of them with Zeal and 
Canſtancy. Inferr d from all bow we are to 
rreat 4he Bady. What our - Education. 
What our Comverſatiou ought: to þ4. 


Rom this Account of theRilcand Pro- 7h News 
7.,grels of Man's Miſery, 'tis-caſie to [a1 ad im- 


- infet.. what ac 15; wherein the Happine(s ror 


rhis.preſcnt [life conſiſts, * or at. leaſt what repnn 


che:Univerlal and:lmmediate Cauſe of it is, 
namely. a Conformity 'of eur[Minds and 
Livesto true Reaſon and found Philoſophy; 
this is. a ſtate. of Light and Knowledge, of 
Peace and IRE. of laſting and rational 
Delight. Thisinvi cheUnderſtandiogin its 
juſtSoveraignty andDominion,and reſtores 
che #34} to it's trucLiberty,this makes our 


proſpedt of the furure,taking and inviting, - 


and our. Refleion an the rime'paſt;/ cafic 


and, comfortable. ., This hays a ſolid foun- 


datiqn for our Riglianee on the Merirsand 
Jaterceſſion of qux.; Mediator, : and' raiſes 
our Hops: as High! as -Hcaven; this pre- 
ken yents 


"ae 7 


vems.our Miaſartunes and umiries,” 
what is more Happy, enables us to © 
- quer 'em:.In a word, this makes us great 
in Life, bar nuch more great and venera- 
ble in Death, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs 
its Beauty and Glory moſt then, 

4 when all things clſe do ſhrink and fade. 
oY \ Fe leech Happies chat hr Zi 
Conformity a n, 

i ew. and tis eaſe from thoſe two things where- 
in cſpecially I have declar'd the Sinners De- 
viation\from Reaſon to conſiſt, 'ro infer, 

what we. muſt do, if we will live Ration- 

to bar ſebves a 
%. errary 


aan dns this, when our Un» 
beter daes peo 

be ance at Noir of 
with; EE Toe 
rout. « Lone it; This like the Eaſtern 
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| | Star the Magi; will ead us through all the 
windings and turnings of this Life to Beth» 
lehemand Happineſs; this will 'ſoon- diſen- 
gage us from thar wy oor ted Contradict- 
ous Deſires and 'wild Opinions, in which 
rhe Fool and Sinner is endleſly entan 
When we have done this, we ſhall find e- 
very place a School,” every own we Con- 
verſe with a'Turor, and every paſlage of 
vur Life, or another's full of Inſtruftion: 
Nor a look wherher Chearful or Melancho- 
ly ; not a word' whether wiſe or fooliſh ; 
nor'2 Sigh that'an oppreſſed Heart vents, 
not a Joy that ſmiles/in the Face but will 
teach us Philoſophy ; ' ſhew us the Uſe and 
Beauty of Divine Truth and Divine Ver- 
tue ;-fot in the Vicious, we ſhall (oe what 
falſe and fading Pleaſares, what idle Fears 
what 'vain 2b falſe 'Principles, and 
the Tyranny of in fills their Minds with ; 
in the' 8 we ſhall ſee whar tee Peace, 
Vertue etcates inthe Mindy 'whar Con- 
ay Mijeſtyinthe Life, what Cou- 
potive pays ir 1 porn a ng what 
ons; brow in-Proſperity; 
and ja'a what " pght, what Sexcnity ir 
diffiſcs through the whole Mag t "we 
{ce jn many Inſtances every Day, wharthe 
Miſchief of irrational Deſires and ungo- 
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ing the the Beaury of 'Trurh and Ver 
of. Wiſdom and Due Government and Re- 
gularion of. all our Paſlions.; nor; is .the 
Inſtruction and Ilyminarion of -our Under- 
ſtanding promoted by everyAccident which 
falls under our Obſervation, and by all;forrs 
of Peqple; with whom we converle ; "pn 
only Advantage which we ſhall rea [9 55 we 
the perfixing our ſelves @ Ratjonal, 
Life, and rhe poſſeſſing: our Souls with - 
Love. of it; for when-we-bave done this, 
.we ſhall be aQuually freed: from che greater 
Part at leaſt of rhe Troubles and Calami- 
Tics of 'Life'; we ſhall: be raiſed aboye. all 
{caſcleſs filly. Deſires, and conlequently a- 
WF all ſenſele(s,filly Vexations andGricts, 
and unmanly Complaims ;- F Jad when we 
have {etour Hearts ypon true and Rational 
Bppenſ, how unneceſſary, nay how de- 
will -yoſt of choſe chings appear 
ma we now admire andcovet : Weſhall 
not thenthink ir reaſonable to ſigh and toil 
for. this-Houſe or that Land, :for. this Pre- 
fermentor that Trade,chis Honour or chat 
Beauty, for theſe are no/Þ{{cocial,;.no Ne- 
cellary Ingredients of a Rational Happis 
neſs. Nor of ithis all, chy; Joys and. Plea- 
ſures will gxaw and gt upea. thee ; 
for by pong everyday neargr-and 
nearer torhy;great End, thou. wilt A 
derfully; pRzed yichle Delightayhjl | 
thou 
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after Happineſs. 
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thou do'ſt behold rhe'fruit of chy Travel, 
the Advantage of thy Philofoplty,” and the 
daily increaſe 'of 'rhy Wealth * Thou wile 
ſee thy ſelf like a thrivingPlant grow up dai- 
ly more ſtrong and beauriful :*thetoil of o- 
thers ſorts to no Happy End;TheCoverous 
Man grows not richer b ing up, nor 
che afbirions Man geaerby His! gt 
er, or at leaſt neither grows appier by þe- 
ing either -Richer'or Grearer:bur thou wilt 
every day grow wiſer by ſtudy,” more Ver- 
ruous'by Prattice, 'Calmer and Happier by 
both. '*O' to whit a height and ion 
willthy Pleaſure riſe; when thyſtore ſhall 
prow big enough to Feaſt” and Entertain 
hoethy elf only; buralt Mende ; when 
the Thirſty ſhall' come ' and drink*at thy 


. Streams,and theScorched ſhallrefreſh them- 


ſelves under thy "ſhade; when thou'ted by 
the fame {pirir with our great Lord and 
Maſter ſhalt-open the- Eyes of the Blind, 
and the Ears of the 'Deaf,”ſhalfexff our 
Devils,and hp 2 Feerof theLame; 
I mean, When thorr ſhalr teach the fooliſh 
Wiſdom, when thou ſhalt perſwade"and 
charm rhe Obſtinate, when thou ſhatr deli- 
yer the Unclean arid thePalſionare from the 
Evil Spirits, the Vices that polſeſſed then, 
and when rhou ſhalt reach theEfiſlaved and 


Impotent Sinner,* howto / overcome the 


World; theFlelh, and'the Devil, thou wile 


then 


pp; Fir oraDevoutPallion that willmake 


| useither Vertuous or Hapyy, there ngult 


go 697 ro nee, oo bgge fie 


tis "nor one” brisk 
— or one ws: n hays that wilfſub- 
—_—_ World and Fleſhy-and put us inro 


an-entirePoſſeſſion of Victory and Securi- 
ty; No; when warmth and Pallion have . 

made a pt vsImpreſſion on cheEnemy, 

, 70s Og good the ground 

ave gai, and reſolved Cou- 

rage mu na 'preſs theAdvantage to 


t''Vigour, Patience and 


Cty carry us {till forwards, rhe 
py with which we begin 


HED Vertye, will ſtand vs in lic- 


a lage'y wt How many have marched 


of Zqypt, and Perithed in the Wilder- 
Jars have wrecked withinfight 
2 of 'Shore + How many have have loft their 


Reward of Nopanratie hy Ne Rn! 
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and fruuful Sced | be bles'd with/ fruirful 
Soalans too ; the Trade of the-Merchane 
is . properly 
creaſe 


be the only 'parchaſe-of hi Biood and Ha» 
zZard;Bur it faresnor thus with Man in his 
urfuit ofHappinefs,theTraffick of thePhi-. 
depends not uponWinds norTade, 
rheSeeds of Vertuc,if the Groundibe well 
Culrivaced, will thrive:ia any Weather, and 
{ometimes better in-Srorms than Sunthine, 
Sink fiy ani Mitey-deptalocmoca.en 
8 ; ory. .NOTI'QA OUC 
Fortune, but our Courdgeand ES 
ow 


How Glpeakable a Pleaſutes id is it* cobwnh 
' think that we cannot be difippoiiegtiooge 


' Travails;nordefeated ofourt 
labour for Vertue andHap cif four 
deayoursbe ſincereand cring,our fuc+ 


cels is certain and unqueſtionable> But Wha 
an'acceſfion- doth: thisPleaſure receive when 
we' conſider, what will 'be the: glorious 
frujrofthis Succeſs, Franquilicy; Chearful- 

_ neſs, Greatneſsand Enlargement of Soul,in- 
dolence,Peaſure, Life, [Immorrality,Security, 
and ihone word Happitiels. O Glorious te- 
wardof ourConflitand our Victories! What 
neither Wealth nor Greatneſs, nor Honour, 


Perron. envy wean Ls amr 8 
cue will give the meaneſt Man upon. Earth; 
that is; Zapprineſs/ O BleſſedIflue of Philoſo- 
phical,tharis,trulyChriſtianTraveltheRich, 
the Great;the Honourablezxhe Mighty may 

:evenof their ſuccels, and repent 
thenwofrthe Purchaſe __ have made at.too 
dearaRate;but theP pher,theChriſtian 
canneverrepentofthefuccels of hisStudy ;his 
Self-denial;hisParicnce, hisPrayers:For how 
It in.of deing Happy,or 


ke © 2 pots 
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afeer Happineſs 


This brief and general Account of Hap- 
pineſs, and of the Way to it, does natu- 
rally . inftruft us how 'we are to treat 
the Body, and what it is that a Rational 
Education, and Wiſe Converſation ought 
to aim at: if our Conformity 
to Reaſon be either the Happineſs of thus 
preſent Life, or the i e Cauſe of 
it, (for I will not trouble my ſelf with 
nice and fſubtil DiſtinQtions in Moral 
Diſcourſes) then ?tis plain that we are 
obliged to ſuch a kind of Diſcipline and 
Government of our ſelves, as may render 
the Body moſt obſequious to the Mind, 
and may. exalt and eſtabliſh the Power 
and Dominion of Reaſon: for whatever 
tends to obſcure our Underſtanding, to 
enfeeble — to cheriſh _ ſenſual 
Inclinations, augment their Force 
and Violence, doth fo far neceſſarily 
tend to deprave the Nature of Man, and 
to ſubvert and o'rethrow his Happineſs ; 
and from hence it appears that the Ex- 
cellence of Education conſiſts in poſſeſ- 
ſing the Minds of Youth with wiſe Prin- 
Ciples, with true Notions of Good and 
Evil, and'informing and moulding their 
Minds into an Eſteem and Veneration 
for Wiſdom and Vertue. The firſt Ver- 
tye I conceive a Child capable of is Obe- 
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dience, and this is. indeed the'Foundati- 
on of all Vertue ; To this let' him betin- 
urd and trained '-up' betimes :- he 'that 
finds 4t- eaſy to: obey another's Reafon; 
will not find it difficult to obey his own'; 
for when rhe Judgment comes to be 


 formdand ripen'd, when it-comes to.ex- 


erciſe' its A ity, it will find: a Bo- 
dy not-us'd to give; but receive” Com- 
mands.' - From this Vertue of Obedience 
he is-to- be led gently 'on 'to- a rational 
and voluntary Choice of what'is Good ; 
he muſt be taught-pradually;. not only 
his plain Duty, bur the Morives to it; 
for/it- is as neceſſary to his Happineſs 
that- he ſhould love, as that he d 
know -his Duty. But this we ftrive in 
vain-to'in{tt by Art and Inftruttion, if 
we do not inſtil it by the Influence and 
Authority of wiſe and excellent Exam- 

ples too. | 
As to:Converſation *tis plain, that it 
ought to. be rhe' Practice of thofe Ver- 
rues which a | pious Education inftillÞ'd ; 
and that-we ought to have no leſs Reve- 
rence for our Reaſon, when we are at 
our own Diſpoſal, and under our own 
Government, than we had for the Au- 
chority' of our Parents when we were 
under theirs: What ought to be. the Tie 
| and 
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"Foundation and Bond ofthoſe Friendſhips 


which we enter” into, voluntary and of 
Choice ; that Converfation ſhould be 
fo regulated, that we' may grow by it 
more-W'ife and Vertuous; or at 

that our Diſcourſe, if it benot profitable, 
ſhould be innocent, and that we ſhould 
do and fay nothing in Company which 
we have reafon to bluſh at, or re- 
pent of .in private. 

I - have now finiſhed this Diſcourſe, 
which I deſigned only as an Introdutt- 
on to, or Preparative for thoſe which. 
are to follow : I do not think that *tis 
now neceſſary for me, in a Pathetick 
Concluſion, to perſwade Men to en- 
deavour to be Happy. The Deſires of 
Happineſs are inſeparable from all Be- 
ings, at leaſt-wiſe *tis impoſſible to be 
Rational, and not deſire to be Happy. 
If I have therefore ſufficiently proved 

that 


is poſſible to be Happy 3 dif 
have ſhew'd. that a diligent Enquiry,'a © 
and perſevering 


their Remedy, 
-done' er to enkindle 


urge 
the Neceſſity of our Pra 
a eye wn 
Fervency of the one, as much as the 


Sincerity of the other. 
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